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: HE Jaft Cansosiea’ in Germany and Italy 
§ affording no confiderable Scene of Aétion, 


fy we fhall defer the Account of them, and 
irc) the Affairs of Poland, until we have fi- 
nifhed the Debates and Proceedings of Par- 
Watermes liament, as far as Opportunity will per- 
mit : : This Method is the more agreeable to us, becaufe 
we underftand it will be fo to the Generality of our Rea- 
ders, who are certainly much more interefled in the Bee 
haviour and Condu& of the Guardians of their Liberties, 
than in even the moft important Aftions of Foreigners 5 
fince Foreigners have it not in their Power to ruin us 
near fo foon, either by open Breach of Treaties, private 
Intrigues among us here at home, or Conquetts on our 
Allies abroad, as our Reprefentatives would do, fhould 
they at any Time prove unfaithful to-the Truft we re 
pofe in them, and abufe the Power we give them at their 
Ele&tion. Wherefore, it fhall always be our Method for 
the future to give the Preference to Parliamentary Af- 
fairs ; and as our Jaft Number was entirely taken up 
with. the Petition of the fix Scotch Peers, and the Suc- 
cefs of that important Piece, fo we now refume the Pra- 
ceedings and Debates of the’ Commons, which we were 
obliged to break off for want of Room in Number 80. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


Continuation of the Debates and Proceedings in the firft 
Seffion of the prefent Parliament, 


N Friday the 14th Day of February the Houfe of 
Commons, (according to Order) refolved itfelf in- 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider further 
of the Supply granted to his Majefty ; and it being then 
moved, that the Committee fhould réfolve, That the 
Number of effective Men to be provided for Guards and 
Garrifons in Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Jerfey, 
for the Year 1735, Jhould be (including 1815 Invalids, and 
555 Men, which the fix independent Companies confift of for 
the Service of the Highlands) 25,744 Men, Commiffion and 
Non-Commiffion Officers included. A Debate thereupon en- 
fued, in which the principal Arguments for the Motion 
were in Subftance thus : 


SIR, 

HOU GH we are not as yet any Way engaged fn 

the prefent War ; yet fuch Events may happen, as 
may make it abfolutely necefflary for us to engage on 
either one Side ot the other. The Affair of Poland, 
which is the only Motive, the only Bone of Contention, 
hitherto publickly avow’d, is an Affair with which this 
Nation has but very little todo; but if that fhould ap- 
pear not to be the real Motive, or if Suceefs fhould en- 
courage either Side to extend their Views, and to pufh 
their Conquefts, the Balance of Power may at Saft be 
brought into real Danger; and then, for the Sake of 
preferving the Liberties of Earope, upon which the Li- 
berties of this Nation will always depend, we muft take 
a Share, a principal Share in the War. This is the 
Danger we are éxpofed to at prefent, and it may not 
perhaps be fo remote as forne People pretend to imagines 
This is what has ‘made his Majefty become a Sort of 
Mediator for reftoring the Peace of Europe, and for re- 
conciling the contending Powers, before Succefs of either 
Side fhall have encouraged them to extend their Views 
fo far, as to take away all Hopes of fucceeding in that 
Way and his Majefty has already pufhed his Negotia- 
tions with fo much Vigour, that a Plan of Peace will 


foon be offer’d to all] the Parties concerned 3 a Plan fa 
reafonable, 
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reafonable, and fo well adapted to the Honour and In 
tereft of all the Parties concern’d, that whoever refufes 
to hearken to it, will thereby make it manifeit, that 
their fecret Views are much more extenfive than any 
they have hitherto openly declared. 

From hence, Sir, £ mutt conclude, that we fhal! be 
very foon able to determine, whether we muft engage in 
the War or not: If that Plan be accepted, if both Par- 
ties appear willing to agree to reafonable Terms, then 
we fhall attain our Ends; the Peace of Europe will be 
reftored, the Balance of Power will be preferved without 
engaging in the War, without fubjecting this Nation to 
any Inconvenience, or to any great Expence ; but if rea- 
fonable Terms fhould be haughtily rejeéted by either 
Side, what will the Confequence be ? We mutt then ne 
ceffarily take a Share in the War, and that fpeedily, left 
the weaker Side fhould be quite overwhelmed: It is 
therefore very much our Intereit at prefent to take every 
Meafure that may contribute towards rendering his Ma- 
jefty’s Endeavours fuccefsful, that may contribute to- 
wards inducing, or even compelling, every one of the 
contending Powers to accept of that Plan which his Ma- 
jefty, in Conjun&tion with his Allies, isto offer to them ; 
and, in my Opinion, nothing can contribute more to- 
wards thefe great Ends, than our having fuch a ftanding 
regular Force, as may convince all the Parties concern’d 
. that we are in earneft, and that we have it in our Power 
te alter the Seale whenever we. have a Mind; for this 
Reafon I can hardly imagine that any Gentleman in this 
Houfe will oppofe the {mall Augmentation of our Land 
Forces now propofed, when he confiders how fimall an 
Expence it will be to the Nation, and how many Mil- 
lions we may be obliged to expend, if, by refufing fuch 
a feafonable Expence, we fhould at laft make it neceflary_ 
to involve ourfelves in a heayy and expenfive War. . 

The Profperity of this Nation, or at leaft our Security, 
depends upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours: While 
they are at Peace, while they are living in Plenty and 
Eafe, they will always confume more of our Manu- 
faGtures, and al] the other Conveniencies of Life, than 
when they are involved in Blood and Confufion ; and 
confequently we fhall always have, in Times of Peace, 
a greater Demand for the Manufaétures and Produce of 
our Country than in Time of War. RBefides, while they 
continue at Peace, the Balance of Power can be in no 
Danger ; but the Events of War no Man, no Nation can 

SS depend 
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depend ons; and therefore every one, and this Nation 
among the reft, may be deeply affeéted by the extraordi- 
nary Succefs, or the rapid Conquefts of any one Power 
in Europe. Let us not therefore grudge a fmall Expence, 
when it may evidently contribute towards reftoring Peace 
and Tranquility among our Neighbours, upon which 
our own Profperity and Security does and always mutt 
depend. 

Our Houfe is not, ’tis true, as yet on Fire, but our 
Neighbour’s is all in a Flame; and when our Neigh- 
bour’s Houfe is in Flames, it is Time for us to prepare 
the Engines which are neceffary for preferving our own. 
The proper Engines for preferving this Nation from 
thofe Flames of War which are now blazing in Europe, 
are a powerful Fleet, and a fufficient Body of regular 
well difciplined Troops, ready to march at the firft 
Word of Command, in order to extinguifh thofe Flames 
which may at laft approach us too near, or may become 
fo fierce as to endanger our being involved. This, Sir, 
will give Weight to his Majefiy’s Negotiations, it will 
make al] the Parties concerned give a due Attention to 
what may be propofed by his Majefty’s Minifters, for 
reftoring the Peace of Europe ; for a Minifter, whofe 
Equipage confifls of a Jarge Body of good Troops, will 
always be better hearkened to, than one whofe Equipage 
confifts only of a great Number of fine Pages and ufelefs 
Footmen. 

From agreeing to the Augmentation propofed, we may 
therefore expeét, Sir, that the Parties naw at War will 
be prevented from forming any ambitious Views, either 
againft this Nation, or againft the Balance of Powers 
and if any fuch Views have already been formed, the — 
Proje&tors will find themfelves under a Neceflity of lay- 
ing them afide ; by which Means we fhall be able to 
reftore the Peace of Europe, and eftablifh the future Se- 
curity of this Nation, without expofing ourfelves to the 
Inconveniencies, the Misfortunes, and the doubtful. E- 
vents of War, and without putting ourfelves to any fur- 
ther Expence: From a contrary Behaviour, let us con- 
filer what we are to expe&t: Will not France and her 
Allies from thence conclude, that they may go on and 
conquer ; that they may place upon’the Imperial Throne 
a Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon; and that England is 
not now, as formerly, apprehenfive of the growing 
Power of France; or concerned about the Prefervation of 
a Balance of Power in Europe ; Thefe-are Conclufions- 
- . which, 
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‘which, Iam fure, no Englifhman ought to give them an 
Opportunity to make ; for the. Continuance of the War, 
is a certain Confequence of fuch Conclufions ; and if it 
fhould continue, we muft engage in it, or we, as well 
as the reft of Europe, muft fubmit to be Slaves to the 
Conqueror. Thus the Danger of not agreeing to what is 
propofed, is infinitely great ; in agreeing to it there is 
no Danger, and the Expence is inconfiderable ; it is not 
only inconfiderable, but likewife, take it in what Lighe 
you pleafe, it will be ufeful ; if it has the with’d-for 
Effet, if it procures a Re-eftablifhment of the publick 
Tranquility, the Ufefulnefs of it muft be acknowledged 
by all; but if it fhould fail of the Effeét defired, it will 
ftill be of great Ufe, becaufe it will enable us to join 
fpeediiv and with Vigour in the War. 

To me, Sir, it is evident, that the fmall Expence 
now propofed, may prevent an infinite Expence and an 
infinite Danger, and therefore I muft think.we are at 
prefent fomething in the Cafe of a Gentleman (fuppofe 
in the Ifle of Ely) whofe Eftate is'in great Danger of 
being overtlow’d by the Decay of, or fome Breach in: 
thofe Dykes and Mounds which were made to prevent 
Inundations : In fuch a Cafe, fuppofe the Gentleman’s 
Stewards and Managers fhould come to him and tel! him 
of his Danger, and that the Dykes might then be re- 
paired for a fmall Expence, but that one Flood or two 
might make fuch a Breach, as would coft him near the 
Value of his Eftate to repair: Would not that Gentle- 
man be very much in the Wrong, would he not be mad, 
not to hearken to fuch Reprefentations, and put himfelf 
to a fmall immediate Charge, in order to prevent the 
entire Ruin of his Eftate ? 

Our prefent Cafe, Sir, is the very fame; one fueccefs- 
ful Campaign, two or three compleat Victories would 
not only involve us neceffarily into the War, but would 
make fuch a Breach in thole Barriers, by which the Li- 
berties of Europe are preferved, as would coft an infinite 
Treafure and a vaft Effufion of Blood before it could be 
made up. This is a Danger, which is apparent from 
thofe general Circumftances which are publickly known ; 
but there may be particular private Tranfattions con- 
certed, or now carrying on, which would demonfirate 
the Necefity of what is now propofed: Thefe his Ma- 
jefty may probably have difcovered; and from the Ex- 
perience we have of his Majefly’s great Regard for the 


Eafe of his People, we may, I think, conclude, that 
2 he 
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he would not have propofed to have made any Augmen- 
tation of his Land Forces, or to have put his Subjects 
to any additional Charge, without an evident Neceflity 
for fo doing: I hope, therefore, Gentlemen will depend 
upon his Majefty’s Wifdom and Conduét, in an Affair 
which is of fuch a Nature, as may render it impoffible 
for his Majefty to lay his particular Reafons before this 
Houfe, without running the Risk of difappointing all 
the Meafures he has concerted for defeating any ambi- 
tious Proje&ts that may have been formed, and for refto- 
ring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing this 
Nation’s being obliged to engage in the War. 





To this it was anfwered in Subflance as follows : 


SIR, 
With Gentlemen would be more cautious of bringing 
his Majefty’s Name into every Debate that happens 
in this Houfe. I am perfuaded no Gentleman in this 
Houfe doubts of his Majefty’s fincere Regard for the 
Eafe of his Peopie, or of his Wifdom and Conduft in 
all Matters which are honettly and fairly laid before 
him: Thefe are Queflions which can never be properly 
brought before us. Upon this Occafion, as well as upon 
ail other Occafions of the fame Nature, it is not his Ma~ 
ot Regard for the Eafe of his People, but the Regard 
is Minifters have for the Eafe of his People that we 
are to confider, it is their Wifdoneand Condu& that are 
now under our Confideration ; and, in my Opinion, this 
Houfe has no great Reafon to depend much upon either : 
I am fure the Generality of the Nation have no great 
Confidence in either; and therefore, if we {peak the 
Language of our Conftituents, which I hope wil] always 
be the Language of this Houfe, we cannot depend fo 
much upon their Wifdom and Conduét as to load the 
People with any additional Expenc:, for no other Reafon 
but only becaufe the Minifter has told us it is neceffary. 
This is a Method of proceeding which no Man ought 
to agree to.in any Cafe, but efpecially in a Cafe which 
is of the moft dangerous Confequence to the Liberties of 
our Country, 

The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, was very much in the 
right to argue from general Circumitances, and fuch as 
are publickly known; for particular Care has been taken 
that we fhould not have any Thing elfe to argue from: * 
But if we argue only from fuch Circumftances, we mutt 

conclude, 
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eonclude, that we are neither concerned in the War, nor 
can be concerned in its Event. If we have nothing to 
do with the Affair of Poland, if we are no way engaged 
to proteé&t the Emperor’s Dominions in Italy, furely we 
have no Concern in the War; and as to the Event, 
Frauce has declared they will not pretend to keep any of 
the Conquefis they make; they have declared, they have 
no Intention to make any Conquefts or to extend 
their Dominions, but that their only Aim is to eftablifh 
Staniflaas upon the Throne of Poland; and the other two 
Allies have declared, that they have no other View 
but to eftablifth and preferve the Neutrality of Italy + 
Thefe are the only Circumflances that are publickly 

: known, and from thefe neither this Nation nor the Ba- 
lance of Power can be in any Danger. 

What particular Reafons may we have not to truft to 
thofe Declarations, I fhall not pretend to determine ; 
but all the other Princes and States of Europe, not al- 
teady engaged in the War, feem to put their Truft in 
them, becaufe none of them have as yet put themfelves 
to any Expence, or made any Preparations: Nay even 
the Princes of Germany feem to think their Country in 
no Danger, for fome of the chief of them ftill contiaue 
neutral, and thofe who have joined in the Declaration 

| OF War, have great Numbers of Troops unemploy’d, 

which certainly would all be fent to the Rhine, if they 
thought their Country was in any real Danger of being 
conquered, or that France had a Defign to impofe an 
Emperor upon them: While they remain fo fecure, 
while they give themfelves fo little Concern about the 
Event of the War, why we fhould be fo terribly 
frightened, why we fhould imagine that France has a 
Defign to conquer Germany, and to place one of the 
Houfe of Bourbor upon the Imperial Throne, I cannot 
comprehend: I am fure no fuch Intention can be pre 
fumed from any Circutmftance yet publickly knowns 
and I hope we do. not think that either Spain or Sardinia 
has a mind to conquer Germany, or that France would 
allow them, if either or both were able to accomplish 
fuch a Defign. From publick Circumftances, therefore, 
I can fee no Reafon we have now, or indeed ever had, 
to put ourfelves to any Charge, or to make any Prepae 
rations ; and if there be any private Reafons, they mult 
be fuch, I fhowld think, as concern us in particular, 
becaufe if they related to the Balance of Power, and 
confequently to Ewrope in general, the other Courts of 
Europe 
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Europe, particularly the Dutch, would certainly have 
difcovered them as well as we; nay, if they had not, 
it would have been the Duty of our Minifters to have 
difcovered them, not only to the Dutch, but to all the 
Princes of Europe; for whatever Danger there might 
be in difcovering them to this Houfe, there could not 
furely be any Danger in difcovering them to thofe 
Courts which have as deep a Concern as we have in the 
Prefervation of the Liberties of Europe. ; 

As no Part of our late Tranfaftions has ever been 
Jaid before this Houfe, as all fuch Lights have been 
denied us, I do not know, Sir, but there might be pri- 
vate Reafons for our being particularly concerned in 
the Event of the prefent War: If there are any fuch, 
they muft proceed from fome of our late Tranfa€tions ; 
and in that Cafe, thofe TranfaStions ought to have been 
Jaid before this Houfe at the very Beginning of the 
War, that we might from them have feen our Danger, 
and might have provided for our Safety in Time. But 
to infinuate, that either of the Parties now engaged in 
War may have ambitious Views againft the Liberties of 
Europe, is an infinuation that is contradi&ted by the Be- 
haviour of all the Princes and States of Europe, not al- 
ready engaged in the War; and is therefore an Infinua- 
Non that cannot, in my Opinion, have any Weight, 
much lefs a Weight as to prevail with any Member of 
this Houfe to load his Conftituents with an additional 
Charge, or to fubje&t the Liberties of his Country to 
an additional Danger. 

We are next told, Sir, that tho’ neither Party may 
at prefent have any. ambitious View, yet they may 
form fuch Views, and in order to prevent their, forming 
any fuch, we muft put ourfelves to a great Expence, 
we muft make great Preparations ; this will thew them 
we are in earneft, and will make them give Ear to-the 
reafonable Plan of Peace his Majefty, in Gonjunétion 
with his Allies, is to offer: Whereas if we make no 
fuch Preparations, France will conclude, we have loft 
all Apprehenfions of the growing Power of that King- 
dom, and that we have no Concern for the Prefervation 
of the Balance of Power. For God’s Sake, Sir, can 
Gentlemen be ferious when they argue at this Rate? 
Can France, or any Power on Earth, imagine that we 
will. look tamely on, and fee the Liberties of Europe, 
overturned 3; or can. the Addition of 7 or 8000 Men 
to our Army add any Thing to their Dread of our 

Power? 
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Power? They all know, and France in particular has 
Reafon to know, the Strength and Power of this Nation, 
when wifely managed and prudently exerted ; if there- 
fore they form any ambitious Views, if they reject the 
juft Terms of Peace that are to be propofed by his Ma- 
jetty, or if they defpife the Mediation that has been 
offered, it cannot proceed from any Contempt they have 
of the real Strength of this Nation, but. from a Con- 
tempt of the Councils by which that Strength is to be 
exerted: This is a Contempt which, I am afraid, they 
have already conceived; and if we ihould agree to the 
Propofition now before us, without feeing any Reafon 
for fo doing, I am fure either the Wifdom or the Inte- 
grity of this Houfe will fuffer confiderably, in the 
Opinion of the World both abroad and at home. 

Another terrible Thing we are this Day taught to ap- 
prehend, is, that Succefs may infpire one of the Parties 
engaged in War, with an ambitious View of overturn- 
ing the Balance of Power : That two or three compleat 
Vidtories may make it abfolutely neceffary for us to en- 
gage immediately*in the Wars; and that therefore we 
ought to prepare in Time, that we may be ready to fly 
to the Relief of the Unfortunate, before they are quite 
overwhelmed: Upon this, Sir, I fhall only ask if any 
Gentleman in this Houfe can imagine that Germany, 
Poland, and Mujfcovy, (for I think I may now fay they 
are united) can be conquered in one Campaign ; or fup- 
pofing the other to be the unfortunate Side, can they 
imagine that France, Spain, and Italy can be conquered 
in one Campaign. If any Gentleman can imagine fuch 
a Thing, with him I fhall not pretend to argue; but 
with thofe who cannot, which I believe is the Majority 
of this Houfe, I think I may contend, that neither Side 
can in one Campaign be reduced fo Jow, but that the 
united Force of Britain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, 
thrown in early the next Campaign, will be fufficient 
for their Relief, and for obliging the proudeft Conquerer 
to fubmit to reafonable Terms; in which Cafe we thal! 
have the whole Winter to prepare, and ’till then ‘tis 
certainly quite unneceffary for us to put ourfelves to any 
Expence. 

As this Day feems to be a Day of Paradoxes, among 
the reft we have been told one with Refpe& to our 
Trade. We are tgld, Sir, that the Profperity of this 
Nation depends upon the Tranquility of our Neigh 
bours ; and that in Times of Peace, there is always @ 
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greater Demand for the Manufaétures and Produce of 
this Country than in Time of War. This, Sir, is fo 
far from being a juft Maxim in Trade, that the direé& 
contrary is true. The chief Part of the Produce of 
this Country, confifts in the Necefflaries and not the 
Luxuries of Life, and confequently our Neighbours 
will always confume as much of fuch Sort of Things in 
Time of War as in Time of Peace; but the Difference 
is, that when their Heads are not diftraéte’, nor their 
Hands diverted, by any foreign or domeftick War, they 
have Time to apply themfelves to Tillage, they have 
Time to apply themfelves to Manufaétures of all Kinds, 
they have Leifure to think of and to improve all the 
Arts of Peace, and by fo doing they furnifh themfelves 
at home with a great many of thofe Neceffaries, which 
in Time of War they are obliged te purchafe of us. 
This is not only evident in Theory, but it is confir- 
med by Experience; for our Trade has fuffered more 
by the domeftick Improvements made by our Neighbours, 
during this laft long Tranquility in Europe, than it has 
done by any other Means, except the heavy Duties we 
have laid upon ourfelves, and the great Trouble and 
many Fees and Perqvifites we have fubjeéted our Mer- 
chants to, both in importing and exporting their Goods 
and Merchandize; which Incumbrances will in Time 
moft certainly ruin every Branch of our Trade, if we 
do not take Care to remove them fpeedily, by paying off 
thofe Debts by which they have been occafioned. And 
as to our Security, it can never be diflurbed by any 
Broils among our Neighbours, unlefs the Balance of 
Power fhould be brought into real Danger, which our 
Neighbours upon the Continent would take better 
Care of than they do, if we did not upon all Occafions 

thew ourfelves fo mighty officious as to do it for them. 
It is an eafy Matter, Sir, for any Man who has a 
quick Invention and a ftrong Imagination, to form ima- 
ginary Dangers, and to frighten Fools with Phantoms. 
In Time of Peace we are frightened with Invafions, 
becaufe our Neighbours have their Troops quartered 
upon their Coafts, and have nothing elfe to do with 
them: In Time of War we are frightencd with Inva- 
fions, becaufe our Neighbours have great Armies in the 
Field, though no Power in Europe has any Quarrel with 
us: In Time of Peace we muft keep a more numerous 
Army than is confiflent with the Liberties of a free 
People, in order to prevent a War’s breaking out: In 
z Time 
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Time of War we muft add to that Army, and put our- 
felves to a great Expence, in order to reftore the publick 
Tranquility, and preferve the Balance of Power, tho’ no 
other Nation in Europe appears to be in the leaft appre- 
henfive of its being in Danger. Thus, Sir, we are al- 
ways in a Fright, and, for what I know, our Apprehen- 
fions may at laft become fo extravagant, that if Angria, 
the Ea/t-India Pirate, fhould fit out any greater Number 
of Grabs than ufual, we muft fit out a Squadron and 
augment our Land-Forces, for fear of his coming to 
make an Invafion upon us. By this, Sir, I do not mean 
to infinuate, that we are now in no Danger ; I do not 
know but we may: But whatever Danger we may be in, 
Tam very fure it does not appear from any Circumflances 
yet publickly known, nor from any Thing that has as 
yet been communicated to this Houfe, and therefore I 
cannot agree to load the People with any new Charge: 
If the Danger is fuch as cannot be immediately commu- 
nicated, it muft be fuch as cannot be immediately ap- 
prehended; and if we are only like to be in Danger, 
we ought to follow the Example of our wife Neighbours 
the Dutch, in putting our People to no Expence, and 
in referving our whole Strength to be vigoroufly exerted 
againft thofe whofe future Defigns fhall feem any way to 
threaten the Safety of Europe. 

We have been told, Sir, that the Danger of not agree- 
ing to what is now propofed is infinitely great ; but that 
in agreeing to it theré is no Danger; Sir, in my Opi- 
nion, it is dire&tly otherwife. I fhall firft confider it 
with Refpe& to our foreign Affairs. It is certain, that 
the Regard we are to expeét from Foreigners muft always 
depend upon the Efteem they have of the Strength of 
the Nation, and of the Wifdom of thofe Councils by 
which that Strength is to be direSted. The Strength of 
the Nation does not furely confift only in the Troops we 
have on Foot, or the Squadrons we have at Sea, but upon 

_ the Number of Troops we are able to raife and maintain, 
and the Squadrons we are able to put to Sea; therefore 
it is certain, that the adding 7 or 8000 Men to our 
Land-Forces ; or the Squadrons we have already fitted 
out, can add nothing to the Opinion Foreigners have of 
our Strength; this they all know we could do whenever 
we had a Mind, and they know we can do much more 
when we find ourfelves juftly provoked; but the putting 
ourfelves to fuch extravagant, fuch needlefs Expence, 
when no Man can fay that we are in any real and im- 
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mediate Danger, when no Man can fay we have received 
any juft Provocation, will certainly give Foreigners a 
very mean Opinion of our Councils, and Strength with- 
out Wifdom is generally mifapplied, and is always con- 
temned ; fo that if any Thing difappoints his Majefty’s 
Endeavours for reftoring the Tranquility of Europe, if 
any Thing makes his Mediation contemned, it will be 
our agreeing to the Propofition now before us: I fhall 
add to this, Sir, that the Armaments we have made and 
are flill making, can oblige neither of the Sides engaged 
in War, but may probably give great Offence to one or 
t’other, by which we may draw a War upon ourfelves; 
our Armaments may very probably unite feveral of the 
Powers of Europe againft us, while by the Ina€ion of 
thofe Armaments we may be deprived of every Ally; 
therefore, with Refpe&t to our foreign Affairs, the Dan- 
ger of agreeing to what is propofed is infinitely great, 

in not agreeing to it, there is, there can be no Danger. 
But, Sir, with Regard to our domeftick Affairs, the 
Danger is more apparent, and much more terrible. The 
keeping up of a numerous Standing Army in Time of 
Peace, or the keeping of fuch an Army in this Ifland 
even in Time of War, is abfolutely inconfiftent with 
the Liberties of this Nation. The Gentlemen, or at 
leaft fome of them, who fupport this Motion, talk of 
an Army of 18,000 Men as always neceflary to be kept 
up within this Ifland, in Time of Peace, as well as in 
Time of War. This, Sir, is the true Secret of this 
Day’s Motion; thofe Gentlemen know, that when 
Peace is reftored, the Nation will infift upon a Reduc- 
tion’s being made in the Army, therefore, think they, 
let us now increafe the Army, that when Peace is re- 
flored we may ftop the Mouths of the Difaffeéted (as 
they cali them) by making a Redu&tion of the Troops 
we are now to add: And thus, Sir, we fhall have a 
Standing Army of 18,000 Men faddled upon us for ever. 
As Iam of Opinion, that an Army of 18,000 Men is at 
Jeaft 19,000 more than we ought to have in Time of 
Peace, as I am of Opinion that fuch a numerous Army, 
all under the abfolute and arbitrary Will of the prime 
Miniter for the Time being, can be neceffary for no End 
but that of enabling the Minifter to trample upon the 
Liberties of his Country; therefore I think, with Re- 
fpe&t to our domeftick Affairs, the Danger of agreeing to 
what is propofed is infinitely great, and that in rejeéting 

3t with Difdain, as it ought to be, there is no Danger. 
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Whether our Houfe be on Fire or not, is what no Man 
can tell, from any Thing that has been communicated 
to us, or from any Thing he can know as a Member of 
this Houfe ; but this I am fure of, that whether our 
Houfe be on Fire or not, the Engine-keepers, and thofe 
who are by them to get either Riches of Power to them- 
felves, will always endeavour, if they can, to perfuade 
us, that our Houfe is in Danger 3 when there is no Fire 
in the Neighbourhood, they will tell us, we ought to 
pay them for their Engines, in order to have them ready 
to march at the firft Word of Command, becaufe a Fire 
may fuddenly break forth ; and when there is a Fire in 
the Neighbourhood, they will then tell us we muft have 
their Engines, becaufe though the Fire be then at a great 
Diftance, it may at laft approach too near, fo as not to 
give Time to fend for the Engines ; therefore, when the 
People’s Money is to be difpofed of, I hope this Moufe 
will always depend upon their own Judgment, and not 
upon the Advice of thofe who have the Direétion of any 
Engine. As for Minifters, they muft expe&t Regard and 
Efteem, not from their Equipage, but from the Wifdom 
and Addrefs of their Negotiations ; for a Minifter with 
a blundering Head, or one that is fent upon ridiculous 
Errands, will make as forry a Figure with an Equipage 
of regular Troops, as he ever did, or can do, with fine 
Cloaths, and an Equipage of gaudy Pages and ufelefs 
Footmen ; andI am afraid the Afs’s Ears will appear 
much more confpicuous under a well-burnifh’d Head- 
Piece, than ever they did under a well-powder’d Pe- 
ruke. 

The other Parallel, Sir, that has been drawn, is very 
mouch to the prefent Purpofe, if it had been properly 
related. We are in the very Cafe of a Gentleman who 
is told by his Steward, and the Workmen employ’d by 
that Steward, that his Eftate is in great Danger of being 
overflow’d by the Decay of, or fome Breach in thofe 
Dykes and Mounds, which, as they fay, were made to 
prevent Inundations: The Gentleman is furprized at 
this, knowing that there were never any Dykes or 
Mounds made upon his Eftate for preventing Inunda- 
tions, but what were made by Nature ; that his Eftate 
could not be overflow’d, without fome artificial Inle’s 
made, or even Windmills, or Fire-Engines, prepared 
and fet up for that ig pos He anfwers, Gentlemen, 
you really furprize me, I can hardly believe there is a 
Poffibility in what you relate; however, I'll go along 
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with you, and examine every Part of my Eftate, and 
will then take fuch Meafures as may be proper for 
preventing the Danger : Upon this, the Steward and 
his Workmen are in a Fright, they know that the In- 
lets were made, or the Windmills fet up, either by 
themfelves or by fome of their Mafter’s Neighbours, with 
their Connivance, and therefore they reply, O Lord, Sir! 
you muft not examine into Particulars, the Breaches are 
of fuch a Nature, that if you but look upon them, they 
will become irreparable ; give us but a fmall Sum of 
Money, and an Order for fuch of your Tenants as we 
fhall name, to attend and affift us, we can now eafily 
make up the Breach; but if you delay, or offer to exa- 
mine into it, the Reparation will coft you more than 
the Value of your Eftate: If fuch a Gentleman fhould 
comply blindly with fuch a Demand, I am fure, Sir, 
it muft be granted, that if he was not mad, he was very 
much under the Management of his Steward. 

Now, Sir, that I have fet the Parallels mention’d of 
the other Side in their true Light, give me Leave to 
draw one of my own, which I think very appofite to the 
Cafe before us, confidering that the Motion fo vifibly 
tends to the keeping up of a great Standing Army, even 
in Time of the moft profound Tranquility : Suppofe a 
Country Gentleman teok into his Head'a Whim to keep 
a Lion in his Houfe, for no other End but to pleafe and 
divert the Speétators ; fuppofe his Neighbours, his 
Friends, nay even his own Children, fhould reprefent to 
him, that it was very dangerous to keep fuch a fierce 
Animal in his Houfe ; that while it was young it might 
continue harmlefs, and might now and then play fome 
pretty Tricks to divert him, but that fuch Animals, 
when they began to grow old, were apt to take wicked 
and malicicus Freaks : In fhort, let us fuppofe that 
every Man but the Keeper and thofe under him, who 
knew they could not otherwife preferve the lucrative 
Pofts they poffeffed, fhould advife the Gentleman to 
difpach this Animal from his Houfe, but the Gentleman 
rejeéts all Counfels but thofe of his Keeper and Under- 
keepers: At laft the Animal takes one of its natural 
Freaks, or inftigated perhaps by the Keeper, on a Sufpi- 
cion of his going to be difmiffed ; and having got an 
Opportunity, feizes upon his Mafter, treads him under 
Foot, and tears his Heart from his Bofom ; would not all 
the World agree, that tho’ the Keeper ought to be — 
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the Mafter highly deferved the Mifchief he had met 
with? 

To conclude, Sir, while the Dutch and all the other 
States of Europe, not yet engaged in the War, fhew fo 
little Concern about it, while even the Princes of Ger- 
many thew fo little Inclination to exert their whole 
Strength upon the Occafion, I cannot think the Balance 
of Power in any iminent Danger ; and if there is any 
Danger threatens this Nation in particular, in God’s 
Name let it be told ; when we know what it is, or from 
whence it is to be apprehended, we may eafily take fuch 
Meafures as may prevent it; but do not let us, under 
imaginary Pretences of diftant foreign Dangers, fubjeét 
our Conftitution to a real, an imminent domeftick Dan- 
ger; for what will it avail us to preferve the Liberties 
of Europe, if under that Pretence we deftroy our own ? 





The Reply was to this Effet, viz. 


N the Queftion now before us, it is with the greateft 
Diffidence that I ftand up to give my Opinion ; for 
the Conjuéture now under our Confideration is, I think, 
the moft difficult and the moft critical, of any that ever 
happen’d fince I have had the Honour to be a Member of 
this Houfe. To add to the Heavy Burdens my Country 
already labours under, is what I fhall never agree to, 
but with the greateft Reluftancy ; but on the other 
Hand, if through an ill-tim’c Piece of good Husbandry, 
I fhould contriLute towards involving my Country in 
Calamities, which by a fmall but feafonable Expence, 
might have been prevented, it would give me the great- 
eft Uneafinefs. Whatever Advantage we may draw from 
the Tranquility of others, it is certain we mutt always 
draw great and many Advantages from our own 3 and it 
is as certain, that let the Defigns of the Parties engaged 
in War be at prefent what they will, we may be deeply 
concerned in its Event: If cither the prefent Deligns 
fhould be pufhed too far, or new and ambitious Defigns 
encouraged and fet up by Succefs, we mutt neceffarily at 
laft be involved, and this is what we ought, if poflible to 
prevent. This I take to be the true and only Defign of 
the Augmentation now propofed ; it is fo fmall that I 
cannot look upon it as defigned to engage us in the War, 
but to prevent our being engaged, and for this Reafon, & 
think, we may the more eafily agree to it, 
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Whether the Balance of Power be now in Danger, or 
whether this Nation in particular be now in Danger, is 
not the Queftion before us, but whether both may not 
be in Danger by the Event of the prefent War; and this 
I really think cannot be made a Queftion. In fucha 
Cafe we ure not to be dire&ted by the Behaviour of other 
States, at Jeaft, Iam fure, the Refolutions of this Houfe 
ought as little to be regulated by the Example of the 
Dutch, or of the Princes of Germany, as they ought to be 
regulated by the Advice of our own Minifters. In the 
War which was commenced before the Death of the late 
King William, 1 believe it will not be denied but that 
the Balance of Power was really in Danger, and yet, for 
fome Time after it commenced, the Dutch feemed, to all 
publick Appearance, as quiet as they feem at prefent, 
the Princes of Germany feemed as little concerned, nay 
fome of them a€tually engaged againft the Liberties of 
Europe, and of their Country: ’Till we declared our- 
felves, no Prince in Europe would venture to ftir to the 
Relief of the Houfe of Auffria; and therefore I mutt 
think that the outward Behaviour of all or any of the 
Princes of Europe, can never be made Ufe of as any Ar- 
gument in this Debate: Befides, Sir, the other Princes 
and States of Europe have no Occafion to make any Aug- 
mentation of their Forces till they are juft ready to take 
the Field: They have, all of them, great Bodies of 
Land Forces in continual Pay ; there is hardly an Elec- 
toral Prince of Germany, but what maintains as great a 
Number of Land Forces as are now in this Ifland ; and 
yet, I hope, it will not be faid, but that, if we were to 
engage, we not only could but ought to take the Field 
with a much greater Army than cither of them can 
maintain ; for which Reafon we are always under a 
Neceflity to begin to prepare much fooner than any of 
our Neighbours have Occafion to do. 

We may talk what we will of the Number of Men in 
our Country, and the Numbers of Ships in our Har- 
bours, but from fuch Calculations the Strength of a 
Nation is not now to be computed. It is from the Num- 
ber of regular well-difciplin’d Troops with which they 
may fpeedily take the Field ; and from the Number of 
Men of War, provided with experienced Seamen, which 
they can fpeedily put to Sea, that the Strength of a Na- 
tion is always now computed: A Number of regular 
well-difciplined Troops, is now become as neceffary 
either for Offence or Defence, as a well-difciplined — 
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armed Militia was of old, and the Regard a Nation is to 
expe from its Neighbours, depends now as much upon 
the former, as it depended of old upon the Jatter. *Tis 
true, in a Country which abounds with able, well- 
bodied Men, which cur own Country does, in my Opi- 
Rion, more than any other of equal Extent, Regiments 
may be foon raifed, Regiments may be fuon augmented ; 
but a Regiment newly raifed muft be exercifed for many 
Months, before it can expeét to engage fuccefsfully 
againft an old, well-difciplined Regiment ; and even an 
old Regiment newly augmented, cannot pretend to enter 
wpon immediate Action, it muft have fome Time to train 
and difcipline the new Men that have becn incorporated, 
otherwife thefe new Men would certainly throw the 
whole Regiment into Confufion, fo that if brought into 
immediate AGtion, the Regiment would find itfelf 
weakened by having its Numbers encreafed: This is the 
Reafon, Sir, and, in my Opinion, a convincing Reafon, 
why we fhould always begin to encreafe our Land-Forces 
at leaft fome Months before there may be a Neceflity for 
entering upon Aion; and by what is now propofed, 
the Encreafe is to be made in the moft proper and the 
leaft expenfive Way, that is, by adding a Number of 
private Men to each Company in the Service, without 
raifing any new Regiments or Companies, which could 
not fo fpeedily be made fit for AGtion, and would, by 
encreafing the Number of Officers, be more expenfive to 
the Nation, 

I am none of thofe, Sir, who imagine that Germany, 
Poland, and Mufcovy can be conquered in one Campaign, 
and much lefs do I imagine that France, Spain, and Italy 
can be conquered in a Campaign ; and yet [ can imgine, 
and do verily believe, that a compleat Viftory or two, 
gtined at the very Beginning of a Campaign, efpecially 
by that Side which has hitherto had the be{t Succefs, 
might be attended with fuch Confequences, and might 
bring the Unfortunate Side fo low, if they met with ne 
Relief or Affiftlance before the Beginning of the next 
Campaign, that to recover the Loffes of that Campaign, 
and compel the Conquerers to accept of reafonable Terms, 
would moft certainly coft this Nation a vaft Expence of 
Blood and Treafure, even tho? we were immediately 
joined bv Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, neither of 
whofe Affiftance, even in fuch a critical Conjunéture, 
we can pretend to depend upon with Certainty; for 
upon fuch an Occafion fome " them might lofe Courage. 
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and others might expe& to make an advantage by join- 
ing the vi&orious Side ; and if we fhould be ebliged to 
engage fingly, and without the Affiftance of either of the 
three Powers I have mentioned, one unfortunate Cam- 
paign, pufhed with Vigour by the viftorious Side, to 
the very Beginning of the next, might involve us in a 
tedious, an expenfive, and even a doubtful War: Where- 
as, if we put ourfelves in fuch a Condition as to be able 
to give immediate Relief to the unfortunate Side, or to 
engage immediately againft that Side whofe Views thall 
hereafter be difcovered to be inconfiftent with the Safety 
of Europe, we may then eafily caft the Balance, and 
may with Certainty, and in a fhort Time be able to give 
Laws to the Conquerors. : 

I thall admit, Sir, that France and her Allies have 
made the Declarations mentioned by the Hon. Gentle- 
man, and I do not know but they may be fincere, but I 
am futre they’re not to be trufted to; for, even granting 
that thefe Declarations are fincere, that they have really 
no other Views but what they openly profefs, yet we 
know that Succefs may elate the Minds of the Con- 
querors, and may make them conceive new Defigns, 
which they could not at firft have thought of; and 
againft thefe we are to provide, as well as againft any 
Defigns they may have at prefent in Petto, which we 
have not as yet difcovereds; for if France and her Allies 
fhould over-run all Germany, get Poffeffion of all the 
firong Holds in it, eftablifh Staniflaus upon the Throne 
of Poland, and oblige the Czarina to fubmit to their 
Terms, I am very far from thinking that either of them 
would abide by the Declarations with which they began 
the War, I am very much afraid they would begin to 
think of making fuch Regulations as to them fhould 
feem meet, both in this Country and in every other, 
Country of Europe; in which Cafe I am fure, our Con- 
ftitution both in Church and State would be expofed to 
much greater and more unavoidable Danger, than it can 
be from the {mall Addition now propofed to be made in 
our Army. 

This leads me, Sir to confider that terrible, that im- 
tminent Danger our Liberties are expofed to, by keeping 
up a numerous Standing Army in Time of Peace, which 
is a Danger that has been much exaggerated upon this and 
many other Occafions, by the Gentlemen of the other 
Side of the Queflion. I could eafily thew, it has been 
eften thewn already, by Gentlemen much more — 
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than I am, that an Army kept up from Year to Year, 
under the Dire&tion of Parliament, and commanded by 
Gentlemen of the beft Families, and fome of them of 
as good Eftates as any in the Kingdom, can never be 
dangerous either to our Conftitution or to our Liberties, 
were it much more numerous than it is, or is now pros 
pofed to be; but as to the keeping up of a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace is not, nor can be now the 
Queftion under our Confideration. I fhall fuppofe that 
there is fome Danger in keeping up even fuch a Standing 
Army in Time of Peace; will Gentlemen from thence 
argue, that when all Europe is in a Flame, when this 
Nation may very probably, and perhaps very fpecdily 
be obliged to engage in the War, we ought not to begin 
to make Preparations? Will they fay, that we ouglit 
never to make any Augmentation, or to prepare for 
War "till it is publickly declared ? Can this, Sir, be a 
fafe Maxim for any Nation? Surely no; but much lefs 
can it be a fafe Maxim for this Nation, becaufe in Time 
of Peace we never keep up fuch a great Body of Land- 
Forces as any, even the moft inconfiderable of our 
Neighbours. 

I do not know, Sir, that any Gentleman, has in this 
Debate declared, that 18,000 is the Number of Land- 
Forces which muft always be kept up in this Nation, 
even in Time of the moft profound Tranquility; how- 
ever, it has been difcovered, it feems, that this is 
the Opinion of fome Gentlemen, and that the Addition 
now moved for, is propofed for no other Reafon, but 
only that thefe Gentlemen may have an Opportunity of 
ftopping the Mouths of the Diflaffetted, by reducing 
that additional Number as foon as the publick Tranqui- 
lity is re-eftablifhed. Sir, if no Reafons had been af- 
figned for the Addition propofed, there might have been 
fome Room for this Prefumption ; but as other Reafons 
have been affigned, as thofe Reafons are apparent from 
the prefent Circumftances of Europe, 1 cannot fee how 
fuch a Prefumption can be made: But fuppofe this were 
really the Defign of fome Gentlemen in this Houfe, 
will not every other Gentleman be at Liberty to oppofe 
that Defign when the Peace is reftored? May not every 
Gentleman, who fhall then have the Honour to be a 
Member of this Houfe, propofe as great a Reduction as 
he pleafes? Is it not as eafy to propofe the Reduétion of 
17,000 as of 7900? And when we are fo happy as to 
have an Opportunity to “* a Reduftion, which I pee 
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will be foon, the Queftion will then come properly to be 
argued, what Number of Land-Forces is neceffiry to be 
kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace? Upon that 
Queition, I hope as great a Number will be reduced, 
without anv Regard to the Addition now made, as the 
Safety of the Natiun can admit of; for I fhall join with 
the honourable Gent!emen in Opinion, that we ought 
never to kecp up a greater Number than is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for the Safety of the Nation, and the Support of 
his Majefly’s Government ; and whoever is againft keep- 
ing up that Number, fhall always be looked on by me as 
a Perfon diff .ffeéted to both. 

Before I con lude, Sir, J muft take Notice that from 
this Debate, as well as from a great mny others, it ap- 
pears to me, that the Gentlemen employ’d in the Ad- 
mini(lrationSof our Affairs, are always in the moft tick- 
lith Situation: If they propofe to provide againft Dan- 
gers, by all which Provifions the People muft be put 
to an Expence, they are then charged with raifing ima 
ginary Dangers, in order from thence to take an Oppor- 
tunity to load the People with new Taxes; and their 
Misfortune is, that the more careful thev have been in 
Time pait, this Argument grows every Day the ftronger 
againft them, becaufe People begin at laft to believe, 
that the Dangers which were never felt were aftually 
imaginary, tho’ in Reality they were prevented only by 
the Provifions that were made againft them; however, 
many People may come at laft to be confirmed in this 
erroneous Opinion, by which the Minifters may be at 
Jaft refufed thofe Provifions that are af&tually neceffary 5 
and if, by fuch Refufal, any fignal Misfortune fhould 
befal the Nation, the Minifters would be fure of being 
loaded with the blame of it, tho’ they had done all that 
was in their Power to warn us of the Danger. 

I cannot really comprehend, Sir, what Sort of Infor- 
mation it is that Gentlemen want upon this Occafion 5 
would they have his Majefty fend to tell us, that there 
is a bloody War now carrying on by France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, againft the Emperor? Surely they do not exe 
peét that his Majefty would fend us a particular Mef- 
fage, in order te acquaint us with a Piece of News that 
is known to the whole World; and as this is fufficient 
to put us upon our Guard, and to convince us that we 
ought to begin, at leaft, to prepare for the worft, I muft 
think we ftand in no Need of any further Information. 
it may very probably be, that his Majefty has not yet 
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Gifcovered, whether any of the Parties engaged in War 
have any further Views than what they publickly 
avow ; this I fay may not probably have been yet dif 
covered, becaule no Plan of an Agreement has as yet 
been offered to the Parties concerned ; Or it may be that 
his Majefty has already difcovered, that fome of the 
Parties concerned have fome fecret and fome ambitious 
Views, which will oblige him to declare very foon 
againft them: In the firft Cafe, his Majefty can give us 
no further Information than what he has already given 5 
but fuppofe the laft to be the Cafe, would any Gentle- 
man have his Majefty, either by Meflage or otherwife, 
Gifclofe to us the Secrets he has difcovered, or the Re- 
folutions he has taken upon fuch Difcovery ? Would not 
fuch a Meffage be an open and a publick Declaration of 
War? And will any Gentleman fay, that it would be 
wife in his Majefty, or in thofe who have the Honour to 
advife him, to make any fuch publick Declaration, be- 
fore he has made all the neceflary Preparations, and is 
juft ready to enter upon Aétion: In fhort, Jet us put the 
- Cafe what Way we will, it is impofible we can have, 
or ought te have, any further Information than what 
every Gentleman without Doors, as well «s within, 
fully knows, from the Circumftances Europe is in at pre- 
fent ; and as thefe are, in my Opinion, more than fuf- 
ficient for inducing every Man who regards the Safety of 
his Country, to agree to the fmall Expence now propo- 
fed, I fhali very little regard what may be thought of 
the Wifdom or the Integrity of this Houfe; for I am 
very fure, every Man whofe good Opinion is worth de- 
firing, will, from our agreeing to this Queflion approve 
of both, 





The Queftion being at laft put, it was upon a Divi- 
fion carried in the Affirmative, 261 to 208. 

The chief Speakers in Support of the Motion, were 
Sir W—m Y——ge, C-—! B n, Toms 
WwW n, Efq; P——ck L————y, Member for Edin- 
burgh in Scotland, F—n H——we, Efq; Member for 
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&c. and the chief Speakers againft the Motion, were the 
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Some of the Gentlemen who fpoke in this Debate, 
faid, they were for an Augmentation of our Forces, bat 
that it was their Opinion, we ought to augment them 
by taking foreign Troops into our Pay, and not by aug- 
menting our own Army; becaufe the firft could be dif- 
miffed without leaving any Charge upon the Nation, af- 
ter the Peace was retiored, but the laft would always 
leave a Charge by encreafing the Number of Officers on 
Half-pay. This ObjeS&tion was anfwered by informing 
them, that by an Augmentation propofed, it was not in- 
tended to add any new Officers, but only fo many private 
Men to each Company ; fo that when Peace was offered, 
the Augmentation then made could be reduced, without 
leaving any Charge upon the Nation: With this Anfwer 
they were fatistied, and accordingly voted for the Que- 
ftion. But by other Gentlemen who were againft the 
Queftion, feveral other Objeftions were made, fuch as, 
the Danger of having fuch a great Army in the Ifland; 
the great Burthen it was to the Places where they were 
quartered; the taking fo many Hands from the Labour 
and Induftry of the Nation, and thereby withdrawing fo 
much of that Nourifhment, which was neceffary for 
fupporting the Trade, the Riches, and the Power of the 
Kingdom ; and that the adding even. of private Men 
would leave fome Charge upon the Nation, becaufe 
when a Reduftion came to be made, the old and infirm 
would be difcharged, moft of whom we would be obliged 
to take in as Penfioners on Chel/ea-@ollege; whereas if no 
fuch Augmentation had been made, thofe very Men 
would have continued in the Service for feveral Years 
longer. To which it was anfwered, That in a Time of 
fuch publick Danger it was neceflary to augment our 
Forces, even within the Kingdom, and therefore any 
fmall Inconveniencies that might from thence arife muft 
be born with; that by encreafing our own Troops no 
Money was carried out of the Kingdom; that it would 
add to the Number of our trained Soldiers, which, if 
any future Danger fhould arife, would be an Advantage 
to the Nation; that by a Man’s becoming a Soldier, his 
Labour and Indufiry was not quite loft, for many of them 
were as indufirious after Lifling as ever they had been 
before; that old and infirm Soldiers muft always of 
Courfe be difiniffed, and new Recruits raifed in their 
Stead, tho? no Augmentation were ever made. 

After the faid Motion was agreed to, the following 
Motion was put, and of Courfe agreed to, viz. © von 
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© ved, that a Sum not exceeding 794,529/. 4s. 74, 4 
© be granted to his Majefty, for defraying the Charge of 
© the faid 25,744 Men, for Guards and Garrifons, and 
€ other his Majefty’s Land-Forces in Great Britain, 

© Guernfey, and Ferfey, for the Year 1735.” 
yy comparing this Sum with the Sum voted for the 
Vear 1734, we thall find an Encreafe 147,099/. 135. 4d. 
and the Sums granted for the Service of the Army in the 
Year 1734 having exceeded what had been granted in 
the preceding Year, by the Sum of 35,116/. 55. 34. 
our additional Expence for the Year 1735, on Account 
of the late War, in this Article of our Army only, 
amounts to 182,215/. 18s. 7d. to which we muft add 
an additional Expence in 1735 in the Article relating 
to the Forces in the Plantations, Gidraltar, &c. of 
11,713 4. 9s, 2d. being in the whole 194,0291. 7s. 94. 
On Monday the 17th of February W- rP rs 
Efq; moved the H——fe of C ns, That the Poft- 
Mafter-General might be order’d to Jay before that Houfe 
a Copy of his Majefty’s Warrant, whereby Letters were 
permitted to pafs free of the Duty payable upon Pofi- 
Letters. Which Copy was accordingly laid before the 
Houfe upon the 19th; and upon the 26th, the fame 
Gentleman moved, That it might be taken into Confide- 
ration. The Warrant being accordingly read, the Houfe 
Proceeded to take it into Confideration ; upon which Oc- 
cafion Complaints were made by feveral Members, that 
their Letters were not only charged at the Poft-Office, 
but that they were often broke open and-perufed by the 
Clerks; and that this Practice of breaking open Letters 
was become fo frequent, and was fo publickly known, 
that the very End for which that Liberty was given to 
the Poft-Mafters was entirely difappointed ; for the In- 
tention being at firft to difcover any treafonable Cor- 
refpondence that might be carried on againft the Govern- 
ment, that Intention was render’d altogether vain, be- 
caufe by the Pra€tice of opening Letters being fo fre- 
quent, and fo well known, it was certain that no Man 
would carry on a treafonable Correfpondence by Means of 
the Poft-Office ; fo that the Liberty given to break open 
Letters at the Poft-Office could now ferve no Purpofe, 
but to enable the little Clerks about that Office to pry 
into the private Affairs of every Merchant, and of every 
Gentleman in the Kingdom. At laft it was infifted, that 
the Warrant then laid before the Houfe was not the Jatt 
Warrant granted by his Majefty, ner the Warrant by 
; which 
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which the Poft-Mafters then a&ted; and therefore it was 
moved, That a Committee fhould be appointed to enquire 
into that Affair. 

This Motion was fupported by E 








d L——ie, 











Efq; Member for M————gh in Wiithire, G ge 
dH. te, Efq; W: m P y, Efq; R——t# 
D——/s, Efq; and Mr. A n P ry; and 





it was a little oppofed by Sir R———_t Waele and 
H—-» P m, Efq; but at laft they agreed to the 
Motion, providing that Committee fhould not enquire 
into any Thing that might tend to the difcovering of any 
of the Secrets of the Government: And a Committee 
was appointed accordingly. 

On the 28th of March Mr. P r reported from 
the faid Committee, That they had examined the Matter 
to them referred, and had direfted him to report the fame 
as it appeared to them, together with their Refolutions 
thereupon to the Houfe. Which Report being read, and 
delivered in at the Table, the fame was taken into Cone 
fideration on the 16th Day of April, and the Refolutions 
of the Committee were as follows, viz. 

. Refolved, 

1. That it isthe Opinion of this Committee, that the 
Privilege of franking Letters by the Knights, Citizens 
and Burgeffes, chofen to reprefent the Commons in Par- 
liament, began with the erefting a Poft-Ofice within 
this Kingdom, by A& of Parliament, 

2. That all Letters (not exceeding two Ounces) fign’d 
by. the proper Hand of, or dire&ted to any Member of 
this: Houfe, during the Sitting of every Seffion of Parlia- 
ment, and forty Days before and forty Days after every 
Summons or Prorogation, ought to be carried and de- 
livered freely and fafely from all Parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland without any Charge of Poftage. 

3. That it is an high Infringement of the Privilege of 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeffes, chofen to reprefent 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament, for any 
Poft-Mafter, his Deputies or Agents, in Great Britain or 

- Freland, to detain or delay, open or look into, by any 
Means whatfoever, any Letter direfted to, or figned by 
the proper Hand of any Member, without an exprefé 
Warrant in Writing, under the Hand of-one of the Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, for every fuch Detaining, De- 
laying, Opening, or Looking into. 

4. That all Letters directed to any Member of this 


Houfe at any Place within the Bills of Mortality, be 
carried 
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carried by the proper Officers of the Pofl-Office to the 
Houfe or Lodgings of fuch Member, or to the Lobby of 
the Houfe of Commons. 

5» That it is a notorious Breach of the Privilege of 
the Houfe of Commons, for any Perfon to counterfeit 
the Hand, or put the Name of any Member of the 
Houfe of Commons upon any Letter, in order to pres 
vent its being charged with the Duty of Poftage. 

6. That fuch Perfons as fhall prefume to do the fame, 
ought to be proceeded agrinft with the utmoft Severity. 

The firft two of thefe Refolutions were that Day 
agreed to, and on the 25th of the fame Month the thir@ 
Refolution was amended thus: 

That it is an high Infringement of the Privilege of 
the Knights, Citizens and Burgeffes, chofen to repre- 
fent the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament, for 
any Poft-Mafter, his Deputies or Agents, in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, to open or Jook into, by any Means 
whatfoever, any Letter dire&ted to, or figned by the 
proper Hand of, any Member, without an exprefs War- 
rant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the Principal 
Secretaries of State, for every fuch Opening or Looking 
into, or to detain or delay any Letter, direfted to, or 
figned with the Name of any Member, unlefs there fhall 
be juft Reafon to fufpeét fome Counterfeit of it, without 
an exprefs Warrant of a Principal Secretary of State as 
aforefaid, for every fuch Detaining or Delaying. 

Then the three other Refolutions were feverally read 
a fecond Time, and agreed to without any Amendment. 

On the 21ft of February the Houfe went again into a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider further of 
the Supply granted to his Majefty, when they came to 
feveral Refolutions, which were on the 24th agreed to 
by the Houfe and were as follow, viz. 

© That a Sum not exceeding 215,710/. 6s. 5d. 4 be 
© granted to his Majefty, for maintaining his Majefty’s 
© Forces and Garrifons in the Plantations, Minorca and 
© Gibraltar, and for the Provifions for the Garrifons at 
© Anapolis Royal, Canfo, Placentia and Gibraltar, for the 
© Year 1735. 

‘ That a Sum, not exceeding 10,2737. 15. 74. } be 
© granted to his Majefty, for defraying feveral extraordi- 
© nary Expences and Services, incurred Anyo Dom. 17345 
* and not provided for by Parliament, 
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* That a Sum not exceeding 18,850/. 9s. 2d. be 
* granted to his Majefty, upon Account, for Out-Pen- 
© fioners of Chel/ea Hofpital, for the Year 1735.” 

By comparing the Sum granted by the firft of thefe 
Refolutions, with the Sum granted for the fame Purpo- 
fes in the preceding Seffion, our Readers will fee, that 
our additional Expence upon this Article for the current 
Year, amounts to 11,7131. gs. 2d. 

Immediately after thefe Refolutions were agreed to, 
Sir W m W- m ftood up, and moved to-read 
the Journal of the Houfe of the sth of December, in the 
2d Year of the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, 
in Relation to the Report from the Committee, to whom 
the Confideration to the Eftimates and Accounts relating 
to the Army, Navy, and Treafury were referred, which 
was accordingly read. Then he moved to read the Jour- 
nal of the Houfe of the oth Day of Noveméer, in the 
third Year of the Reign of their faid Majefties, in Rela- 
tion to the Appointment of a Committee, to infpe& the 
Efiimate of the Charge of their Majefty’s Navy for the 
Year 16923 and the fame being read accordingly, be 
then moved, That the ordinary Eftimate of his Majefty’s 
Navy for the Year 1735, might be referred to the Con- 
fideration of a fele&t Committee, and that they fhould 











examine the fame, and report the Faéts with their Opi- 
nion thereupon te the Houfe. 

The Argument in Support of this Motion was in Sub- 
fiance as follows, viz. 


STR, 

HEN I refle&t upon the long Peace this Nation 

has had the good Fortune to enjoy, I am furpri- 
fed to confider how bad an Ufe has been made of it by the 
Publick, how fimall a Part of our publick Debts has 
in all that Time been paid off; but when I confider the 
vaft Sums that have been yearly raifed in all that Time, 
when I confider that the People have not been made quite 
free of any one Tax which the preceding War brought 
upon them, nor any Tax, except one only, in the Jeaft 
diminifhed, I am really aftonifhed: I cannot compre- 
hend how it was poflible, in every Year of this long 
Term of Peace ‘and Tranquility, to find fo much as 
plaufible Pretences for putting the Nation to fuch a vaft 
Expence; and I muft think, if our Parliaments, for 
thefe twenty Years pat, had follow’d the laudable Ex- 
ample Jaid dewn in the Precedents now read to you, — 
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had always appointed a fele&t Committee, to confider 
and examine the Eftimates yearly laid before them, it 
would not have been poflible to prevail with them to 
agree that fuch an Expence was neceffary. 

This, Sir, I with had been done by every Parliament, 
not only for thefe twenty Years paft, but by every Par- 
liament fince the Revolution: But as it is never too late 
to do well, and as this is the firft Seflion of a new Parlia- 
ment, I hope we fhall!l begin to follow that Example 
which was fhewn by the firft Parliament after the Revo- 
Jution. I hope it will not be faid, but that Parliament 
had as good Reafon to put a Confidence in the Admini- 
{tration as this Parliament has, or as any Parliament 
had fince that Time ; and yet we find that Parliament, 
in their very firft Seffion, pafling an A&, and by Ballot 
appointing Commiffioners, for taking and examining 
the Accounts of ali publick Monies, and refolving that 
no Perfon fhould be one of thofe Commiflioners, who 
had any Office of Profit, or was accountable to their 
Majefties; and their Cure of the publick Money, in 
their fecond and third Seffions, we may colle& from the 
Journals now readto us. For this Reafon I am convin- 
ced, that what I am now to propofe cannot be reflected 
on, as fhewing the leaft Difrefpeét to his Majefty, or as 
tending to fhew a Diffidence in our prefent Adminifira- 
tion. It is only fhewing that prudent Care of the 
People’s Money, which we ought always to fhew as their 
Reprefentatives, even tho” there were no particular Rea- 
fon for our being fo careful. 

But at prefent, Sir, we have a particular and a very 
melancholy Reafon for refuming the ancient Ufage of 
Parliament: It is well known that Eftimates have been 
every Year laid before this Houfe, of all the Expences 
which were then fuppofed to be necefflary for the enfuing 
Year; and notwithftanding thofe Eftimates were very 
extraordinary, and much larger than were ever before 
ufual in this Nation, yet. in every Year ample Provifion 
has been made for the Expences of the enfuing Year, 
conform to the Eftimates that had been laid before the 
Houfe: This is known to every Man, and every Man 
that does know it muft think it very odd, that in fo 
fmall a Number of Years fuch a great Debt fhould be 
contraéted as is at prefent due upon Account of our 
Navy but it muft appear flill more furprifing when we 
confider, that in every Seffion of Parliament Accounts 
have been laid, or ought to have been laid befcre this 
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Hloufe, of the Deficiences, if any, of all former Grants, 
and likewife of all Services incurred and not provided 
for by Pariiament. If fuch Accounts had been fully 
laid before this Houfe, and rightly confidered, they 
would certainly have been exafhined into in every fuce 
ceeding Seffion, the Deficiencies, if real, would then cer- 
tainly have been made good, and the Services, if found 
to have been neceffarily incurred, would certainly have 
been provided for, out of the firft and readieft of the 
Grants made for the Service of the next enfuing Year. 
This, Sir, is the natural and the only proper Way of 
providing for all Deficiencies, and for all Services incur- 
red and not provided for by the former Seflion of Parlia- 
ment: While this Method is regularly purfued, the 
Strength of the Nation is not impaired by loading Pofte- 
rity with Debts and Mortgages, nor can the People be fo 
eafily prevailed on to fubmit to any extravagant and un- 
neceflary Expence; and the Faéts being frefh in every 
Man’s Memory, if any Fraud or Fallacy be artfully 
couched under any of the Articles of the Accounts given 
in, it may be eafily difcovered ; but when the Nation is 
thus fecretly run in Debt, the Strength of it is daily im- 
paired; the People being ignorant of their Expence, 
cannot find Fault with any of thofe extravagant Mea- 
fures which occafioned that Expence ; and when Ac- 
counts are brought into this Houfe, in fuch a Heap, and 
after the Tranfaftions to which they relate have been all 
paft and forgotten, it is then impoffible for Gentlemen, 
who perufe them only at the Table, to difcover the 
Falfhood of any of the Articles, or the Fallacies that 
may be practifed in the Manner of ftating the Accounts. 
Upon fuch a flight View, Sir, as I have taken of the 
Accounts now upon the Table, it is not poffible for me 
to enter upon the particular Articles ; but I cannot help 
taking Notice of one Article, which to me appears to be 
a very extraordinary one. There fs one Article of very 
near 250,000/. charged, not for the Building of Ships, 
but for the building of Houfes; whether fuch Houfes 
were neceflary I fhall not now pretend to determine, but 
if they were, I think it is too large a Sum for any 
Minifler, or for any Adminiftration to have expended, 
without a previous Authority from Parliament, and that 
I am fure was never fo much as asked for. What the 
prefent may think of fuch a Sum, or what the Gentle- 
men of this Houfe may think of fuch a Sum I do not 


know, but I am fure his Anceftors, even thofe of the 
very 
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very laft Age, would have been extremely fhy of load- 
ing the People with at leaft a Six-pence in the Pound 
upon all the Lands in Great Britain, for no other Pur- 
pofe but that of building Houfes for the Commiflioners 
and other Officers belonging to the Admiralty; and E 
muft think it a little extraordinary to fee Minifters, 
of their own Heads, undertake to do that which even 
Parliaments of old would fcarcely have undertaken to 
have done. ’Tis true, Parliaments have of late become 
very good-natur’d, they have put great Truft and Con- 
fidence in Minifters, and have generally, I thal! not fay 
blindly, approved of all minifterial Meafures: This 
may perhaps have made Minifters prefume a little fur- 
ther than they would otherwife have done; but I am 
very fure that in former Times, nay "till very lately, 
no Minifter would have dared to have drawn the Nation 
into fueh an Expence without « . Authority from Par- 
liament for fo doing, 

This Article would, I believe, Sir, have appeared a 
little extarordinary, in the moft flourifhing Circum- 
ftances that ever this Nation was in; but in our prefent- 
Circumftances, when the People are groaning under 
heavy Taxes, when moft of thofe Taxes are already en- 
gaged for the Payment of our Debts, I muft think it 
highly extravagant. We ought to make our Efiate our 
own, we ought to free it from thofe Mortgages that are 
upon it, before we think of beautifying it with fump- 
tuous and coftly Buildings. However, gi, Jet me fup- 
pofe that this Expence was no Way extravagant, that it 
was abfolutely neceffary, yet ftill it ought to have been 
provided for by Parliament before it was undertaken, or 
at leaft it ought to have been provided for by the very 
next Seffion after it was laid out: In that Cafe the Par- 
liament would probably have taken Care to have faved 
as much upon fome other Article: By that Means our 
being involved in fo heavy a Debt as we are at prefent 
would have been prevented, and we would have been in 
a more tolerable Condition for a&ting that Part, which 
the prefent Circumftances of Europe may make incum- 
bent upon us to undertake. 

The Revenues of a Nation, Sir, which always arife 
from thofe Taxes the People are obliged to pay, may 
properly be compared to the Revenues of a private 
Gentleman’s Eftate; and every Gentleman who has a 
Regard to his Family, or to his own Credit, will = 
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tainly proportion his Expence and Way of Living to the 
Revenues of his Eftate, taking Care to fave as much 
yearly as may be neceffary for providing for the younger 
Children of his Family, and for anfwering thofe con- 
tingent Expences which future Accidents or Misfortunes 
may probably bring him into: Such a Gentleman will 
confider, that if, by his Way of Living, or by any ex- 
penfive Projeét, he fpends more than the yearly Revenue 
of his Eftate, may, according to this Computation, an- 
fwer, he mutt yearly deftroy a Part of his Eftate; and 
that the greater this Surplus is, the fooner his Eftate and 
Family will be ruined. Let us fuppofe then that fuch 
a Gentleman had defired his Steward to fit down and com. 
pute the Method and Manner how he was to live, the 
Number of Servants he was to maintain, and the Equi- 
page he was to keep up, fo as not to fpend yearly more 
than the Revenue of his Effate could bear, allowing fo 
much yearly fur Childrens Provifions, for paying off 
Mortgages, if he had any upon his Eftate, and for future 
Contingencies: Suppofe this Steward had prefcribed fuch a 
Manner of Living, and had for feveral Years fed him up 
in the Notion, that he was {pending no more yearly than 
his Eftate could bear ; but at Jaft brings him in a terrible 
Account of Expences incurred and Debts contra&ted, by 
the Manner of Living which he himfelf had prefcribed, 
and gravely tells him he muft fell or mortgage one of his 
beft Manors for paying off thofe Debts: What would 
fuch a Steward deferve? What Treatment could he ex- 
pes to meet with? Surely he muft at leaft expe& all his 
Accounts to be canvafed and examined into in the ftrifteft 
Manner, and that his Mafter would never place a Confi- 
dence in any of his Schemes or Calculations for the future. 
The Cafe, Sir, is the fame with this Nation at pre- 
fent: We have been cajoled and made believe, that 
what we were fpending yearly was no more than the 
Taxes yearly raifed would anfwer: Thefe Taxes have 
tween chearfully granted by Parliament, and as chearfully 
paid by the People, in full Expeétation that thefe were 
all that were neceffary for anfwering our annual Ex- 
pence ; but now, Sir, when we are in Danger of being 
brought into a great but unforefeen Expence, we are told 
that we have run much in Arrear, that a great Debt has 
been contra&ted, and that for the Payment of this Debt, 
we mutt either mortgage thofe Funds which ought te be 
referved for a Time of Danger, or we muft lay violent 
and impious Hands upon thofe Funds which have oe 
ong 
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Jong ago declared facred, and religioufly appropriated for 
relieving us from thofe heavy Burthens we at prefent 


‘Broan under, While we are Members of this Houfe, 


Sir, we are the Truftees and Guardians of the People ; 
and when the People have been fo much cajoled and de- 
ceived, when they have been thus infenfibly run into a 
heavy and an unexpected Arrear, fhall we approve of the 
the Accounts of thofe Services by which that Arrear has 
been occafioned, without examining ftriftly into every 
Article ? I muit think we are, both in Honour and Con- 
fcience, bound to examine them in the ftriéteft Manner, 
and therefore I fhall beg Leave to move, &c. (as before- 
mentioned. ) 


To this it was anfwered in Effe& as followsa 


SIR, 

HE Affairs of Europe, and the various Incidents 

that have occurred fince the famous Peace of 
Utrecht, are fo frefh in every Man’s Memory, that I 
think it very unneceffary to enter into any particular De- 
tatl of them; and therefore I fhall only obferve in gene- 
ral, that every Man, who knows any Thing of the Hi- 
ftory of Europe for thefe laft twenty Years, may very 
eafily give a Reafon why we have not been able to pay 
off any very confiderable Part of our publick Debts. 
There was no Method of paying off honettly and fairly 
any of our Debts formerly contraéted, but by encreafing 
the publick Revenue, or faving a Part yearly of that 
which had been before eftablifhed; and any Gentleman 
who will attend to our Condu& for thefe laft twenty 
Years will fee, and muft acknowledge, that both thefe 
Methods have been purfued as much as it was poflible, 
We could not encreafe the publick Revenue by impofing 
any new Taxes, for our People think they are already 
burthened with too many; and if any fuch Method had 
been propofed, it would certainly have been oppofed, 
perhaps by fome of thofe Gentlemen who now find 
Fault with fo fmall a Part of our Debts having been 
paid off: The only other Method of encreafing the 
publick Revenue was, by having the Taxes curefully 
colleGted, and thereby endeavouring to encreafe the 
Produce of each3; and this has been purfued with the 
utmoft Care and Induftry, infomuch that moft of our 
Taxes produce more now than they did tweaty Years 
ago. 
With 
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With Refpe& to the faving a Part of the publick 
Revenue which had been before eftablifhed, it could be 
done no other Way but by reducing the Intereft payable 
to the Creditors of the Publick, or by reducing the 

ublick annual Expence: The firft of thefe Methods, 
I believe it will be acknowledged, has been purfued with 
great Induftry, and luckily for the Nation, with great 
Succefs; and no Man can with Juftice fay, that for thefe 
twenty Years paft the Nation has been put to any Ex- 
pence but what was abfolutely neceffary, according to 
the Circumflances the Affairs of Europe, or the Affairs of 
the Nation were in at the Time; nor has it been put to 
any Expence but what was regularly laid before the 
Parliament, and always approved of by Parliament; fo 
that the finding Fault with any Part of our Condu& for 
thefe twenty Years paft, is not really finding Fault with 
the Conduét of our Minifters, but with the Condué& of 
King and Parliament, 

I fhall agree with the Hon. Gentlemen, Sir, that Efti- 
mates have been every Year laid before the Houfe, of 
what was then fuppofed to be neceffary for the Service of 
the enfuing Year; and I hope they will agree with me 
that it was right todo fo; but I never heard that the 
Gentlemen who computed thofe Eftimates and laid them 
before Parliament pretended to be infallible; and as they 
never pretended to be fo, they have often found they 
were not; the Eflimates they have given in have been 
found to be deficient, fome of the neceflary Services have 
been fometimes omitted, or the Sums thereby allotted 
have been found not fufficient for anfwering the Services 
for which they were appointed, and this is one of the 
Reafons why fo large a Debt now appears to be due on 
Account of the Navy: Another Reafon is, that the 
Funds appointed by Parliament for raifing thofe Sums 
which were yearly granted by them for the Service of 
the Navy, have been always found deficient ; and a third 
Reafon is, that the Parliament have often found it necef- 
fary for the Safety of the Nation, to give his Majefty 
Votes of Credit, in Purfuance of which fome additional 
Expences have been incurred, above what were men- 
tioned in Eftimates yearly given in at the Beginning of 
the Seffion ; and as fuch Expences were generally incur- 
red by making Additions to our Navy, which is the na- 
tural Defence of this Nation in all Times of Danger, it 
has greatly encreafed the Debt due on Account of our 
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Navy, and is one of the chief Reafons why that Debt is 
now become fo confiderable. 
. All thefe Deficiencies, as foon as they were known, 
have been every Year regularly laid before Parliament 5 
fome of thofe Accounts relating to the Navy Debt, 
which are now upon your Table, have been for feveral 
Years fucceflively laid upon your Table, and all of 
them, except fome few Articles which have lately ac- 
crued, were laid before the laft Seffion of Parliaments 
but for what Reafons I thall not pretend to determine, 
the Parliament never thought fit to provide for thofe 
Deficiencies, or to pay off any Part of that Debt which 
had been thereby occafioned ; tho’ I muft fuppofe that, 
as the Accounts were regularly Jaid before Parliament, 
when the Faéts and the Tranfaétinns to which they re- 
Jated were freth in every Man’s Memory, if any Error 
or Fallacy could have been pointed out, or if any Ob- 
jeStion could have been made to any one of the Articles, 
it would not only have been taken Notice of in this 
Houfe, but would have been made a Sybjeét for Clamour 
over the whole Nation; for there always have been, and 
I hope there will always be, a great Number of Gentle- 
men in this Houfe not only capable, but ready and 
willing to difcover any Falfhoods or Fallacies that may 
be artfully foifted into our publick Accounts; and if 
any fuch Difcovery had been made, our Tranfaétions are 
not fo fecret, but thofe who are difaffetted to his Majefty’s 
Family and Government, or difcontented with the Admi- 
niftration, might have got hold of the Difcovery, and 
would certainly have from thence endeavoured to have 
raifed a popular Clamour, at leaft againft the Admini- 
ftration: For this Reafon I muft fuppofe, that all the 
Accounts upon your Table have already been fuficiently 
canvafed, and therefore I cannot think there is any Occa- 
fion for appointing a felect Committee for that Purpofe. 
As for the Article, Sir, which the Hon. Gentlemen 
have been pleafed to diftinguifh by a particular Remark, 
it is certain that Houfés, Docks, Dock- yards, and Ma- 
gazines, are as neceflary for the Support of our Navy as 
Ships of War; and it is as neceffary to rebuild the for- 
mer, when fallen to Decay, as it is neceffary to rebuild 
the latter. To pretend that Minifters, by Direétions 
from his Majefty cannot nor ought not to order a Dock, 
Dock-yard or Admiralty Office to be repaired or rebuilt, 
without having firft laid the fame before Parliament, 
feems to me fomething ~— ey 3 it may be . 
we 
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well pretended, that they ought not to order a Man of 
War to be rebuilt or repaired, without having firft laid 
the fame before Parliament: In this Refpeé& the Great- 
nefs or the Smallinefs of the Sum can make no Difference, 
it is the Nature of the Service only we are to regard, 
when we are to determine, whether it ought or ought 
not to be Jaid before Parliament before it be undertaken ; 
and furely no Man will fay, but that his Majefty, or his 
Minitlers by his DireStion, may give Orders to rebuild a 
Man of War, or to repair or rebuild a publick Office, 
without having firft laid the Affair before Parliament for 
their Approbation. I believe it will be granted, and © 
if it were enquired into it would be found, that no 
Money has been Jaid out in this Way, nor any Houfes 
built, but what were abfolutely necefflary ; and if there 
had been any Falfhood or Fallacy in any of the Accounts 
relating to that Expence, as they have been long upon 
the Table, it would certainly have been difcovered, and 
would long before now have been taken Notice of. 

Thus it muft appear, Sir, that the Story we have been, 
told of a Steward’s running his Mafler in Debt, is no 
Way parallel to the prefent Cafe; for this Nation has 
been run into no extraordinary Expence, but what had 
not only the Authority of Parliament before it was un- 
dertaken, but the Approbation of Parliament after it 
was laid out; and if any Debt has been contra&ted, if 
the Funds appropriated for the Service of the Year have 
proved at any Time deficient, or if any Services have 
been incurred which were not provided for by Parlia- 
ment, thofe Deficiencies and thofe Services have been 
regularly laid before Parliament as foon as they could be 
brought into an Account: And it is very certain, if a 
Steward fhould run his Mafler into no Expence but what 
he had a previous Authority for, and fhould fairly and 
honefily lay before his Mafler every Year, or as often as 
it could poflibly be done, a full Account of the Debt he 
had contrasted in the preceding Year, that Steward could 
deferve no Cenfure from his Mafter, nor would his Ma- 
iter have any Reafon for examining his Accounts, in a 
more particular Manner than he had ever done thofe of 
any other Steward, 

Now, Sir, as it muft be granted that the naming of a 
felet Committee, to enquire into and examine any 
Accounts or Eftimates, is a very extraordinary Method 
of proceeding, a Method which hes not been praétifed 
for many Years, and never was often prattifed, we mutt 
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fuppofe it will give a general Alarm, and will make 
People imagine that fome Frauds have been committed, 
or at Jeaft that there is a Sufpicion that fome Frauds 
have been committed: This will of Courfe throw a Re- 
flef&tion upon his Majefly’s Government ; and therefore I 
think we ought not to enter into any fuch Method with- 
out fome very ftrong Reafons; and as I can fee no Reu- 
fon for our entering into any fuch Method, as I can ime 
no Good that can be expefted from any fuch Method, 
Tam convinced it will doa great deal: of Mifchief, ‘a 
raifing Jealoufies and Fears among his Majefty’s Subj-cs, 
therefore I mutt be againft the Motion. 





The Reply was: 

SIR, 

T ‘is from the Knowledge I have of the Hiflory of 

this Nation in particular, and the Hiftory of Furope 
in general, that I am fo much furprized, with Refpect to 
the fmall Part of our publick Debts that has been paid 
off, notwithflanding. the Continuance of all our Taxes, 
and the vaft Sums. that have been raifed in every Year of 
that Time; and-.the more I confider it, the more I am 
furprized, the Jefs I can account for the unprofitable 
Uffe we have made. of fuch a long Term of Peace and 
Tranquility: But Iam ftill more furprized to hear any 
Gentleman fay, that ajl poffible Methods have been pur- 
fued, either for diminifhing the publick annual Expence, 
or for dintinifhing the annual Intereft due to the Creditors 
of the Publick; on the contrary I am convinced, that 
all poflible Methods have been purfued for encreafing the 
firft; and no Opportunities have been embraced for redu- 
cing either the Principal or the Intereft due to the Cre- 
ditors’ of the Publick, but fuch as durft not be refufed 
or negletted. 

We have been for thefe twenty Years in a continued 
Courfe of publick Peace and Tranquility,. at leaft we 
have no War declared, nor any Broil with any of our 
Neighbours, for which a good Reafon can now, in my 
Opinion, be given or from which this Nation has reaped 
any vifible Advantage; and yet in every Year of that 
Time we have been very near at as great an Expence, as 
‘we were at in any one Year of the heavy War in King 
William’s Reign: We have had numerous Armies kept 
up within our own Country, we have: maintained ms ny 


‘Princes, and many Armies. in foreign Countries, and we 


have fent many expenfive Squadrons into aimott all Places 
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of the World; and I fhould be glad to hear a Reafon for 
any of our naval Expeditions into the Baltick or the 
Mediterranean, given by thofe who are now for our look- 
jng quietly on to fee the Emperor flripp’d of his Domi- 
nions in Italy, and Mufcovy prefcribing Laws, and gi- 
ving Sovereigns to its neighbouring Kingdoms: In like 
Manner, I fhould be glad to hear a Reafon for our being 
fo much alarmed at the Treaty of Alliance only, be- 
tween Spain and the Emperor, given by thofe who now 
feem to be fo little alarmgd at a Treaty, not only of 
Alliance but of Conqueft, between France, Spain, and 
Sardinia: This, Sir, I do not fay with a Defign to infie 
nuate that we have as yet any great Reafon to be alarmed 
at this Jafi Alliance, but I muft think we had from the 
Beginning much greater Reafon to be alarmed with it, 
than ever we had to be alarmed with the former; and 
I muft think it would now have been more juftifiable in 
us to have thrown ourfelves into the Arms of the Em- 
peror, in order to have prevented the Confequences of 
this Jaft Alliance, than ever it was to throw ourfelves 
into the Arms of France, in order to prevent the Confe- 
quences of the former: From a]l which I muft conclude, 
either that a great Part of the Expence we have formerly 
been at might have been faved, or that our prefent. In- 
aftivity is highly dangerous and utterly inexcufable; 
and which of thefe two to choofe, I fhall leave to the 
Gentlemen who now fo firenuonfly infift, that for thefe 
Jaft twenty Years we have taken all poflible Methods to 
diminifh our publick annual Expence. 

Now, Sir, as to the diminifhing of the Intereft payable 
to the Creditors of the Publick, can it be faid that we 
have taken any one Method to diminifh it, but what the 
Nature of the Thing and the Circumftances of the Na- 
tion plainly and direétly pointed out, nay fo _? 
that it would have been highly criminal in any Admini- 
firation to have negleéted the Opportunity? But if we 
had applied the Sinking Fund, religioufly and regularly 
to the Payment of our publick Debts, if we had faved 
‘every farthing of that Expence, which has been thrown 
away in maintaining numerous idle Armies, and fending 
out many jdle Squadrons, and had applied al] thofe Sa- 
‘vings to the fame honeft Purpofes, the Principal of our 
publick Debts would have been fo greatly reduced, that 
the Creditors who remained unpaid would have been 
glad to have taken what Intereft we were pleafed to allow 
them: Nay, Ido not know but the Principal would, pe 
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this Time, have been fo greatly reduced, that the thre 
great Companies would have been glad to have paffed 
from the Payment of any future Intereft upon what was 
due to them, in order to have had their Charters con- 
tinued, ’ 

Whether Accounts were regularly Jaid before Parlia- 
ment of the prefent Navy Debt, yearly as it became 
due, is what I fhall not pretend to deny, becaufe I do 
not really know whether it was fo or not; but if this 
be true, which I fhall, in Complaifance to the Hon. 
Gentlemen, admit, it is the flrongeft Argument that 
can be given for what is now propofed; it is a full 
Confirmation of that old Proverb, That, what is every 
Man’s Bufine/s, is no Man’s Bufinefs, and therefore an 
unanfwerable Argument for our returning to the old 
Cuftom of Parliament, and appointing felect Committees 
every Year to confider and examine every Eftimate that 
is laid before us: For I hope no Man will fay but that 
we ought, in Time of Peace efpecially, to raife as much 
within the Year as will anfwer the Services of the Year ; 
and if- any Deficiency fliould happen in the Funds 
granted for one Year, or if it fhould be found that the 
Eftimates were deficient, all thofe Deficiencies ought 
certainly to be made good the very next Year. It is 
‘certainly inconfifient with the publick Good to leave 
Arrears. Jong due, becaufe when Tradefmen, or thofe 
who furnifh the Publick with what is neceffary for pub- 
lick Ufe, muft Jie for Years out of their Money, it is 
certain they neither can nor will ferve the Publick fo 
cheap as when they know they are fure of their Money 
in Hand, or within a few Months after the Goods are 
delivered; and the longer any of thofe Arrears fland 
unpaid, the more expenfive will the future Contraés of 
the Publick always be, the greater Price will they be 
obliged to pay for every Thing that is afterwards bought 
for the publick Ufe. 

With Refpe&t to.Minifters, indeed, and the Tools em- 
ploy’d under them, I muft obferve, Sir, that it is of 
great Advantage to have publick Accounts fland long 
in Arrears and this Advantage is greater in the Navy 
than in any other Branch of publick Bufinefs, becaufe 
Tradefmen, and others who ferve the publick, but 
efpecially Seamen, cannot lie long out of their Money 3 
if they cannot get their Money foon after it becomes 
due, they muft go to Ufurers, minifterial Tools, and 
fuch like Extortioners, to fell or pledge their publick 
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Securities ; this brings fuch Securities to Difcredit and 
Difcount, and the more there’ are of them, the longer 
they are of being paid, the greater Difcount they come 
to be ats fo that at lait they furnifh a plentiful: Harvett 
to Minifters and their Favourites ; for when the Dif- 
count wpon thofe Securities is raifed to a fufficient 
Height, Minifters then give the watch Word to their 
Agents and Favourites to go out and purchafe; and 
when they have got them ail, or moft of them into 
their Hands, then the minifterial Bowels begin to yearn 
for the Sufferings of the publick Creditors, in having 
lain fo long out of their Money, and great Merit is affu- 
med from their coming to a compaflionate Refolution, to 
have fuch or fuch a Clafs of publick Creditors: paid off: 
This Houfe is' always too good-natur’d to refufe fuch a 
juft and fuch a benevolent Requeft, and thus Ufurers, 
Extortioners, and minifterial Tools, get) the full. Value 
of thofe Securities which they purchafed ata great Dif- 
count. This, Sir, I fhall not fay isthe Gafe at prefent; 
but I muft fay I am apt to believe, If an Enquiry were 
made'into the Affair, it would be found that there is but 
a very fmall Part of the Debt due upon the Navy now 
in the Hands of thofe who were originally the Creditors 
of the Publick; and-even this, Sir, is; in my Opinion, 
an Enquiry not unworthy: of the Reprefentatives of the 
People of Great Britain in Parliament affembled. 

But, Sir, whatever the Intereft of Minifters:may be, 
it is certainly the Intereft of the’ Publick to pay off their 
Debts’ regularly, and! as feon as poffible; and as I am 
convinced every Gentleman: now, or formerly, in this 
Houfe, has, and always had the Intereft of the Publick 
more at Heart than the Intereft of the Minifter-; therefore 
Tam convinced, that if thefe Accounts have been upon 
‘our Table all the other Gentlemen of the Houfe are in 
the fame Condition’ with me; thev are fo far from 
having canvafed every Article of them, that they are 
quite’ igtiordnt of their having been ever Jaid upon the 
Table before this Sefion of Parliament: If any Gentle- 
man had but caft his Eye upon fuch Accounts, in any 
preceding Seflion, and had: obferved the Arrears ftanding 
unpaid, or unprovided for by Parliament, his Regard 
for the Publick, his Regard for the diftreffed Creditors of 
the Publick, would certainly have prempted him to 
‘shave moved to have had them: taken into Confideration, 
and pdid off long before now ; nothing could have pre- 
vented it but a Negle&t, which-has been occafioned by its 
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not having been made the Concern of any particular Se® 
of Men; and for this Reafon we never ought to think 
it fufficient to have Accounts or Eftimates laid upon our 
Table, we ought always to refer the Confideration of 
them to fele& Committees ; and thus, by making it the 
particular Bufinefs of a few, we may expect they will 
never be negletted and over-Jooked, as thofe now before 
us feem to have been, by their having been left to the 
Care of the whole Houfe. 

I muft beg Leave, Sir, to differ with the Hon. Gen- 
tlemen when they fay, that the Nature of the Service is 
only to be regarded, when we are to determine, whether 
it ought or ought not to be laid before Parliament before 
it be undertaken ; for, in my Opinion, the Sum to be 
laid out ought Jikewife to be confidered: If the Sum to 
be laid out be but fmall, and the Nature of the Service 
fuch as of Courfe often occurs, it may be undertaken 
without any particular DireGtions or Authority from 
Parliament; but if the Sum comes to be very large, tho” 
the Nature of the Service be fuch as has often occurred, 
and has generally been undertaken without any particular 
Direétions from Parliament, yet fuch DireStions become 
neceflary when the Sum is much larger than what is 
ufually required for that Service: His Majetty may, 
without Doubt, give Orders to have a Man of War, or 
perhaps half a Dozen in a Year, repaired; but if by the 
Negle& of former Times, or by any great Misfortune, it 
fhould become neceffary to Jay out, in any one, two, or 
three Years,- a very large Sum for that Purpofe, it 
would then become proper to lay that Neceflity before 
Parliament, and I think no Minifter ought to undertake 
fuch an extraordinary Service without having fir{t obtain- 
ed an Authority from Parliament for fo doing: In the 
Cafe mentioned, I believe it will be granted, that the 
Building of Houfes is a Service that does not often oc- 
cur; and I am very fure the Sum that has been Jaid out, 
and which now makes a great Part of our Navy Debt, 
is a much larger Sum than was ever laid out in this 
Nation upon fuch a Service, in fo fmall a Number of 
Years; nay, I do not know but it amounts to more than 
was ever before expended in this Nation for building 
Docks, or any other Sorts of Buildings for the Ufe of 
our Navy, or the Officers of our Navy; and therefore, 
both with Refpeét to the Nature of the Service, and the 
Sum to be laid out, it ought not to have been undertaken 
without. a previous Authority from Parliament. 





Sir 
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Sir, if the Nation has been run into any unneceffary 
Expence, if any unneceflary and unprofitable Services 
have been undertaken, I am forry to hear it faid, that 
nothing has been undertaken, nor any Expence incurred 
without the Authority and Approbation of Parliament ; 
but, Sir, if it were fo, the Authority or the Aipproba- 
tion of former Parliaments can be no Reafon for our 
giving our Approbation of what they have approved 
of, or following their Example in giving our Authority 
for undertaking fuch Services for Years to come, as they 
have authorifed for Years pafl: We are under no greater 
Obligation to approve of what was approved of by the 
very laft Parliament, than we are under to approve now 
of what was approved of by that Parliament in King 
Charles the Second’s Reign, which was called the Pen- 
fionary Parliament ; and I believe, if a Gentleman’s 
Steward fhould, by Ways and Means, obtain his Autho- 
rity for, or Approbation of, any extravagant and unne- 
ceffary Expence, he would be very apt, and would have 
good Reafon to cenfure his Steward’s Condu&t, when he 
found himfelf impofed on, his Revenues all mortgaged, 
and his Family ruined: If it fhould appear, that fuch a 
Steward had raifed for himfelf an opulent Fortune upon 
the Ruins of his Mafter’s Eftate, his Mafter, or at leaft 
the next Reprefentative of the Family, would certainly 
enquire into that Steward’s Conduét, and notwithftand- 
ing the Authority or Approbation obtained, would as 
certainlys if poflible, feize upon the Steward’s Eftate, 
and apply it towards the Relief of his own. 

To pretend that what is now propofed will raife 
Jealoufies and Fears among the People, or give them any 
Sufpicions of his Majefty’s Government, is an Argu- 
ment which I find, Sir, is always to be brought in over 
Head and Shoulders, when any Attempt is made to en- 
quire into the Conduét of his Majefty’s Minifters; but E 
would have Gentlemen confider, that the proper Bufinef 
of Parliament is to enquire into the Condué&t of Mini- 
fiers: It is one of the chief Ends of our meeting in 
this Place, and if the People find that fuch Attempts 
are always over-ruled or difappointed, it will give them 
a Sufpicion, not only of his Majefty’s Government and 
the Conduét of his Minifters, but it will give them Itke- 
wife a Sufpicion, and a juft Sufpicion too, of the Con- 
du&t of Parliament: We ought to confider what it was 
that gave the Parliament I have mentioned, in King 
Charles the Second’s Reign, the ignominious Epithet it 
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is now branded with’; atid if the People fhould conceiv® 
any fuch Sufpicion of this’ or any future Parliament, it 
would raife real Jealoufies and Fears among them, it 
would make them defpair of ever having their Grievances 
redreffed-in a legal Way; and that Defpair might drive ” 
them into the moft'violent-and the moft terribte Methods 
of feeking Redrefs; and therefore { -wifh-that Gentle- 
men would, upon all Occafions, diflinguith a little be- 
tween-his Majefty anthis Minifters; and-never allow the 
Refpe& they may have for the latter;-to~ever-balance 
the Duty they owe'té the.former.: aN 

TheR efpet that former Parliaments have thewn to the 
Minifters. for the Time‘ being, and the great Confidence 
that has fora long Time been put by Parliament in their 
Condu&; is, I am’ afrhid, one of the gteat Caufeés that 
this Nation now'remains groaning under’ fuch a Load of 
Debts and Taxés; and'therefore it is now high Time for 
ué.to reaffume a little of that Jealoufy which was indul- 
ged by our Anceftors, and which has fo often proved to 
be of the moft fignal Benefit to this Nation. We have 
been‘ talking big, Sir, of putting ourfelves in a Con- 
dition to compel the Acceptation of the Terms of Peace 
we are'to propofe, but I wifh we may not find that our 
Neighbours are too well acquainted with our Circum- 
flarices to be afraid of any Thing we can do: They know, 
I am efraid, that our’ People are already as heavily taxed 
as they. can with any Patience bear: They know that all 
thofe Taxes are already engaged, either for the Payment 
of our Debts, or for the Support of our civil Govern- 
ment ;’ and when they know us to be in fuch melancholy 
Circumftances, can it be fuppofed that our Menaces will 
have a great Influence upon any of their Refolutions - 
But if they fhould find that our Parliaments were begin- 
ning to look clofely into the Management of our publick 
Affairs, they would from thence conclude, that the 
beft Ufe would be made of every Shilling hereafter to be 
raifed, they would conclude, that the People would con- 
tribute with the more Alacrity, and from: thence they 
will probably be induced to give fome Attention to what- 
ever we may think neceffary to propofe, for reftoring 
the'Peace of Europe. For this Reafon, if there were no 
other, we ought to agree'to what the Hon. Gentleman 
has been pleafed to propofe. 
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‘The Queftion being at laft put upon the above Motion, 
it’ was, upon a Divifion, carried in the Negative; by 
198 to 168. 

The principal: Speakers for this Motion were, Sir 
W. m W. m, S | S—mmemys, Efq; P———p 
G n, Efqs the M r of the R——lis, 
W———_m Pp. y, Efqs and-others; and thofe againtt 
it. were, Sir R 2W. le, H————o W. le, 
Efq; Sir W. mt Yam ge, T: s W: ty 
Efq; Co}. Been, RC. 

Upon the Mutiny Bill’s being reported to the Houfe 
on the 26th of. February, Sir W rB t one 
of the Knights for S afhire, food up and fpoke 
to. this Effet: That fince the Houfe: had found it:ne- 
ceffary to make fuch a Jarge Addition to the Army, and 
feemed inclined: to continue the fevere Penalties on De- 
ferters, and the Method of recruiting preftribed by 
That, and former Bills of the like Nature, he thought it 
was neceflary to add fome Claufe, in order to make the 
Bill lefs dangerous to the Subjeét than it was as it then 
flood. That by a°Claufe in the Bill it was propofed to . 
be enaf&ted, as in former Bills, That if a poor Country 
Fellow fhould inlift-with an Officer and take his Money, 
and fhould afterwards, when carried before a Juftice, re- 
fufe to declare hioafelf inlifted, and take the Oaths pre- 
fcribed by. Law for that Purpofe, it fhould then be in 
the Power of the Officer to fend fuch a poor Fellow to 
Prifon, and confine him in a Dungeon for a whole 
Month, even tho’ it fhould appear that the poor Fellow 
was inveigled to inlift when he was drunk, and was.wil- 
ling to return the Money he had taken, and fatisfy all 
the Charges the Officer had been at. This Power of con- 
fining a Poor FeHow in a Dungeon, where he might be 
in. Danger of flarving, was, he thought, too great a 
Power to be intrufied abfolutely in the Hands of any 
Officer: It was no Way neceffary for his Majefty’s Ser- 
vice, and might be of dangerous Confequence, becaufe it 
might tempt fome Officers to praétife all the inveigling 
Asts they could think of, not with an Intention to re- 
cruit his Majefty’s Forces, but to compel poor Country 
Fellows to give them a Sum of Money, by Way of Com- 
pofition, for being difcharged from the Bargain they had 
made when drunk, or in a Pafbon; and from being freed 
from the Confinement to which the Officer had by Law 
an uncontroulable Power'to fubje&t them ; therefore that 
he would beg Leave to offer a.Claufe to be added to “, 
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Bill, which was to this Effet, ‘ That every Officer, 
© who ‘fhould thereafter inlift any Man to ferve in any 
© Regiment, thould within Days-carry the Man fo 
© inlified before fome one of the next Juftices of the 
© Peace, where theMan fo inlifted thould be at Liberty 
© to-declare-his Diffent, ‘and his having repented of 
* what he had done; and wpon his fo doing, and return- 
© ing to the Officer the inlifting Money, and the Ex- 
© pences the Officer’ had been at by inlifting him, and 
© carrying him before the Juftice, not exceeding the 
© Sum of fuch Juftice thould forthwith dif- 
© charge him: And that an Officer, guilty of any Fai- 
© lure or Negle& in this Refpe&t, fhould be liable to the 
‘fame Penalties to which Officers are made liable for 
© falfe Mufters.’ - 

This Motion was feconded by T- s Br , 
/Efq; one of the Knights for the County of E %, 
who informed the Houfe, That he a€tually knew a Cafe, 
where a poor Fellow was inveigled when he was drunk, 
and. when he came to be: fober, he repented of what he 
had done, and therefore réefufed to take the Oaths when 
earried before the Juftice ; but the Officer infifted wpon 
‘his being fent to Prifon, and confined for a Month in 
the Terms of the A&t of Parliament, tho’ the poor 
Fellow. offered to return the inlifting Money and all 
Charges; and it not being in the'Power, or not in the 
Inclination of the Juftice to refufe the Officer’s Demand, 
the poor Fellow was accordingly fent to Gaol, where he 
‘remained for fome Time; but having no Viftuals nor 
“Drink, he was,at laft- compell’d: to ‘go*befere- the Jultice 
and take the Oaths preferibed, in order to prevent his 
“being ftarved in Gaol. 

To this it was anfwered by Lieut. Gen. W¥——de, 
H—y B ey, Efq; P ck L Ys 
Efq; and Wem * . Efq;-in Subftance, That 
what was propofed by the fe offered, had already 
been taken ‘Care of'by his Majefty’s Orders and Direc- 
‘tions for regulating the Army ; for as no Soldier could 
-be -tried for: Defertion or Mutiny, -upon the Mutiny 
A&, unlefs he had taken the Oaths preftribed by that 
‘AG before: fome Juftice of Peace,-therefore-his. Majefty 
“had given a general Order to all Officers, that no Recruit 
“fhould ‘be brought ‘to or entered in.any Regiment, "till 
“he had been firft regularly inlifted, andvhad taken the 
Oaths -prefcribed by Law, ‘before fome of his Majefty’s 
“Juftices of the’ Peace’; fo that: by his Majefty’s Order, 
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every Officer was obliged to do what was propofed by the 
Claufe offered; and as the Bill then before them was of 
the fame Nature with former Bills againft Mutiny and 
Defertion,. it would be abfolutely. neceflary to continue 
the fame general Order to all Officers, with RKefpeé& to 
:their carrying Recruits before fome Juftices of _ Peace, 
therefore they thought it was unneceffary to add.any 
Claufe for that Furpofe ;, and it would be attended with 
many Inconveniencies, feveral of which they mentioned, 
particularly, That it would be often inconvenient, and 
fometimes impoflible for an’Officer to carry a Recruit 
before any Juflice within the Time propofed, or within 
any limited:Number of Days. 

It was replied by Sir W- m W m, Sir 
J nB a, §. is ys, Efq; and others, 
to this Effe&t,-That the very Claufe then propofed had 
been in feveral Mutiny Bills.during the Reign of King 
William, tho’ it.was then in Time.of War, and recruit- 
ing of Courfe more dificult than it could be fuppofed to 
_ be at prefent... That the Hon, Gentlemen could not fay, 
that by his Majefty’s Order they had mentioned, or. by 
s any Order his Majefty could give, the Juftices of the 
Peace was obliged to difcharge the Man inlifled, upon his 
declaring before his having repented of what he had done, 
and returning to the Officer the inlifting Money, and all 
the Charges the Oficer had. been at in inlifling, him. 
- That this-was what was propofed by the Claufe offered ; 
it was propofed to lay an Obligation upon the Juftice, 
and to give a poor Fellow an Opportunity to get off upon 
reafonable Terms,.in Cafe he-fhould repent of what he 
had done; neither of which had been, or could be ef- 
fetuated by any Order his Majefty had given, or could 
. give for regulating the Army. ,That.the Grievance com- 
_ plained of was, the inveighing of Men to inlift,. and 
making a Property of them-after their having been fo 
inveigled; and this was a Power or Privilege which they 
hoped no Officer’ would infift on: The abolifhing of this 
Power or Privilege was what was chiefly aimed at by 
the Claufe offered, and therefore they hoped the Houfe 
would agree to it. ‘ 

Sir R————- W- le and H y P. Mm, 
Efq; having at laft declared, That they would be for the 
Claufe if it was not, or-could be fo fafhioned as not ta 
be attended with any great Inconvenience to the Ser- 
vice; they therefore propofed, that the Debate fhould 
be adjourn’d ’till next Day, in order that fuch a eg 
. might 
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might be contrived as might prevent the Grievance com- 
plained of, without being attended with any great In- 
convenience to the Service: And it being admitted on 
the other Side, that the Claufe, as it then ftood, might 
perhaps ftand in Need of fome little Amendment, it was 

cagreed to adjourn the Debate till next Day ; when the 
Claufe, as it now flands inthe Mutiny Act, was agreed 
to, and added to the Bill. 





-, On the 28th of February, his Majefty came to the 
Houfe of Peers, and the Houfe of Commons being fent 
for, his Majefty was pleafed to give the Royal Affent to 
the Bill entitled, dn A& for continuing the Duties upon 
Malt, &c. in that Part of Great Britain called England ; 
and for granting to his Majefty certain Duties upon Malt, 
&c. in that Part of Great Britain called Scotland, for the 
Soren of the Year 1735 3 and to one Naturalization 

], 

The fame Day the Houfe of Commons having (accor- 
ding to Order) refolved itfelf into a Committee, to con- 
fider further of the Supply granted to his Majefty ; and 
the Treaty with Denmark, dated the 30th of September, 
N.S. being the 19th, O.S. 1734, having been referred 
to the faid Committee, a Motion was made as follows, 
viz. 

© That it was the Opinion of that Committee, that 
© the Sum of 56,250/. fhould be granted to his Majefty, 
© on Account of the Subfidy payable to the King of 
© Denmark, purfuant to the Treaty bearing Date the 
© roth Day of September, 1734, for the Service of the 
© Year 1735. 

This occafion’d a long Debate, in which many of the 
Arguments for and againft the Augmentation of our Sea 
and Land Forces were here again repeated ; but thefe we 
having already given an Account of, we fhall now give 
‘only that Part of this Debate which relates particularly 
to the Treaty. 


| The Argument for the Motion was to this Effect, viz. 


SIR, 
Aw HOUGH we are not engaged in the prefent 
War, nor have any particular Intereft for inducing 
us to engage in it ; yet, as the Balance of Power in: Eu- 
rope depends very much upon the Event of the prefent 
_ War, we do not know but we may be foon brought under 
a Neceflity 
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a Neceffity of joining one or other of the Parties now 
engaged in War, in order to preferve the Liberties of — 
Europe, and confequently our own; therefere ‘it is in- 
cumbent upon us to provide in Time, and to ftrengthen 
ourfelves before-hand, not only by increafing our Forces 
at Home, but by engaging as many foreign Powers: as 
“we can to join with us upon any fuch Event. ‘In fuch’a 
Situation it was natural for us ‘to caft our Eye -firft-to- 
wards Denmark, becaufe the Intereft of that Nation is 
generally the fame with our own ; and on the prefent 
Occafion it was the more neceffary, becaufe great Endea- 
vours were making Ufe of to have engaged ‘that Gourt 
upon the other Side of the Queftion ; fo that if we had 
not taken Care to have engaged that ‘Nation in an Al- 
liance with us, it was very probable, and very much to 
be apprehended, that-a certain other Power might have 
fucceeded in their Endeavours for engaging that Nation 
in their Intereft, which might have proved of the moft 
fatal Confequence to the Liberties of Europe, and confe- 
quently to thofe of this Nation. 
The Experience of the lat two’ Wars againft France, 
may convince us how dangerous it is to allow any of the 
Powers of Europe to exalt itfelf too much, and how-ex- 
penfive it may prove, to reduce a’ Power-that -has once 
got too great an Afcendant over its Neighbours : This 
engaged his' Majefty’s Attention as foon as the War broke 
out, and he has been ever fince ufing all his’ Endeavours, 
in Conjunétion with our Allies the Datch, to reconcile 
the Differences now fubfifting in Europe, and to put an 
End to the prefent War, ‘by a juft and.a reafonable Peace, 
re either Side fhould become fo formidable’ by Succefs 
and Conqueft, as to make it neceffary for this‘Nation to 
engage in the War, in order to reduce that Power which 
the Fortune of War had begun to make formidable. ‘In 
Purfuance of his Majefty’s gracious and wife Intention, 
a Plan of Peace has already been offered to ‘the Parties 
engaged in War; and the only effe&tual Way for render- 
ing his Majefty’s Endeavours fuccefsful, by the Accep- 
tance of this Plan, was, to render ourfelves formidable 
by our foreign Alliances, as well as by the Augmenta- 
tion of our own Forces both by Sea and Land 3 for by fo 
doing, we render’d it dangerous for either of the Parties 
engaged in War, to atrempt to amufe us with Negotia- 
tions, or to thew themfelves obftinate, in reftfing to 
give Ear to thofe juft-and:ticnourable Terms of oe 
ie So an whic 
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which his Majefty and’ his Allies were preparing to offer 
them. c 

The Expence which this Nation is to be put to by 
Means: of this Treaty with Denmark, mult appear but 
very inconfiderable to every Gentleman who confiders, 
that'we thereby not only fecure’ the Priendthip and At 
fiftance: of a very’ powerful Kingdom, but prevent their 
being’ engaged againft'us, in Cafe the future Event of 
the War fhould make it'neceffary for us to join the other 
Sides and-in all Cafes, either of a publick or a private 
Nature; «it is certainly the Height of Wifdom and Pru- 
dence, upon any Emergency, to lay out a fmall Sum of 
Money; whem it is probable we may, by fo doing, pre- 
vent: our being afterwards brought under a Neceility of 
putting: ourfelves to an immenfe Expence, and risking 
perhaps all that we are worth in the World. This is 
the very Cafe at prefent, in Relation to our Treaty 
with Denmark ; for we may probably, by that Treaty, 
prevent the Continuance of the War, or at leaff we may 
prevent either Side’s pufhing their Conquefls fo far, as 
to make itdangerous, and yet neceffary for us to engage 
againft them. 

It is:weil known that Nations are, in all’ their publick 
Tranfaétions, entirely governed by their own Intereft ; 
and: ag we knew, as all Europe knew, that great Offers 
were making to Denmark, in Order to engage them on 
that Side, againft which we might foon find ourfelves 
under-a Neceflity to engage, therefore it became abfo- 
lutely neceffary for us to ftep in feafonably, and to offer 
them fuch' Terms as might convince them, that it was 
more their'Intereft to join in an Alliance with us, than 
to joim in an Alliance with either of the Parties engaged 
in War: I muft therefore think, that the concluding of 
this Treaty was one of the moft prudent Steps his Maje- 
fty could take, and the Conditions on our Part are fo 
reafonable and fo eafy, that I think every Gentleman in 
this Houfe muft approve of them, and that therefore the 
Motion now made to us will be agreed to without any 
Oppofition. 





The Anfwer to this was in Subftance as follows, viz. 


SIR 
AM "glad to hear that we are as yet'no Way engaged 
in the Wat, and that we have no particular Intereft 
for inducing us to engage ; for if it be fo, I'am fure it is 
’ ridiculous 
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ridiculous in us to put the Nation to a great Expence, in 
Order to provide againft the Danger which may probably 
never happen. If we have nothing for inducing us to 
engage, but only the Danger the Balance of Power in 
Europe may be in by the Event of the War, we might 
have faved ourfelves a great deal of Expence, and may 
reft eafy and quiet till one of the,Parties now engaged in 
War begins to pufh their Conquefts fo far, as to endanger 
the Balance,of Power; then, and not till then, will it 
be neceffary for us to engage, and till then it is quite 
unneceflary for us to put ourfelves to any Expence : 
Nay, it is not only unneceflary, but very imprudent in 
us to precipitate ourfelves into an Expence, before any 
Danger appears, becaufe it is wafting the Strength’ of 
the Nation before we come to engage the Enemy, be- 
fore the Enemy fo much as appears in View. 
As we have no particular Intereft of our own for 
inducing us to engage in the prefent War, as we can 
have no Reafon for engaging in it, but only from the 
Danger the Balance of Power may come to be in by the 
Event ; in this Event, all the Powers of Europe are 
concerned ; they are all as much, and more, interefted 
in the Prefervation of that Balance than we are; and if 
it fhould come to be in any real Danger, they would: 
certainly engage in its Defence, without receiving any 
Bribe or other valuable Confideration from us ; but if 
we fhould thus make ourfelves the Don Quixots, or ra- 
ther the Dupesof Europe, if we fhould be always the 
firft to take the Alarm upon any War’s breaking out, 
and fhould runabout among the Powers of Europe, 
offering Bribes and Penfions to all the Princes and all 
the Minifters of State in Europe, the whole Charge of 
preferving that Balance would fall upon this :Nation ; 
and every Prince and Minifter in Europe would, upon 
every fuch Occafion, expe&t a Bribe or a Penfion from 
England, for doing that which he would otherwife be 
obliged te do for his own Prefervation : Even the Dutch, 
_ who were the firft that poffeffed us with that Notion of 
preferving the Balance of Power, which has already coft 
this Nation fuch incredible Sums of Money, may at laft 
refufe to afift, when the Balance of Power is really in 
Danger, unlefs we fubmit to make the Grand Penfionary 
of Holland a Penfionary of England, and to take a great 
Number of their Forces into Englifh Pay. 
It is really furprifing to hear Gentlemen talk of the 
Balance of Power's being at prefent in Danger, and that 
we 
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we muft already begin to provide, and to put the Nation 
to a great and immediate Expence for its Prefervation, 
when there. is not a Prince or State in Europe, who feems 
to apprehend that it is in the leaft Danger: The Dutcé 
are fo far from being apprehenfive of any fuch Thing, 
that they have not put themfelves to one Shilling Ex- 
pence on account of the, prefent War, or on account of 
that Mediation which they are engaged in as well as we: 
The Princes and States of Germany, who would certainly 
be the firft Sacrifices to the over-turning the Balance of 
Power in Europe, are fo far from being apprehenfive that 
it may be in Danger by the Event of the prefent War, 
that fome of the moft confiderable of them have aflually 
engaged in a Neutrality with Refpeét to the prefent 
War, and not one of them, but the Emperor only, has 
exerted, or is preparing to exert his whole Strength in 
Defence of the Empire : Even the King of Denmark, 
whom we have thought it neceflary, it feems, to engage 
by a confiderable yearly Penfion, is himfelf a Prince of 
the Empire, and would certainly fuffer by the overturn 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe, much fooner than it 
can be fuppofed this Nation could fuffer, and therefore 
we muft conclude, that it is more immediately his In- 
tereft to engage, not only in Defence of the Balance of 
ower, but in Defence of the Empire;. yet we, it 
feems, have been fo generous as to promife to reward 
him bountifully for doing what is abfolutely neceflary 
for his own Prefervation. This is a moft pernicious 
xample, it may at laft bring the Balance of Power into 
real Danger, becaufe it may tempt all the Princes of 
urope to negleét it, until we fubmit to be fo ridiculous 
as to grant them yearly Penfions for taking Care of it s 
and I do not know but this very Precedent has now 
provoked all the other Princes of Germany to ftand aloof, 
on Purpofe to engage us to extend our Bounty in the 

ame Manner to each of them. 
To tell us, Sir, that if we had not enter’d into this 
Treaty with the King of Denmark, he might have been 
prevailed on to have concluded a Treaty with a certain 
other Power, which might have been prejudicial to us, 
is, in. my Opinion, fomething very odd; for we muit 
fuppofe, either that we had no Occafion to enter into 
any Treaty, or we muft fuppofe that the King of Den- 
mark would hav@enter’d into no Treaty which could 
have been prejudicial to us: If the Balance of Power 
was not like to be in any Danger, we had no Occafiun to 
Wa tsbs te NItsie- Da oe 
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enter into any Treaty, and if it was like to be in Daa- 
ger, we cannot fuppofe that Denmark would have con- © 
cluded any Treaty contrary to that natural Engagement 
they have to preferve it ; much lefs can we fuppofe that 
they would have concluded any Treaty, by which it 
might have been brought into Danger. Princes, ’tis 
true, do not always fee their real Interefis; but if we 
refolve upon every Occafion to clear their Eyefight by a 
Bribe or a Penfion, I am. afraid none of them will ever 
open their Eyes, without réceiving fome fuch Remedy 
from us. Weare never to fuppofe that any Prince of 
Europe will engage againft the Liberties of Europe’, or 
will perform any former Engagement, when the Per- 
formance comes to be appatently intonfiftent with the 
Liberties of Europe, and confequently with his own In- 
dependency, unlefs he be very much’ blinded and mif- 
guided by fome private and particular Interett of his 
own; and of all the Princes of Europe, the King of 
Denmark is, in this Refpeét, the leaft liable to any Temp- 
tation: There are feveral other Princes of Europe who 
may be tempted to join with thofe who may have De- 
figns againft the Liberties of Europe ; becaufe they may 
be made from thence to expeét fome Addition to theit 
own Dominions ; and thefe‘are the Princes upon whom 
we ought to have a watchful Eye ; thefe are the Princes 
if any, upon whom we ought to beftow our Bribes and 
our Penfions, in order to keep them firm to the general 
Intereft of Europe: If we had by any Subfidy or Penfion 
engaged the Duke of Bavaria in an Alliance; if we 
had by any Subfidy or Penfion difengaged the King of 
Sardinia from his prefent Allies 5 or if we had laid out 
a Sum of Money in engaging the Polanders to make fuch 
a Choice of a King as would have prevented the break- 
ing out of the War, (and perhaps a Jefs Sum might have 
done, than the Expence we have already been at on Ac- 
count of the War) there might have been fome Reafon 
for our being at fuch an Expence ; but I can fee no 
Reafon for, or ‘any additional Advantage we can expect 
from, the Expence we are to be at on Account of this 
Treaty with Denmark. C 

I fhall readily agree with the honourable and learned 
Gentleman, that Nations are.entirely governed by their 
own Intereft: Nay further, I eae oe that ‘even | 
private Men are very much governéd by what they 
think their own Interefi; but as it is the Intereft of 
Denmark, és much as it is Qhe datereft of this Nation, 

rf 





to 








N° 83 for the Tear 1736. 207 


to preferve the Balance of Power in Europe, therefore I 
mutt think it was quite unneceffary for us to give them 
a Fee-for doing fo : I thall indeed grant, that they were 
in the Right to take it, fince we were fo generous ds te 
offer ‘it ; for, I believe, few private Men wil! refufe to 
take aBee, for doing that which it is both their Duty 
and “their ‘Intereft to do without any Reward. All I 
fhall, or'indeed can reafonably with for in fuch a Cafe is, 
that: no! Price or private Man would allow himfelf to 
be engaged’ by any Reward or Promife, to do that 
whieh: is ¢ontrary to his Duty, and really; if he confi- 
ders Jit ‘right,-inconfifient with his own Intereft. And 
as I have a great Opinion of the Honour and the Pene- 
tration both of the King and the Minifters of Denmark, 
I muft conclude, they would never have enter’d into 
any Engagements that were inconfifient with the Liber- 
ties of Europe, I muft conclude they will always be 
ready; without any Fee or Reward, ‘to join with all 
their Force in the Prefervation of the Balance of Power, 
whenever it fha}l appear to be in any real Danger, con- 
fequently I muft conclude, that it was altogether unne- 
ecflary for us to enter into any fuch Treaty as that now 
before us, or to promife any fuch Subfidy as is by that 
Treaty ftipulated ; and therefore, as one of the Repre- 
fentativésof the People; as one of thofe to whom they 
have intrufted the Management and the laying out of 
their Money in the moft fruga) Manner, I cannot agree 
' to put them to fuch an unfieteflary Expence as what is 
now propofed. ; 





¥t was reply’d in Subftance as follows, viz. 


S IR, 

Shall readily agree with the honourable Gentleman, 
that it will be quite unneceffary for us to engage in 

the War,. till one of the Parties now engaged begins to 
puth their Conquefis fo far as to bring the Balance of 
Power info ‘Danger ; but I cannot admit that fill that 
Event happens it will be quite unneceflary to put our- 
felves to any Expence: On the contrary it would, in 
my Opinion, be very imprudent in us, not to prepare 
for fuch an.Event, when every one mutt» fee that ie 
may probably happen ; and we can make no Preparations 
without. putting ourfelves ‘to fome Expence. If we 
fhould be altogether unprepared when that Event hap- 
pens, the prevailing — ~~ pufh their —_- 
2 © 
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f, far, before we could make fufficient Preparations for 
putting a Stop to them, that it might be out of our 
Power, with the greateft Preparations we could make, 
to prefcribe Bounds to their future Defigns, or to oblige 
them to reftore any of their Conquefts: Whereas by pro- 
viding in Time, we fhall not only be able to fay tothem 
whenever we have a Mind, Hitherto we have allowed 
you to come, you fhal} go no further; but we may very 
probably prevent any fuch Event’s ever happening ; be- 
caufe the Succefsful being fenfible of our Readinefs to 
give them a Check, they will of Courfe limit their 
Views, and not puth their Conquefls fo far as ta bring 
the Balance of Powerinto any Danger, 

The only two Ways of proyiding, either for. our own 
Defence, or for the Prefervation of the Balance of 
Power, in Cafe it fhould be brought into Danger, is by 
encreafing our Forces by Sea and Land at home, or by 
concluding Treaties and forming Alliances with neighe 
pouring States; and this laft is the moft neceffary, and 
ought to,-be firft undertaken; becaufe without: previous 
Alliances, we cannot have the Affiftance of our Neigh- 
bours as foon as we ftand in Need of them; and if we da 
not take Care in Time to engage them in our Intereft, 
they may happeh to be prevailed-on to engage with our 
Enemies, or .with thofe who may foon after come to be 
our Enemies. This is our, very Cafe at prefent, and 
was more particularly our Cafe with Refpeét to Den: 
mark; for however much it may be in their Intereft, to 
join with all their Force in preferving a Balance of Power 
in Europe, yet if we had not concluded this Treaty with 
them, it was very probable they would foon haye been 
drawn into Engagements which might foon have come to 
have been inconfiftent with the Liberties of Europes and 
if they had been once drawn into fuch Engagements, it 
would not have been fo eafy a Matter to get them difen- 
gaged, and much lefs to prevail with them to aét con- 
trary to thofe Engagements, - . 

*Tis true, Sir, all the Princes and States of Europe 
are as much interefted in the Prefervation of the Balance 
of Power ag we are; but if fome of the Princes of 
Europe, from private Views of their own, thould be 
drawn in to afift in overturning that Balance, or if fome 
ef them from Fear, or from other Motives, fhould re- 
folve upon a Neutrality, or fhould continue inaStive and 
indolent when the Liberties of Europe are in the utmoft 
Panger, are we to do the fame? Or if by a aah 

litle 
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little Money, we.could prevent their entering into any 
fuch Engagements; if by granting them a few fimall 
Subfidies we could rouze them from their Indolence, and 
render them ative and. refolute in the Prefervation of 
our.common Liberties, would it be prudent in us to att 4 
penurious Part upon fuch an Occafion; and by refufing 
to giveia Part ef what-we have, expofe ourfelves and all 
we-are worth in the World to inevitable Ruin? Such an 
unfeafonable Parfimony I hope no Gentleman wil! con- 
tend for, and therefore i#t muft be granted, that when the 
Liberties of Europe dre in Danger, or are like to be in 
Danger, we muft endeavour to unite the Princes and 
States of Europe in. their common Defence ; and if this 
Union cannot be. effeftuated, without our giving fome 
Bribes or Penfions, it mutt be done; for of two Evils 
the. leaft is always to be chofen. The Expence we are 
to be at by the Treaty now béfore us is, ’tis true an 
Evil, but every Man muft grant; that it would have 
been,}a much.greater Evil to have had Denmark engaged 
againft us, in Cafe we fhould hereafter find it neceflary 
to take a Share in the War: This I am fo fully con- 
vinced of, that I believe, if the Cafe fhould have hap- 
pened, the neglecting of Denmark upon fuch an Occafion, 





the not: making fuch-a Treaty as that now before us, 
would have been highly exclaimed againft, and would 
have been called an unpardonable Blunder. For this 
Reafon I cannot but approve of the Treaty, and there- 
fore I-cannot but agree to the Motion, 


. To this it was added by the M—r of the R——!!s 
and F——n H— we, Efq; who were for agreeing tv 
the Motion, That they approved of the Treaty as little 
as any Gentleman did: That tho’ they thought it was 
altogether unneceffary to put the Nation to fuch an Ex- 
pence *till the Damger became more apparent; yet as it 
was the firft Treaty his Majefty had concluded upon the 
prefent Emergency, they would agree to the Motions 
becaufe if that Houfe fhould difagree with what his 
Majefty had done with Refpe& to that Treaty, it wight 
be, at fuch a Conjunéture, of the moft dangerous Confe~ 
quence to the Liberties of Europe, by encouraging the 
ambitious Views which fome of the Parties engaged in 
War may now have, or hereafter form to themfelves, 
and by difcouraging any of the Princes or States of 
Europe from entering into, or concludiug any Treaties 
with his Majefty, even tho’ the Circumftances of vie 
, ould 
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fhould then abfolutely require fuch Treaties to be con- 
cluded. : 





«’ The Queftion being at Jaft put for agreeing with the 
Motion, it was upon a Divifion carried in the Afirme 
tive, by 270 to 178, ta 

The chief Speakers in Favour of this Motion. were, 
Sir R tW le, Sir W——~m: Y————ze, 
H.- 0 Vm le, Efq; Te s W. 
C= 1B n, and Mr. & y& 1, 
&c. and the chief Speakers again{tit were, Sir V-———m 
W. m, W m P ~~y, Efq; Sir F—~n 
B a, S$ 1.§ ys, Efq; W- nm 
5- n, Efq3; and Sir 7 2 Hemend 6 n, &e. 
* On Friday the 7th Day of March T sB mn, 
Efq; moved the H——fe of C ns as follows, viz. 
That. the Claufe-of an A& made the fecond Year: of ‘his 
prefent Majetty’s Reign, entitled, 4n Aé for the. more 
effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption in the Eleétions 
of: Members to ferve’in Parliament, which relates te the 
Jatt Determination in the Houfe of Commons, concern- 
ing ‘Votes for Members to ferve in Parliament for any 
County, ‘Shiré; City, Borough, Cinque-port, or Place 
with the Claufe relating to the Oath to be taken by re. 
turning Officers; thotild be read. And the fame having 
been read accordifigly, he then moved as follows, viz. 
That: thesCouncil at the Bar of this Houfe, or before 
the Committee of Privileges and EleGtions, be reftrained 
trom offering Evidence, touching the Right of Eleéion 
of Members to ferve-in Parliament for anyCity, Borough, 
ot Place, contrary’to the Jaft Determination in the 
Houle: of Commons’ which Determination, by an A@ 
pafied in the fetont’ Year of his prefent Majefty’s Reign, 
entitled, An Act for the more effettual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in, the Eleétions of Members to ferve in Par: 
liamént, is'made-final to all Intents and Purpofes whatfo- 
evér, any Ufage to the contrary notwithitanding. 





























This Motion éccafioned fome Debate, of which I thall 
give the Subftance as follows, viz. 


STR, Bf ott 2 

RY the Claufe of the A& now’ read to you, itiap- 
pears, that the laft Determinatioiy of the Houfe of 
Commons, with Regard to the Right of voting at any 
EleStion, ie declated to-’ be-final to. abl Intents and = 
on poles 
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pofes whatfoever, any Ufage to the contrary notwith- 
flanding 5 fo that in all future Difputes about any Elec 
tion‘ for the fame Place, the Jait Determination of the 
Houfe of Commons is the Rule by which the Right of 
Voting is to be determined, and againft which no Argu- 
ments, nor any Proof can be admitted: This I take to 
be iow the Law of the Land, and confequently is bind- 
ing as well upon this Houfe, as upon every Gentleman 
who hasbeen fince that A@, or may hereafter be con- 
cerned in any Eleétion. 

At all Times, Sir, ‘and particularly in fuch a dan- 
gerous Conjunéture as the prefent, it is incumbent upon 
us to eflablifh as generally as poflible among the People, 
a good Opinion of the Impartiality, Integrity, and Ju- 
flice of this Houfe in all our Refolutions, and in all our 
Proceedings. With Refpeé to State Affairs, efpecially 
fuch as relate to foreign Tranfaftions, the Fa&ts are not 
publickly known, nor can the Motives or Arguments for 
or againft any Queftion relating to them be underftood 
by the Vulgar, and therefore in fuch Queftions it is not 
eafy for the People in general to comprehend the De- 
bates; nor would it be poflible for them'to difcover the 
Injuftice or the Partiality of our Proceedings, were it 
poflible for this Houfe to be guilty of any fuch; but in 
all our Proceedings relating to Ele&tions, the People in 
general, or at leaft thofe who live in the Neighbourhood 
of the Place, where any Difpute happens about an 
Eleé&tion, know every Circumftance, ard are as capable 
to judge of the Motives or Arguments for or againft moft 
of the Queftions that occur upon fuch Occafions, as any 
Member of this Houfe ; and when the People obférve a 
Variety and Contradiétion in cur Determinations rela- 
ting to fuch Affairs; when they obferve the Right of 
voting at'an Eleétion given by this Houfe to one Sort of 
People, and in the very next Seflion perhaps, that Right 
determined by this Houfe to be in a quite different Sort 
of People, they muft conclude, that the Detérminations 
of this Houfe in Relation to that. Affair did not proceed 
from Juftice and Impartiality, but from private Intereft, 
or from Party-zeal. This is the Conclufion they muit 
neceflarily form with Refpeét to thofe Affairs they know, 
and can judge of; and the Misfortune is, that they from 
thence naturally conclude, that our Proceedings are go- 
verned by the fame Motives in thofe Affairs which they 
do not know nor can judge of, 
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To prevent an Effet fo dangerous to our Conftitution 
was, I believe, Sir, one of the chief Motives for infert- 
ing the Claufe now read to you in that A@ of Parlia- 
ment, and Care has been taken to exprefs it in Terms fo 
ftrong and explicit, that it cannot, in my Opinion, be 
evaded by any Artifice or Subterfuge. It is now the Law 
of the Land ; a Law) fo reafonable, that I hope it will 
never be altered or repealed; and a Law fo plain, that I 
can make no Doubt, but that the laft Determination of 
the Houfe of Commons will, for the future, be, in all 
fuch Cafes, an infallible Rule, a Rule from which we 
cannot depart. However, Sir, as fome Gentlemen are 
not fufficiently apprifed of this Law, or may entertain 
Hopes that this Houfe will not, in their future Deter- 
minations, flriftly adhere to it, they may therefore put 
themfelves to great Expence in bringing up Witnelfles, 
and may take np a great deal of your Time with Argu- 
ments, to fhew that the Right of voting at any Eleétion 
now difputed, is not in thofe People,-or in thofe People 
only, in whom it was declared to be by the laft Deter- 
mination of this Houfe; which will be a putting them- 
felves to great Expence, and taking up the Time of this 
Houfe to no Purpofe ; fince the Jaft Determination of 
the Houfe of Commons is now by Law eftablifhed as a 
Rule from which we cannot depart, notwithflanding the 
cleareft Proof of any Ufage to the contrary. 

As we ought, Sir, to prevent Gentlemen’s putting 
themfelves to any needlefs Expence, as we ought to 
prevent their attempting to take up the Time of this 
Houfe to no Purpofe, therefore I think this Law ought 
to be fome Way revived, not only to put Gentlemen in 
Mind of it, but to fhew them that we are refolved to 
adhere to it in the ftrifteft Manner; and as the. only 
proper Way for us to revive any Law, is by coming. to 
to fome new Refolution in Relation to it, therefore E 
hope the Houfe will agree to the Motion I am to- make, 
which is, That it may be ordered, that the Counfel at 
the Bar, &%c. (as above.) | 





To this it was anfwered thus 5 

SIR, 
MUST own, I have lately confidered the Claufe now 
read to you, and therefore am not now prepared to 
{peak to it, or to give my Opinion for or againfl the 
Motion which the Hon. Gentleman has been pleafed to 
make; but upon the firft View, I take the Motion to 
be. 
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be of the utmoft Confequence, becaufe I look upon it 
as an Attack, or rather a Reftraint, defigned to be put 
upon the Power and Jurifdiftion of this Houfe in the 
moft material Point, which is that of determining finally 
all Queftions relating to eleling the Members of our 
own Houfe. I really never imagined, nor could indeed 
have believed, that the Intention of that A&, or of any 
Ciaufe in it, was to limit or reftrain the Houle of Com- 
mons, with Refpe&t to their Determinations in Matters 
of Ele&tion ; for in all fuch Determinations I think we 
ought not to be under any Limitation, nor confined by 
any Rules and if there had been any fuch Intention, I 
believe this Houfe would never have agreed to the Bill, 
or at leaft to that Claufe by which any fuch Reftraint 
was intended to be Jaid upon the Houfe. 

It is for this Reafon, Sir, that I have always imagined, 
and ftiil think, that the Claufe now read to you relates 
only to Sheriffs, and other Returning Officers, and wus 
defigned as a Direftion to them, what Sort of Perfons 
they were to admit to vote or poll at any Election, with 
Refpe& to which they were by this Claufe obliged to 
take the laft Determination of the Houfe of Commons, 
as a Rule to be inviolably obferved by them at all fuc- 
ceeding Elections. This, Sir, I muff flill think, accord- 
ing to the View I have of it at prefent, is all that is d= 
figned by the Claufe; for it is certain, that if in all 
future difputed Ele&tions, we were to take the lait De- 
termination of this Houfe as an infallible Rule for ovr 
Condu&, a very great Injury would thereby be done toa 
great many Cities and Boroughs in England; and I can- 
not imagine that it was ever the original Intention of 
any Aét of Parliament to do an Injury to anv one, much 
hefs to great Numbers of his Majefty’s Subjects. 

However, Sir, as I have not lately read or confi- 
gered the Aét, I will not now pretend to be pofitive in 
my Opinion, and therefore I hope the Hon. Gentlemen 
will agree to put off the Confideration of this Motion to 
fome fhort Day, to Monday next if they pleafe, that 
ether Gentlemen as well as myfelf may have Time to 
confider it, before we are obliged to give our Opinion in 
2 Cafe which is certainly of very great Confequence. 
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It was replied as follows: 
SIR, 
S I had the Honour to be a Member of this Houfe 
when that A& had the good Fortune to pafs, I well 
remember the Hiftory of this very Claufe. This Claufe 
was not originally in the Bill, but was put into the 
Bill by the other Houfe, and was put in, I believe, with 
a View to prevent the Paffing of the Bill ; or at leaft that 
this was the Intention of thofe who firft contrived and 
inferted this Claufe: For they imagined that this Houfe 
would never agree to fuch an Amendment; but when 
the Bill came back to this Houfe, the Gentlemen who 
promoted the Bill were fo juftly fond of it, that they 
chofe to agree to all the Amendments made by the 
other Houfe, and this among the reft, rather than lofe 
fo good a Bill. Indeed as to this Claufe they had ano- 
ther, and a very good Reafén for agreeing to it; for tho’ 
it did lay fome Reftraint upon the JurifdiGtion of this 
Fioufe in Matters of Elef&tion, yet the Majority of the 
Hou!e then thought it a reafonable Reflraint, and even a 
neceffary Reflraint, in order to prevent, in Time to 
come, that Variety and frequent Contradiétion in our 
Determinations with Refpeét to EleG&tions, which had in 
Time pail greatly contributed to the giving the Genera- 
lity of the People a contemptible Opinion of all the 
Proceedings of this Houfe. 

The Claufe now read to you, Sir, is fo full, and con- 
ceived in Terms fo plain and eafy to be underttood, 
that I am furprifed to hear any Gentleman defire one 
Hour to confider it, before he agrees to the Motion now 
mide to you; but I am flilk more furprifed to hear any 
Gentleman, efpecially a Gentleman who has often at- 
tended the Committee of EleGtions, fev, he imagined this 
Claufe was intended-only as a Dircttion to the Sheriffs 
and other Returning Officers, with Refpett to what Sort 
of People they were to admit to vote or poll at any Elec- 
tion. This, Sir, I am furprifed to hear faid by any 
Gentleman who has ever attended the Committee of 
Eleétions; becaufe this very Direftion was given by 
A& of+Parliament many Years ago to all Sheriffs and Re- 
turning Officers: So long ago as fince, I believe, the 8th 
Year of King William’s Reign, all Sheriffs and Returning 
Officers have been prohibited, by an Aét then made, to 
return any Member to ferve in Parliament, contrary to 
the laft Determination in the Houle of Commons, as me 
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the Right of Ele&tion for fuch Place; and therefore it 
would have been quite unneceffary, it would have been 
ridiculous to have inferted in a late A& fuch a Claufe as 
that now before us, if no more had been intended by it, 
than to give the fame Direftions to Sheriffs and other 
Returning Officers, which were given to them by a for- 
mer A& then-in full Force: But, without any fuch 
Confideration, the Claufe before us is in itfelf fo clearly 
expreffed, that it is impoflible to miflake its Meaning ; 
and as the Hon. Gentleman intends nothing by his Mo- 
tion, but ta prevent Gentlemen’s putting themf{elves to 
a neediefs Expence, and giving this Houfe an unne- 
ceflary Trouble, I can fee no Reafon why we fhould 
make any Difficulty in agreeing to what he has propofed. 
Can Gentlemen be ferious, Sir, when they fay that 
this Houfe ought not to be confined by any Rules, that 
we ought not to be under any Limitation or Reflraint, 
with Refpe&t to our Determinations about the Election 
of our own Members, and that this Houfe would never 
have agreed to the Claufe, if any fuch Thing had been 
intended, Our Determinations in fuch Cafes are, *tis 
true, fupreme and final ; but furely, Sir, even in fuch 
Cafes we are limited and confined by the Rules of natu- 
ral Juftice and Equity, and likewife by the ancient Cu- 
ftoms and the Laws of the Kingdom. Let a Court of 
Judicature be as abfojute and fupreme as can be ima- 
gined, yet I fhould have a very bad Opinion of the 
Judges of that Court, if they confined themfelves to no 
Rules, nor even to thofe Laws they themfelves had be- 
fore made for their future Condu&. I donot know but 
fome of the Cities and Boroughs of England may have 
been injured by the laft Determination of this Houfe, and 
if there were any fuch, we muft grant, it was a Hard- 
fhip upon them, to make that injurious Determination 
abfolute and final as to them in all Time to come; but 
if there were any fuch injurious Determinations made 
by this Houfe, it was neceffiry by a Law to puta Stop 
to them, and the more there were of them, the more 
neceffary it was to make fuch a Law, in order to prevent 
any fuch in Time to come... The Hardfhip is already 
put upon them; the Law-is already paffed; it is now 
one of the eftablifhed Laws of the Kingdom, and cannot 
therefore be altered or amended by any Refvlution or 
Determination of this Houfe: It is not the firft Time 
that a Hardfhip has been put upon particular Men for 
the Good of the Society in general; but in this Cafe, if 
Ee'2 any 
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any City or Borough has been injured by the laft Deter- 
mination of the Houfe of Commons, and that Injury 
fix’d upon them by the Law now under our Confidera- 
tion, they may apply to Parliament for Relief, and will 
certainly obtain an A& of Parliament for that Purpofe, 
which is the only Method by which they can now be re- 
lieved; fo that the Hardfhip that has been put upon 
them can be of no Weight, it cannot indeed fo much as 
come under our Confideration in the prefent Queftion. 
However, Sir, tho’ I do not think it at all neceffary to 
take a Day to confider of the prefent Motion, yet I fhall 
not be againft it; becaufe I wifh it were made a ftanding 
Order of this Houfe, that no Motion fhould be taken 
into Confideration or agreed to the fame Day it is made: 
For this Reafon I fhall not be againft adjourning the De- 
bate “till Monday, according to the Hon. Gentlemen’s 
Defire, and I agree to it the rather, becaufe I hope, when 
the Motion has been fully and maturely confidered, it 
will be unanimoufly agreed to: But, on other Occafions, 
I hope thofe Gentlemen will fhew the fame Complai- 
fence to others, and will not infift, that any Motion they 
may hereafter think fit to make, fhall be immediately 
taken into Confideration ; for if this fhould be made a 





Kule for one Side, and not for the other, it would be as 
partial a Method of proceeding as was ever praétifed by 
former Parliaments in their Determinations about Elec- 
tions. 


Accordingly it was ordered, that the further Confide- 
ration of that Queftion fhould be adjourn’d to Monday 
Morning next, when the Motion was amended thus: 
That the Counfel at the Bar of this Houfe, or before the 
Committee of Privileges and Eleftions, be reftrained 
from offering Evidence, touching the Legality of Votes 
for Members to ferve in Parliament, for any County, 
Shire, City, Borough, Cinque port or Place, contrary to 
the Jaft Determination in the Houfe of Commons: 
Which Determination, by an A&€t paffed in the fecond 
Year of his prefent Majefty’s Reign, entitled, An AG 
jor the more effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption, in 
the Eleétion of Members to ferve in Parliament, is made 
final to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, any Ufage 
to the contrary notwithftanding, And then it was agreed 
to without any further Debate. 

The Principal Speakers upon this Occafion were, For 
the Motion, T——s Bn, Efq; So—1 S ys, Efqs 


Toment 
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W—r Pi r, Efq; and the M r of the R—Iils. 
For delaying the Motion, H ce W. le, Efq; 
H—y P m, Efqs and Sir W. m Y——ze. 








On Thurfday the 6th of March, a Motion was made 
in the H——fe of L. ds, * That an humble Addrefs 
‘ fhould be prefented to his Majefty, that he would be 
© gracioufly pleafed to give Direétiyn, that the feveral 
* Inftru&tions to Mr. Woodward, his Majetty’s Minifier 
* in Poland, in the Year 1729, fhould be laid before the 
© Houfe. 

This Motion occafioned a Jong Debate ; but as we 
have Jately given the Debate upon the fame Motion, 
made the preceding Seffion in the H——fe of C ns, 
pe fhall abridge our Account of this as much as pof- 

ble, , 


The Argument for it was to this Effeét : 


My Lords, 

S we are many of us by Birth, and all of us, by 

thofe Honours which our Kings have conferred 
upon us or our Anceftors, not only entitled, but obliged 
to give his Majefty our beft and moft fincere Advice in 
all arduous Affairs, one of tee chief Ends of our meet- 
ing in this Houfe, is to confider the State of the Nation, 
both with Refpeé& to foreign and dumeftick Affairs, in 
Order to give our King, upon every confiderable Emer- 
gency, that Counfel which we think may tend molt to 
his Glory, and the Intereft of the Nition; for which 
End it is neceffary for us to have all thofe Treaties, 
Negotiations, and other Papers Jaid before us, which 
may be neceffary for our Information in any Affair, in 
which it may be incumbent on us to give our Advice ; 
and for this Reafon it has always been the Cuftom and 
the Right of this Houfe, to call for all fuch Papers, and 
to confider them deliberately, before we ever offered to 
give our Advice to the Crown. 

I believe it will be granted, that with Refpeét to our 
foreign Affairs, there never was a more critical Conjunc- 
ture than the prefent ; there never was a Conjuncture 
when it was more neceflary for us to confider the State 
we are in, or more incumbent upon us to offer our bett 
and our fincereft Advice to our Sovereign, nor was there 
ever a Conjun@ure when the King could fland more in 
Need of honeft and upright Counfel: The Eyes bi all 

urope 
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Europe are now fix’d upon the Behaviour of Great Bri- 
tain, and by our Behaviour in the prefent Conjunéture, 
both the Honour and Intereft of the Nation, nay even 
the Liberties 01 Furope, may be either facrificed or pre- 
ferved. In fuch « Conjun&ture, can we perform our 
Duty to our Country or our King, can we anfwet one of 
the chief Ends of our meeting ia this Houfe, without 
examining into the State of our foreign Affairs, and of: 
fering our moft deliberate Advice to our Sovereign ; 
Upon fuch an Occafion, we are not to wait till his Ma- 
jetty thall be prompted by thofe about him to ask our 
Advice 5 becaufe, if by them he has been mifléd in any 
former Steps, we may depend on it, they will endeavour 
as much as they can, to divert his Majefly from apply. 
ing to Parliament for Counfel, when they are certain, 
that by fuch an Application their Condif&t would come 
to be eximined into, and highly cenfur’d : No, my 
Lords, this Houfe is his Majetty’s higheft and moft na- 
¢ural Council ; we are in Duty bound to give him our 
Advice upon every important Emergency ; and upon an 
Emergency of fuch Ih portance as the prefent, his Ma- 
jefty’s having made no Application to this Houfe for 
Advice, is, with me, a ftrong Argument that he has 
been mifled in fome late Meafures by thofe about him, 
end that by them he is diverted from applying where 
he is always fure to meet with honeft and upright Coun- 
fel ; and therefore I muft think we have the greater 
Reafon to enquire into the prefent State of our Affairs, 
and offer that Advice which fhall appear the moit con- 
fonant to our prefent Circumftances. 

This Confideration, my Lords, makes it the more ne- 
ceflary fer us fpeedily to offer his Majefty our Advice 
upon the prefent Poflure of Affairs in Europe ; and ag 
in this we cannot pretend to give any Advice, without 
being fully informed as to the Sources and Caufes of 
the prefent War, it is therefore abfolutely neceflary to 
have laid before us al] the Papers relating to our late 
foreign Tranfa&tiors. Among the many foreign Tranf- 
aétions we have been lately. engaged in, thofe relating to 
Poland are at prefent the moft neceffary for us to enquire 
into, becaufe the late Tranfa&tions in that Kingdom 
are faid to have been the fole Caufe of the prefent War 3 
therefore it is impofliible for us to give any Advice about 
the prefent Poflure of Affairs in Furope, without exa- * 
mining whether we had anv and what Share in thofe 


TranfaGtions ; and as in the Year 1729, the late King 
of 
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of Poland was dangeroufly ill of the Diftemper of which 
he afterwards dy’d 5 as cvery ane even then judged his 
Life could not be of any long Continuance ; and as every 
one likewife judged, that his Death might very probably 
produce a Combuttion in Europe, it is very reafonable to 
fuppofe, that Meafures for the Eleftion of a future King 
were then begun to be concerted ; therefore I think we 
ought to know whether we had any Share in thofe Mea- 
fures, before we offer any Advice to his Majefly upon 
the prefent Poflure of Affairs ; for which Reafon I fhall 
beg- Leave to make as modefta Demand as can well be 
made in the prefent Conjunéture, which is, That an 
humble Addrefs, &c. (as before-mentioned.) 





To this it was anfwer’d in Subftance as follows: 


My Lords, 
Shall agree with the noble Lord, that this Houfe has 
a Right to call for any Papers that may be neceffary 
for our Information, with Refpe& to any Affair we are 
or ought to enquire into; but to the Honour of this 
Houfe, I muft add, that That Right has been always 
hitherto ufed with great Prudence and Caution: We 
have never yet called for any Papers by which the Se- 
crets of the Government might be any Way divulged, or 
the Affairs of the Nation brought into any Diftre(s. 
Upon the prefent Occafion, my Lords, if his Majefty 
had found it neceffary to apply to this Houfe for Advice, 
he would certainly have done fo; and he has too much 
Penetration to atlow himfelf to be diverted by thofe 
about him, from doing what may be neceflary upon 
any Emergency, either for his own Glory or the Inte- 
reft of his People : But from what his Majefty has told 
us from the Throne, we may eéafily fee the Reafon why 
he has not as yet made any fuch Application: His Ma- 
jefty has told us, that he was no Way engaged in any 
of thofe Meafures which gave Occafion to the prefent 
War, and confequently he can have no Manner of Con- 
cern in it, unlefs fome of the Parties engaged fhould 
begin to pufh their Conquefis, or their Views, further 
than is confiftent with the Prefervation of the Balance 
of Power in Europe: Whenever this happens, it will 
become. neceflary for this Nation to interfere; and in 
any fuch Event, we need not doubt but his Majeity 
will take all proper Methods to have the beft Advices 
but as any fuch Event mutt neceffarily involve this Na- 
tion 
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tion in great Danger and great Expence, therefore his 
Majetly is now purfuing that which will redound moft 
to his own Glory, and to the Safety and Advantage of 
the Nation, he is endeavouring to put an End to the 
War, by a folid and lafting Peace ; and as he is now 
a&ting the Part of a Mediator between the two contend- 
ing Parties, as he has already offered to them a Plan of 
an Accommodation, it is neceffary for him to keep in as 
good Terms as poflible with all the Parties engaged, till 
he thall fee what may be the Event of that Plan. 

Though I do not know, my Lords, nor do believe 
that any of the Powers now engaged in War, can have 
juft Reafon to be difpleafed with the Part this Nation 
acted, with Refpeé to the Affairs in Polaud in the Year 
17293 yet if all the Inftru€tions and Letters fent to our 
Minifter in Poland at that Time, and all his Letters 
from thence fhould be made publick, I do not know but 
fome one or other of the Powers now engaged in War 
may find Fault with fome of them, which would of 
Courfe very much embarafs his Majefty’s Negotiations, 
for rettoring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing 
this Nation’s being involved in a dangerous and expen- 
five War, if not render them altogether ineffeétual. I 
hope the Inftru@tiuns and the Letters now moved for, 
were as wifely drawn up, and as cautieufly worded as it 
was at that Time poffible ; but it was impoffible to fore- 
fee all the various Events which have fince happen’d 5 
and had thefe Inftruftions been drawn up by the wifeft 
Miniflers that ever were in this Nation, or in any Na- 
tion, it is not to be fuppofed but that there may be fome 
Expreffions in them which may difoblige fome of the 
contending Powers, or may at leatt render fome of them 
jealous and fufpicious of his Majefty’s Impartiality at 
prefent, which of Confequence may very probably dif- 
appoint thofe Meafufes his Majefty has now concerted 
for reftoring the Tranquility, and preferving the Ba- 
Jance of Power in Europe. 

With Regard, my Lords, to the Tranfa&tions in Po- 
land in the Year 1729, we muft fuppofe that our Mi- 
nifter had Inftructions to favour the Party of Staniflaus, 
or the Party of the then Ele&toral Prince of Saxony, or 
that his Inftru&tions were to favour neither of the Par- 
ties that then began to appear in Poland ; but to watch 
the Motions and Meafures of each of them, without de- 
claring on one Side or the other. If his Inflru&tions 
were to favour the Party of King Staniflaus, the pub- 
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lifhing of them would certainly difoblige all thofe who 
are now engaged to fupport the prefent Eleétor of Saxony ; 
and if his Inftru€tions were to favour the then Eleétoral 
Prince, now Ele&tor of Saxony, the publifhing of them 
would, in the prefent Conjunfture, as certainly difu- 
blige all thofe who are now engaged to fupport the 
Eleétion of Staniflaus : In either of which Cafes, a Jea- 
loufy would be raifed againft his Majefty, which would 
probably difappoint the Plan lately concerted for an Ac- 
commodation. 

But, my Lords, fuppofe that the Inflruéstions given 
to our Minifter then in Poland were, to at an exact 
neutral Part ; yet we cannot well fuppofe them fo cau- 
tioufly pena’d, but that one Side or other may take Ex- 
ceptions to them, which would diminifh in fome one 
or other of the Parties new engaged in War, that Confi- 
dence which they at prefent repofe in his Majefty, and 
which it is neceffary to keep up, in order to render his 
Majefly’s Mediation fuccefsful: And if we could fup- 
pofe them fo cautivufly penn’d, as not to give the leatt 
Offence ; upon fuch a Suppofition it muft be granted, 
that we can expe& no Information from them jin Rela- 
tion to the prefent War: We cannot from thence difco- 
ver what were the Springs and the Caufes of the War, 
which may be very different from thofe publickly af- 
fign’d ; and if the whole Truth were known, I am apt 
to believe it would appear, that the late Tranfa&tions 
in Poland, were none of the Caufes of the prefent War, 
or at leaft that they contributed but a very little towards 
it, by being a Sort of Cloak for covering thofe Deligns 
which were the real Motives of the War. Thus, my 
Lords, the making publick thofe Inftruftions and Papers 
which are now called for, muft be of great Prejudice to 
his Majefty’s Affairs, in every fuppofable Cafe but one, 
and in that one Cafe they can be of no Service, nor 
afford any Lights to this Houfe, with Refpeét to what 
your Lordfhips defire to be inform’d about ; for this 
Reafon I think it is not only quite unneceflary, but very 
improper to prefent to his Majefty any fuch Addrefs as 
has been propofed ; becaufe tho’ the particular Tranf- 
ations then carry’d on in Poland, are now at an End, 
yet the Gonfequences of them are fo fir from being at 
an End, that they are now pretended to have been the 
Caufe and the chief Motive for entering into the prefeyt 
War againft the Emperor ; and therefore I fhall be againtt 
calling for or publifhing - Papers, which may in the 
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Jeaft relate to thofe Tranfaftions and Negotiations now 
upon the Anvil in Europe. 





To this it was reply’a to the following Effeét. 

My Lords, 

H ERE is no Lord in this Houfe, nor any Man in 
the Kingdom, who has a greater Regard for his 
Majefty, or a better Opinion of his Majefty’s Wifiom 
and Penetration than I ‘have 3 but my Duty to his Ma- 
jefty, asa Member of this Houfe, obliges me to offer my 
beft and moft fincere Advice in every Affair which I look 
upon as an Affair of Importance; and my Duty to my 
King, as well as my own Honour, forbids me to offer my 
Advice in any Affair till I have that Information which 
I think neceffary for that Purpofe. It has been fo often 
{aid in this Houfe that I am afhamed to repeat it, but 
upon this Occafion I muft again take Notice, that Speeches 
from the Throne are, in this Houfe, always confider’d as 
Speeches from the Minifters for the Time being, and 
therefore we are never to be confined or reftrained in our 
Debates, by any Thing that has been faid to us from the 
Throne : Whether we have any Concern in the prefent 
War, or whether we were any Way engaged in thofe 
Meafures which gave Occafion to the prefent' War, is 
for this Reafon a Queftion, that no Lord, as a Member 
of this Houfe, can be as yet fatisfy’d about, becaufe we 
have as yet made no Enquiry into it, nor can make an 
Enquiry till a great many Papers, particularly thofe 
now called for, are laid before us. 

As for the Plan for an Accommodation, which it is 
faid has been offered to the Parties now engaged in War, 
I muft declare, my Lords, I know nothing about it ; and 
every one of your Lordfhips, when you fpeak as Mem- 
bers of this Houfe, muft declare the fame, becaufe it 
has never yet been communicated to the Houfe; and 
therefore I cannot fay any Thing about it, nor can I 
know what may be prejudicial or advantageous to it. I 
do not know, my Lords, what Sort of Plan it is; but 
if it be fuch a Plan, or any Thing like the Plan that 
has been publifhed in the Dutch Gazettes, we have no 
great Reafon for being fearful of doing any Thing that 
may prevent its being effeStual ; for I am convinced it 
will never produce an Accommodation, it can never 
* have any Effeét, unlefs it be to engage this Nation in 
the War, whether it be our Intereft or Inclination fo to 


do or not. 
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It is impoflible, my Lords, that any War can break 
out in Europe, in whieh this Nation has no Concern : If 
we have no particular Obligation upon us, if we have 
no particular Intereft to engage us to take a Share in the 
War, yet we ought to take every fuch Opportunity to 
fettle the Diputes we may have with either of the 
Parties, or to obtain Advantages in our Trade from every 
one, or at leaft from fome of the Parties engaged in 
War ; and it would be a very high Mifdemeanour in 
thofe who are, or at any fuch Time may be, at the 
Head of our Affairs, to negleét or let flip any fuch Op- 
portunity. The Balance of Power, my Lords, is what 
we ought always to have an Eye to ; bur I cannot think 
it is at prefent, or is like to be in any great Danger, 
and the Advantage of our Situation is fuch, that we 
may always be, and therefore we ought always to be 
among the laft Princes and States in Europe, to give our 
felves much Trouble about it, or to engage in its Pre- 
fervation ; for if we do not give ourfelves an unnecef- 
fary Trouble about it, the Princes and States upon the 
Continent will take Care of it amongft themfelves ; and 
if, in any Cafe of Extremity, we find ourfelves at laft 
obliged to engage, we ought to take that Opportunity 
to fettle all Difputes we may have, and to reap all the 
Advantages in Trade we may expeét from any of thofe 
in Favour of whom we engage; and when by our 
Means, the Balance of Power is to be re-eftablifhed, and 
Peace to be reftored, we have then an Opportunity of 
fettling all former Difputes with the Parties againtt 
whom we engage, and of obtaining new Advantages from 
them. This, my Lords, ought to be the fundamental 
Maxim ef all our Negotiations and Engagements ; but £ 
am afraid we have for fome Years had our Heads fo full 
of the Balance of Power being in Danger, and have been 
fo ready upon all Occafions to frighten ourfelves with 
that Phantom, that we have not only negleéted, but have 
upon all Occafions facrificed the particular Intereft of 
this Country, to our imaginary Apprehenfions about the 
general Intereft of Europe. There was never a better 
Opportunity than the prefent, for fettling all the Dif- 
putes this Nation may have with either of the Parties 
engaged in War, there was never a better Opportunity 
for this Nation’s acquiring new Advantages in Trade 
from every one of them, and I hope it will not be neg- 
kefted ; for I thall have a poor Opinion of our Negotia- 
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tors, if a Peace be reflored without obtaining fome con- 
fiderable Advantages for this Nation. 

With Regard to the Inftru€tions fent to our Miuaifter 
in Poland in the Year 1729, 1 fhall not pretend fo much 
as to guefs at what they were ; but it was certainly the 
Intereft of this Nation not to intermeddle"@ither in Fa- 
vour of the Party for Staniflaus, or in Favour of the 
Party for the Ele&toral Prince of Saxony : It was our Bu- 
finefs, and would have been our Glory, to protest that 
Republick in her Freedom of Choice ; and the proper 
Inftru€tions to be fent to our Minitter on that Occafion, 
were only to endeavour to found the Views and Inclina- 
tions of the leading Men of that Nation, in order to take 
our Meafures accordingly, when the Throne fhould be- 
come vacant by the Death of the then King of Poland, 
and that we might in Time prepare to make the beft of 
what was moft likely to be the Confequence of that im- 
portant Event. If thefe were the Inftru€tions fent, no 
Power in Europe can have any juft Ground to complain 
of our Conduét 5 and if any of them fhould make any 
unjuft and frivolous Complaints, or conceive any ground- 
lefs Sufpicions, they are not to be regarded. But grant- 
ing that this is the Cafe, granting that our Condu& at 
that Time was unexceptionable, is it not highly neceffa. 
ry for us to know this before we offer any Advice to his 
Majefty ? It is fo neceffary, that without it we cannot 
offer any fincere Advice, it would be difhonourable, or 
at leaft rafh in us to attempt it ; for tho’ the Affairs of 
Poland may not be the chief Caufes of the War, yet it is 
certain that, with Refpceét to France, they are the chief 
Motives pretended ; and for the other Caufes of the War, 
we mutt fearch into other late Tranfa&tions, in all of 
which we certainly had a very great Concern, perhaps a 
greater than this Houfe may think this Nation ought to 
have had, when we come to examine into thefe Traff- 
uétions, and have the proper Papers laid before us. for 
that Purpofe. 

But, my Lords, if with Refpeé&t to the Affairs of Po- 
land, we favour’d cither of the now contending Parties, 
it is abfolutely neceffary for this Houfe to enquire into 
that End to have the Papers now moved for Jaid before 
us; fuch an Enquiry will be fo far from being attended 
with any mifchievous Confequences, that the Negleét of 
jt may be of the moft fatal Confequences both to this 
Nation.and to the Liberties of Europe ; for whatever Side 
we favour’d, it cannot be fuppofed that any of our En- 
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deavours are now a Secret to thofe of the other Side of 
the Queftion. If we fawoured the Defigns of thofe who 
were for fetting Staniflaus upon the Throne, we mutt 
have concerted Meafures with the Leaders of that Party 
in Poland ; and as fome of thofe who were then among 
the Leaders of that Party in Poland, are now in the In- 
tereft of the Ele&tor of Saxony, can we fuppofe that any 
of our Endeavours in Favour of Staniflaus, or the In- 
ftru&tions given to our Minifler for that Purpofe, are 
now a Secret to the EleStor of Saxony, or to any of the 
_ Powers now engaged to fupport his Eleétion ? So that 
whatever our Inftruétions may have been upon that 
Head, they cannot now be a Secret any where but in this 
Houfe, where they ought to be known, and ought to be 
firiQiy enquired into ; for it is impoflible to imagine 
that the Powers of Europe, who now fupport the Eleétor 
of Saxony, will ever put any Confidence in this Nation, 
or join cordially with us in any Meafure ; while thofe 
Perfons, who formerly advifed fuch Meafures, have any 
Influence in our Councils: Nor can the Nation propofe 
any Terms of Peace, much lefs engage in a War, for 
defeating thofe very Meafures which have been concerted 
in Conjunétion with us: We cannot at leaft propofe any 
fuch Terms of Peace, or engage in War on fuch a Foot- 
ing, till we have made Examples of thofe who engaged 
us in fuch deflru€tive Meatures. — 

On the other Hand, if we fuppofe that the InftruStions 
fent at that Time to our Minifler in Poland, were to 
favour that Party, who were for placing on their Throne 
the Eleétoral Prince, now the Ele€tor of Saxony, thofe 
Inftru€tions muft have been communicated to all the 
chief Officers of State, particularly to thofe of them 
who then appeared at the Head of the Saxon Party in 
Poland ; and as many of them are now in the Interett 
of Staniflaus, can we fuppofe that thofe Inftruétions are 
now a Secret to any of thofe Powers who are now engaged 
to fupport the Ele&tion of that Prince to the Throne of 
Poland ; or that they will Jook upon this Nation as im- 
partial, or with any Confidence accept of our Mediation, 
as long as thofe very Perfons, who joined in fuch Mea- 
fures again{ft them, have any Influence in our Councils? 
So that if we have a fincere Inclination, which I think 
we ought to have, to prevent this Nation’s being engag’d 
in the War, we ought to enquire into our Tranfactions in 
‘Poland, and for that Reafon ought to have the Papers 
called for laid before us: But moreover, if it fhould 
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appear that the Emperor has been attack’d for purfuing 
thofe very Meafures he had concerted with us, is not 
this Nation in Honour obliged to defend him againft fuch 
an Attack ? Or at leaft we ought to punith thofe who en- 
gaged the Faith ef this Nation in Meafures, which it 
was net our Intereft to purfue. 

Thus, my Lords, in every fuppofable Cafe, it is the 
Duty of this Houfe not only to call for thofe Inftruc- 
fions, but to examine them ftriétly, before we can pre- 
tend to give his Majefty any honeft or fincere Advice, 
in Relation to the prefent Poflure of Affairs in Europe. 
If the Inftru&tions were right, we ought to know it be- 
fore we can give our Advice 5 and it is impoffible the 
publifhing of them fhould produce any bad Effect: If 
they were otherwife, they can produce no worfe Effect 
than they have done already ; and it is neceffary they 
fhould be examined into, and the Perfons punifhed who 
advifed them, before we can fuppofe that his Majefly’s 
Mediation will have any Effett towards reftoring the 
Peace of Europe, or preventing its being neceflary for 
this Nation to engage in the War. 





The Queftion was then put upon the Motion, which 
upon a Divifion was carry’d in the Negative, by 71 to 
29. The Motion was made by the Earl of Ch lds 
and the Speakers in Favour of it were, the faid Earl of 
Ch ld, the Lord B ft, the Lord C. ‘. 
and the Earl of W ea: The Speakers againft it 
were, the Duke of N le, the Earl of I—a, and 
the Lord H. ck 


Immediately after this Divifion, the following Mo- 
tion was made in the fame Houfe, viz. ‘ That an hum- 
© ble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
© be pleafed to give Direion, that the Letters and In- 
© ftruétions fent to his Majefty’s Minifters at the Courts 
© of France and Spain, relating to the Execution of the 
* Treaty of Seville fhould be laid before the Houfe. 


As this Motion was likewife made in the other Houfe 
the preceding Seflion, and as we gave the Debate upon it 
in the Journal of that Seffion, we fhall therefore in like 
Manner abridge this Debate as much as poffible, 


My 
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My Lords, 

Otwithftanding the Fate of the former Motion, I 
will beg Leave to make another, which I hope 
will have better Succefs ; but before I make the Motion 
I intend, I defire his Majetty’s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, at the Opening of the Seffion, in the Year 
1730-1, may be read. [The fame was read accordingly. | 
Tn that Speech you may obferve, my Lords, his Majefty 
inform’d us in general of the Difficulties that were like 
to attend the Execution of the Treaty of Seville. And 
then fays, The Plan of Operations for the Execution of the 
Treaty of Seville by Force, in Cafe we fhould be driven to 
that Neceffity, is now under Confideration, ——- From thefe 
Expreffions, and from what fell from a noble Lord in the 
former Debate, who told us, we were to look for the 
Springs and Caufes of the prefent War fomewhere elfe 
than in the Inftru&tions given to our Minifter in Poland, 
I think it abfolutely neceffury for us to fee the Letters 
and Infiruftions fent to our Minifters at the Courts of 
France and Spain, in Relation to the Execution of that 
Treaty ; for in that Treaty, and in the Negotiations that 
were carry’d on for the Execution of that Treaty, I am, 
indeed, very much perfuaded we are to look for fome of 
the chief Springs and Caufes of the prefent War; at 
jeaft I am very fure we cannot pretend to give his Maje- 
fty any Advice with Refpeé&t to the prefent War, with- 
out feeing that Plan of Operations. which was con- 
certed for the Execution of that Treaty, and thofe Nego- 
tiations that were carry’d on for concerting that Plan, 
and for making it effeftual after it was concerted ; and 
therefore, my Lords, I thal! move, Gc. (as above-men- 

tion’d.) 


To this it was anfwer’d in Subftance as follows: 


My Lords, 
Muft fay, I am a great Deal more furprifed at this 
Motion than I was at the former ; for as the Affair of 
Poland is made at leaft the Pretence of the prefent War, 
it might be fufpe&ted that the late TranfaStions in that 
Kingdom were the chief Caufes of the War; but I am 
fure it is impoflible to imagine that any of the Letters 
or Inflruftions relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville, can have any Concern with the Motives of the 
prefent War ; becaufe whatever Meafures were concerted 
é for 
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for the Execution of that Treaty by Force, it is certain 
that no fuch Meafures ever took Effe&t: We all know, 
that the Treaty of Seville was foon after fully executed 
in an amicabie and friendly Manner, by the Conclufion 
of the Treaty of Vienna ; therefore the Treaty of Vienna 
is the only Paper that can properly have any Relation to 
the Execution of the Treaty of Seville, and the only 
Paper from which we can have any Information in Rela- 
tion to the Execution of that Treaty. 

Therefore, my Lords, as there can be no Relation be- 
tween the Papers now called for and the Caufes of the 
prefent War, there can be no Reafon for our defiring them 
to be laid before us on the prefent Occafion : But farther, 
my Lords, it would be very improper, and certainly 
very dangerous, to make thofe Papers publick at fuch a 
Junéture as the prefent ; becaufe there may be feveral 
Things in them, that might break eff that good Corre- 
fpondence which now fubfifts between his Majefty and 
all the Powers engaged in the prefent War, and which it 
is certainly neceflary to keep up “till the Plan of Peace, 
concerted by his Majefty and his Allies, thall either be 
accepted or rejeéted ; for if it be accepted, and Peace re- 
ftored upon fafe and honourable Terms, this Nation will 
be freed from the Danger of being involved in a heavy 
and expenfive War, a Danger which we cannot avoid if 
the Plan be rejested, and the War long continued 5 there- 
fore I hope this Houfe will never agree to do any Thing 
that may give the leaft Occafion or Pretence for the re- 
jeGting of that Plan: And whatever fome Lords may be 
pleafed to fay of that Plan, I doubt not but it will ap- 
pear to bea reafonable and a good Plan ; becaufe in the 
forming of it, the Dutch Minifters concurred with ours ; 
nay, I believe, were the firit and principal Perfons con- 
gerned in the drawing it up: I believe it was originally 
formed by as wife and us honeft a Minifter, as ever had 
the DireGtion of the Affairs of the States-General, and 
his Draught was approved of by all thofe who have any 
Share in the Adminifiration of their Affairs; fo that 
whatever may be faid or thought of our own Miniflers, 
I hope every Lord in this Houfe will do_the Dutch Mi- 
nifters, efpecially that great Man who has now the chief 
DireGion of their Affairs, the Juflice to think, that they 
would neither have drawn up nor approved a ridiculous 
Plan, or a Plan which they thought would not be effec- 
tual s and I believe I may fay, that if that Plan, or 
fomething very like it, be not effe€tual, it will from 
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thence appear, that fome of the Parties now engaged in 
War, have Views which they have not yet thought fit 
to own, and that both the Dutch and we wil! think it 
neceflary to join in the War, in Order to prevent the 
Accomplifhiment of fuch dangerous Defigns. The dif. 
covering of thofe Views, if there be any fiich, is cer- 
tainly one of the chief Things intended by that Plan ; 
the fooner they are difcover’d, the more eafy it will be 
to defeat them ; and I hope your Lordfhips will do no- 
thing that may defeat the Defign of the Plan, which 
ee agreeing to the prefent Motion would very proba- 

ly do ; becaufe it might furnith a Pretence to fome of 
the Parties engaged in War to rejeét the Plan, without 
being obliged to difcover their teal Defigns. 

But in fhort, my Lords, every Argument that was 
offer’d againft the former Motion, is certainly equally 
ftrong againft this ; and as your Lordfhips have thought 
fit to difagree with the former Motion, I make no Doubt 
of your difagreeing likewife with this. 





To this it was replied : 


My Lords, 
HATEVER may be my own private Opi- 


nion, I have fo great a Deferenice for the Opinion 
of this Houfe, that if there were no Diference between 
this and the former Motion, I fhould not have flood up 
to have faid any Thing in its Favour; but I hope when 
your Lordfhips confider it you will fee, that there is a 
very great Difference between the Papers now called for 
and the Papers called for by the former Motion ; for 
tho’ the Tranfaftions to which the former Motion related 
happened feveral Yeats ago, yet it cannot be faid that 
the Affair is quite at an End, becaufe the Difpute 
about the Eleétion of a King of ‘Poland is ftill fubfiftin 
and for that Reafon many of your Lordships might thin 
it improper to have any Papers publifhed, which any 
Way related to that Difpute; but in the Cafe now be- 
fore us there ig no Foundation for fuch an Argument, 
the Affair relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville is now quite at an End, the Treaty has been 
fully executed in all its Parts, except fo far as relates 
dais to this Nation, I mean, my Lords, with 
efpeét to the Dz predations committed upon our Mer- 
chants by the Spaniards 3 and ag Satisia&tion was due to 
us by the Law of Nations, I hope we have made no 
Promifes nor ufed Arguments that «an pollibly difoblire 
mile Sapig 4 any 
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any Power in Europe, not particularly concerned in that 
Affair: Indeed if the Doétrine of Confequences takes 
Place, if we muft never call for Papers relating to any 
Tranfafion as long as its Confequences are upon the 
Anvil, 1 doubt much if this Houfe can ever call for 
Papers relating to any Tranfaétion that has happened 
for at leaft a Century paft; for every Tranfa@tion mutt 
be the Confequence of: fome former, perhaps a great 
many former Tranfaftions, fo that we could never call 
for the Papers relating to any TranfaGion as long as the 
Perfons concerned in it were alive, which would indeed 
be an excellent and a fufe Doétrine for Miniflers; but 
for that very Reafon I hope it will never be received 
within thefe Walls. 

I fhall readily admit, my Lords, that the Confequences 
of the Treaty of Seville are now upon the Anvil: I thail 
readily admit that the prefent War is a moft natural Con- 
fequence of the Treaty of Seville, and of the Negotia- 
tiations that were afterwards entered into for executing 
that Treaty by Force; and I am fo far from thinking 
that thofe Negotiations, or the Papers relating to them, 
can have no Relation to the Caufes or Motives of the 
prefent War, that I am convinced the War is chiefly 
owing to that Treaty, and the Meafures that were con- 
cetted for its Execution. By that Treaty the ancient 
Union and intimate Correfpondence between France and 
Spain were retlored; and by the Introduétion of Spanifh 
Troops into italy, we not only opened a Way for the 
Spaniards, by that very Step we loft the King of Sardi- 
nia, by which we opened a Way likewife for the French 
into the fame Country, and thereby united thofe three 
Powers in that clofe Confederacy which occafions the 
prefent Diflurbance in Exrope. 

But, my Lords, though the prefent War be a moft 
natural Confequence of the Treaty of Seville, and the 
future Negotiations for the Execution of that Treaty, 
{ am fo far from thinking this is a good Reafon for our 
not calling for any Papers relating to the Execution of 
that Treaty, that I think it is a moft convincing Argu- 
ment for our enquiring ftriétly into all thofe Tranf- 
a€tions ; and there is no Danger to be apprehended from 
publifhing any Paper relating to them: There can be 
nothing in any of thofe Papers that can pofhibly difoblige 
either of the three Powers now united againft the Em- 
peror, more than we have already done by the Treaty of 
Vienna; and if there be any Thing in either of thofe 
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Papers which might at that Time have been difobliging 
to the Emperor, we have fince fufficiently attoned for it 
by the unlimited Guaranty of the Pragmatick Sanétion, 
which the Honour of this Nation now ftands charged 
with by the Treaty of Vienna; fo that it is not pollible 
to conceive how there can be anv Thing in the Papers 
now called for, that may tend towards defeating the Plan 
which has been concerted for refioring the Peace of Eu. 
rope, and which the noble Duke fays will appear to be 
a wife and a good Plan. 

As I know nothing, my Lords, about this Plan, I 
thall not pretend to fay what it will appear to be; but 
if it fhould appear to be a wife and good Plan, I am 
forry to find that the Dutch only are to have the Honour 
of it ; for as we have been at all the Expence, both in 
concerting it, and in endeavouring by our Preparations 
to make it effeftual, it was, I think, but reafonable that 
we fhould have hada Share of the Honour. However, 
let the Plan be what it will, it can receive no Prejudice 
from any of the Papers now moved for ; it is impoflible 
that either of the Parties engaged in War, can from 
thence find any Colour of Reafon for rejeSting the Plan ; 
and if from frivolous Pretences they rejeét it, their rev 
Defigns will appear as evident as if they had rejefled it 
without giving any fuch Reafon: But, my Lords, what- 
ever may become of the Plan, the prefent Pofture of 
Affairs is of fo great Importance, that we cannot, in 
Honour, negleé&t giving his Majefly our Advice ; and it 
is impoffible for this Houfe to give him any Advice, 
without fecing the Papers and Enftruftions now moved 
for. Indeed, if the Plan fhould be rejefted, we mutt 
then fee a great many other Papers, before we can pre- 
tend to be {> thoroughly acquainted with the Circumf{tan- 
ces of Affairs, as to be able to give any reafonable Ad- 
vice, with Refpect to tho’ Meafures which his Mijefly 
ought in that Cafe to purfue. 





The Queftion being then put, it was, upon a Divifion, 
carry’d in the Negative, by 72 to 29. 

This Motion was made by the Lord B ft, and 
fupported by the Earl of C tld and the Lord 
€ t. The Speakers againft it were the Lord H——y 
and the Duke of JN- le. F 

As foon as this Divifion was over, the Lord C —_—r? 
ftood up and meade the following Motion, viz. ¢ That an 
© humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty ,that he 
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would be pleafed to give Direétions to the proper Off- 
* cer or Officers, to lay before this Houfe the feveral 
* Allotments of Quarters which had been made for his 
‘ Majefty’s Land-Forces in Great Britain, fince the 25th 
* Day of Marca laft.” Which Motion was agreed to, 
without any Debate or Divifion, 

On the 7th Day of March, the Houfe of Commons 
refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
confider further of Ways and Means for raifing the Sup- 
ply granted to his Majefly, and came to feveral Refo- 
lutions, which -were next Day reported to the Houfe, 
and are as follow : 

That towards raifing the Supply granted to his Maje- 
ftv, there be iffued and apply’d the Sum of One Million, 
out of fuch Moneys as have arifen, or fhall or may. arife 
from the Surpluffes, Excefies, or Overplus-Moneys, 
commonly called the Sinking Fund. 

That towards raifing the Supply granted to his Maje- 
ftv, the feveral Duties on Salt, and alfo on Red and 
White Herrings, deliver’d out for Home Confumption, 
which, by an A& of the 7th Year of his prefent Maje- 
ity’s Reign, were continu’d and granted to his Majefly, 
his Heirs and Succeffors, until the 25th Day of March, 
1742, be further continu’d from the 24th Day of March, 
1741, to the 25th Day of March 1746. 

And Bilis were brought in foon after, purfuant to 
thefe Refolutions. 

On the 12th of the fame Month, a Petition of George 
Herriot, Provott of the Royal Burgh of Haddington in 
Scotland, Robert Forreft, Brewer there, ohn Hay, Sadler 
there, George Hunter, Wheelwright there, and George 
Walker, Skinner there, was prefented to the Houfe, al- 
ledging, That upon Application made the 24th of Octo- 
ber then laft, by ames Ereskine, John Claddel, Andrew 
Wilfon, and others, affuming to themfelves the Name of 
Magiflrates in the faid Burgh, and complaining that the 
Petitioners had difturbed them in the pretended Exercife 
of their Offices; the Hon. Andrew Fletcher of Miltoun, 
one of the Judges of the Court of Jufticiary, and alfo of 
the Court of Seffion in Scotland, though there was evi- 
dently no Foundation for fuch Complaint, without any 
JurifdiGtion to judge of the Merits of the EleGion of 
Magiftrates of the faid Burgh, without any Evidence 
jaid before him, without any Notice given to the Peti- 
tioners,; or any of the other Perfons concerned ; and fo, 
without hearing them, or calling them before him, 
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forth a fummary Warrant, direfted to all Officers whom 
§t concerned, civil or military, to fearch for, feize and 
apprehend the Perfons of the Petitioners and many 
others, to the Number of forty Burgeffes and Inhabitants, 
whereof feventeen were a&ting Magiftrates or Counfellors 
of the faid Burgh, where-ever they fhould be found in 
Scotland, and to imprifon them within the nearett fure 
Prifon ; that this Warrant was ladged in the Hands of 
Humphry Colquhoun, one of the Macers or Meflengers of 
the Court of Juiticiary, without the Privity of any 
other of the Judges of that Court ; and, as the Petitio- 
ners have Reafon to believe, the faid Andrew Fletcher 
order’d the faid Macer to take Direftions from Patrick 
Lindfay, Provoft of Edinburgh, as to the Manner of exe- 
cuting that Warrant ; and fuch Direétions were accord- 
ingly given, as the Petitioners have Reafon to believe, 
in Writing ; that this Warrant was accompany’d by an 
Order from Brigadier-General Moyle, then acting as Com- 
mander in chief of the Forces in Scotland, to the com- 
manding Officer of the Dragoons then quarter’d in Had- 
dington, to afift with his Dragoons in the Execution of 
the Warrant ; that upon the 25th Day of the faid Month 
of Oftoser, the Petitioners were feized by the faid Hum- 
phry Colquhoun; and though the next fure Prifon was 
that of Haddington itfelf, or that of North Berwick, and 
though the Petitioners defired either to be committed 
there, or to be carry’d to Edinburgh, the Seat of the 
Courts of Juftice, where they might apply for Redrefs ; 
yet he told them, that his Orders were to carry them to 
the Prifon of Dunbar, and no other, a Place twenty 
Miles diflant from Edinéurgh, and eight Miles from 
Haddington, and three Miles further from Edindurgh 
than North Berwick , and» though the pretended Crime 
was bailable, and Alexander Hepburn, the Sheriff's Sub- 
flitute, to whom the Petitioners apply’d, was by Law 
impowered, and willing to admit them to Bail, the 
faid Humphry Co’quhoun told, that he could nor difmifs 
them upon Bail, his exprefs Orders being to take no 
Bail, but to commit his Prifoners to the Prifon of Dun- 
~ bars where they were accordingly imprifon’d from the 
25th Day of Oftober, to the 27th of the faid Month, 
*till by Warrant from the Hon. David Ereskine of Dun, 
another of the Judges of the faid Courts of Jufliciary 
and Seffion, the Petitioners were fet at Liberty, and Exe- 
¢ution of the Warrant was ftaid againft the reft, upon 
Bail given by the Petitioners and them ; and that fince 
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that Time no criminal Profecution has been moved for, 
upon any of thefe pretended Crimes charg’d againft the 
Petitioners or the reft; that thefe Proceedings, as the 
Petitioners apprehend, and are advifed, were utterly 
illegal and oppreffive on the Part of the faid Andrew 
Fletcher of Miltoun, tending to deftroy the perfonal Li- 
berties of every Subje&t, the Freedom of the Royal 
Burghs, and of Confequence the Freedom of Ele&tions 
of Members to ferve in Parliament for fuch Burghs ; 
and as the Petitioners can hope for no Redrefs but from 
the Juftice of Parliament ; therefore praying the Houfe 
to take the Premiffes into Confideration, and to grant 
fuch Redrefs therein as may effeftually prevent fuch 
Oppreffions in Time coming, and as otherwife to the 
Houfe fhall feem meet. 

After this Petition was read, a Motion was made for 
referring it to a Committee of the whole Houfe, upon 
which there was a long Debate ; but the Queftion being 
at laft put, it was, upon a Divifion, carry’d in the Ne- 
gaitive, by 197 to 155. 

Though this Petition relates to a private Affair, yet 
it is of fuch an extraordinary Nature, and has fuch a 
clofe ConneGion with the Freedom of our Government, 
and with the Liberty of the Subjeét, that we could not 
omit taking Notice of it, being of Opinion it will make 
a very remarkable Epifode in the Hiftory of the prefent 
Age, and will certainly contribute towards the Cataftro- 
phe almoft as much as any Incident that has lately hap- 
pen’d: Befides, it gave Occafion, we believe, to the fol- 
jowing Motion, which was made on Friday following. 

That Part of an A@& of the Parliament of Scotland in 
1701, intitled, An A& for preventing wrongous Imprifon- 
ment, and againfé undue Delays in Trials, might be read 5 
which Being accordingly read, it was moved, ‘ That 
* Leave might be given to bring ina Bill for explaining 
© and amending the faid A& 5’ and the fame being agreed 
to, Mr. Dunda/s, the Lord Polwarth, and Mr. Sandys, 
were ordered to bring it in. 

On Monday the 17th of March, the Houfe refolv’d it- 
felf again into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to 
confider further of the Supply granted to his Majefty, 
when they refolved to grant his Majefty the following 
Sums, viz. 

The Sum of 10,3937. 5 5. t1d. to compleat the Sum 
of 81,5687. 5s. 11d. for Services incurred by augment- 
ing his Majefty’s Forces, and in coacerting fuch other 
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Meafures, as the Exigency of his Majefty’s Affairs re- 
quired. The Sum of 49 834/. 135. 44. upon Account, 
for reduced Officers of his Majefty’s Land Forces and 
Marines, for the Year 1735. The Sum of 3780/. for 
Paying off Penfions to the Widows of fuch reduced Off- 
cers of his Majefty’s Land Forces and Marines, as dy’A 
upon the Eftablifhment of Half-Pay in Great Britain, 
(and who were marry’d to them before the 25th of De- 
cember 1716) for the Year 1735. The Sum of 79,760!. 
35. 9d. for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for 
Land-Service for the Year 1735. The Sum of 24,693 /. 
1s. 64. for defraying the extraordinary Expence of the 
‘Office of Ordnance for Land-Service, not provided for by 
Parliament. The Sum of 36,405/. 155. 44.4. to 
make good the Deficiency of the Grants for the Service 
of the Year 1734. The Sum of -37,557/. 135. 4d. for 
making good the Deficiency of the general Fund. The 
Sumof 198,924/. 9s. 74. for the Ordinary of the Navy 
(including Half-Pay for Sea-Officers) for the Year 1735. 
The Sum of 10,000/. towards the Support of the Royal 
Hofpital at Greenwich. The Sum of 10,000/. towards 
the Maintenance of the Britifh Forts and Settlements 
belonging to the Royal African Company of England, 
on the Coafts of Africa. The Sum of 26,000/. towards 
fettling and fecuring the Colony of Georgia in America. 
The Sum of 4000/. towards the Repair of the Collegiate 
Church of St. Peter, Weftminfler: And the Sum of 
35001. for the Repair of the Tower and Roof of the 
Parifh Church of St. Margaret, Weftminfier. 

By adding thefe Sums to the Sums before granted, viz, 
for Seamen 1,560,0007. For Land-Forces, 794,529/. 
48.74.24. For Garrifons, 215,710/. 65. 54. +. For 
extraordinary Expences incurred, 10,273/. 15. 7a. 4. 
For Out-Penfioners of Chel/ea College, 18,8507. gs. 24. 
And for Denmark Treaty, 56,2507. Our Readers will 
fee, that the Supply granted for this Year, amounts to 
3,150,452/. 45.74. 2. 

On the 1gth, it was order’d, That Leave fhould be 
given to bring ina Bill for the better fecuring the Free- 
dom of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers 
in the Houfe of Commons ; and Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wort- 
ley, Mr. How, Sir John Hind Cotton, Mr. Watkin Williams 

ynne, and Sir William Lowther, were ordered to prepare 
and bring in the fame ; which was according!y prefented 
te the Houfe on the 21ft, by Mr, Sandys. 
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The fame Day, the Houfe having refolv’d itfelf into 
a Committee of the whole Houfe on Ways and Means, 
tefolved, That towards raifing the Supply granted to his 
Majefty, the Sum of two Shillings in the Pound, and no 
imore, fhould be raifed in the Year 1735, upon Lands, 
&c. and that a proportionable Cefs (according to the oth 
Article of the Treaty of Union) fhould be laid upon 
that Part of Great Britain called Scotland : And a Bills 
purfuant to this Refolution, was order’d to be brought 








in. 

On Thutfday the izth of March, the Mutiny Bill 
was, according to Order, read a fecond Tiwie in the 
Houfe of Lords, and order’d to be committed : But as 
foon as the Motion for cominitting was agreed to, a Mo- 
tion was made, * That an Inftru&ion fhould be given to 
© the Committee on that Bill, to receive a Claufe for 
© providing, That the Nurtiber of Land-Forces to be 
© mention’d in the Preamble, and fubjetted to the Penal- 
© ties of that Bill, fhou/d not exceed 17,704 Men.” 

Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, in which 
the Arguments made Ufe of for the Motion; were to 
this Effect : 


SIR, 

Lthough I have agreed to the committing of this 

Bill without any Objeétion, yet I cannot but take 
Notice of the Number of Forces mention’d in the Pre- 
amble. The Number of Forces kept up laft Year, was 
much greater than I thought neceffury for the Defence of 
our Country, and much greater than I thought confiftent 
with the Safety of our Conftitution ; but by the Bill 
now before us I find, even that Number is now to be 
greatly increafed ; and why a greater Number is now 
neceffary or fafe I cannot comprehend. I have always 
thought myfelf obliged, asa Member of this Houfe, to 
take Notice of every Thing that might occafion any ad- 
ditional Burthen to be laid upon the SubjeGt, or that 
might, in my Optnion, be of dangerous Confequence to 
the Happy Conftitution of this Kingdom ; and I have 
always thought it my Duty not togive my Confent to 
either, till I heard fome very fufficient Reafons for con- 
vincing me that it was neceffary. This, my Lords, is 
what makes me now ftand up; for I have always been 
of Opinion, and I think it has génerally been admitted, 
that the keeping up of a great Number of regular Troops 
within this IMand, in Time of Peace, is of the moft 
' dangerous 
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dangetous Confequence to our Liberties, and the increa- 
fing that Number upon any Occafion, mutt oblige us to 
lay new Burthens upon the People. 

As the Circumftances of Europe are mow much the 
fame they were laft Year, if no greater Number had been 
Propoted, for the enfuing Year, I have fo great a Refpe& 

or the Opinion this Houfe was of the laft Seflion of Par- 

liament, that though I am ftill of a different Opinion, 
I fhould not have given your Lordfhips any Trouble on 
the. prefent Occafion ; but fince a great Addition is now 
to be made, to that which Jaft Year I thought too great a 
Number, I expested that fome of the noble Lords, who 
are in the Secret of our Affairs, would have flood up 
and fhewn us the Neceflity of this Augmentation: This 
I not only had Reafon to expeft, but I am in Honour 
obliged to infift upon it, before I give my Confent for 
keeping up the Number now propofed ; and every Lord 
of this Houfe, who is in the fame Circumftances with 
me, has Reafon to expeét the fame, and lies under the 
fame Obligation to infift upon it. There may be, for 
what I know, a very urgent Neceflity for this Augmen- 
tation, but I defire to have that Necefflity explained to us ; 
for if this Houfe fhould ever come into the Method of 
increafing our Fleets and our Armies, and loading our 
People with Debts and Taxes, for no other Reafon but 
becaufe the Minifiers tell us it is neceffary ; the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain will foon come to be of the fame 
Nature with the Parliament or States of the Province of 
Britany, or of any other of the Provinces of France; we 
may pethaps continue to meet in this Houfe, but we 
fhall meet here for-no other End, but to approve of what 
our Minifters may be. pleafed to inform us of, and to 
give a Parliamentary San&tion to whatever they may be 
pleafed to propofe. 

The chief Reafon therefore, my Lords, for my ftand- 
ing up, is to demand that fome noble Lord, who is. bet- 
ter acquainted than I am with the prefent Circumftances 
of the Nation, efpecially with Refpe&t to our foreign 
Affairs, would ftand up in his Place,-and explain to us 
the Neceflity for making the Augmentation propofed ; 
for unlefs that Neceflity be fully explained to us, [ hope 
your Lordfhips will agree to the Motion I now make, 
which is, That there may be an Inftruftion to the Com- 
mittee upon this Bil], to receive a Claufe, G¢, (as aboww 
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The Anfwer to this was in Subftance as follows: 

My Lords, 

Shall readily admit, that the keeping up of a nume- 

rous Standing Army within this Ifland in Time of 
Peace, is of the moft dangerous Confequence, and abfo- 
futely inconfiflent with our Conftitution ; I fhall like- 
wife admit, that no Augtentation can be made to our 
Army, without laying fome additional Burthen upon 
the People ; and therefore I muft admit, that we ought 
never to agree to either, without fome very apparent 
Neceffity for fo doing ; but the Affairs of Europe are at 
prefent in fuch dangerous State, and that State is fo well 
and fo publickly known, that the Neceflity of our ma- 
king an Augmentation of our Army is, in my Opinion, 
of itfelf apparent; and therefore I thought it was quite 
unneceflary for any Lord in this Houfe to explain that 
Neceffity. The prefent cannot be properly faid to be a 
Time of Peace: We are at prefent in a State of Doubt 
and Sufpence, which can neither be called a State of 
Peace or of War ; for though we are not aftually engaged 
in the War now carrying on in Europe, no Man can fore- 
fee how foon we may be obliged to engage; and there- 
fore it is highly neceffary for us to begin early to pro- 
vide for the worft, in order that we may be able to en- 
gage with fuch Vigour as may contribute both to the 
Safety and the Honour of the Nation, in Cafe any future 
Event fhould render it abfolutely neceffary for us to take 
@ Shire in the War. 

The Number of Troops mentioned in the Preamble of 
this Bill is, "tis true, greater than that which waz 
mentioned in the fame Bill laft Séffion of Parliament, 
yet, my Lords, the Augmentation is not fo great as it 
may et firft appear to be: The Number of Troops pro- 
pofed for this.enfuing Year, does not very much exceed 
that Number whioh .was thought neceffary laft Year; for 
your Lordfhips muft remember, that towards the Clofe 
of laft Sefion, there was a Power granted to his Majefty 
to auzment his Forces both by Sea and Land, if the Exi- 
gency of Affairs fhoudd fo require ; and,‘in Purfuance of 
this-Power, there wasJaft Year an Augmentation’ made 

; our. Land-Forces,. which Augmentation his Majefty 
thought abfofutely rieceffary, for enforcing thofe Meai 
Lunes he was then taking, in Concert with his Allies, *t¢ 
reiloré the Tranquijity of Ewvrope, His Majefty’s Me- 
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diation, in Conjun&ion with his Allies the Dutch, had 
been accepted by all the Parties engaged in War ; and in 
fuch Circumflances, it was certainly very neceflary for 
-his Majefty to put himfelf into fuch a Condition as 
might add Weight to what he was to propofe, as Media- 
tor of the Differences fubfiiting in Europe. A Plan of 
Peace has accordingly been offered to the Parties engaged 
in War; if the Terms of that Plan be accepted, Peace 
will be reftored to Europe, the Balance of Power prefer- 
ved, and this Nation freed from the Danger it is at pre- 
{ent expofed to, of being obliged to engage in a bloody 
and expenfive War: It is therefore very much the Inte- 
-reft of this Nation in particular, as well as of Europe in 
general, to have that Plan made effeftual ; and it muft 
be granted, that the moft certain Method jor making it 
‘effeftual, is for his Majefty to flew to al! the Parties 
concerned, that he is preparing to join againit thofe who 
thall refufe to accept of thofe reafonable Terms of Peace 
which he has been pleafed to propofe. This was the 
-Reafon for making an Augmentation laft Year, this is 
the Reafon for making ftill a farther Augmentation. for 
the Year to come, and this is fo apparent, that I did not 
expeét it would have wanted any Explanation. 

But, my Lords, if his Majefty’s Endeavours fhould 
fail of the defired Succefs, the Augmentation we have 
made, will then be of gre-t Ufe; for ?f that reafonable 
Plan his Majefty has offer’d, fhould be rejeéted, it will 
be a Proof, that fume of the Parties engaged in War 
have Defigns which are inconfifient with the Liberties 
of Europe; this muft, of Courfe, neceffarily oblige us to 
join the other Side, and by the Preparations we have 
made, we fhall be able to put aStop to the Defigns of 
the Ambitious, before they have had an Opportunity to 
pufh them too far; in which we fhall certainly have 
the Affiftance of our Friends the Datch, who, as they 
are joined with his Majefty in the Mediation, will, with- 
out Doubt, join with him in fuch other Meafures as 
may be neceffary for preferving the Balance of Power ; 
and this they will do the more cordially and the more 
freely, when they fee that his Majefty is prepared for 
the immediate Execution ef any Meafure that may be 
propofed. In this Refpe&t, they were in a Situation 
very different from that in which we were at the Begin- 
ning of the War, becaufe they had made no Reduftion of 
their Land-Forces ever fince the Treaty of Vienna be- 





tween the Emperor and Spain, and therefore it was not 
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necefflary for them to make any Augmentation ; all they 
had to do was, to delay making that Redu&tion which 
they had aétually refolved on before the prefent War 
broke out ; whereas we had long before reduced the Aug- 
mentation we made of our Land-Forces, on Occafion of 
that Treaty, and were, for that Reafon, ‘obliged to en- 
creafe them lait Year, in order to put ourfelves upon an 
equal Footing with the Dutch, and to convince them, 
that we were refolved to be ready to join with them in 
any Meafure that fhould appear neceffary for preventing 
the ambitious Views of either of the Parties now enga- 
ged in War. 

Upon this Occafton, my Lords, we ought to confider, 
that in mediately after the Treaty of Utrecht, the Datchk 
reduced their Land Army to 32000 Men, which they 
fuppofed to be a Number fufficient for the Defence of 
their Country in Time of Peace, and accordingly it ap- 
peared to be fo; for they never made any Addition till 
they heard of the Treaty concluded between the Empe- 
ror and Spain at Vienna, and the Counter-Alliance cone 
cluded between England and France at Hanover, upon 
which Occafion, as the Affairs of Europe feemed to tend 
towards an open Rupture, they augmented their Army 
with 20,000 Men; and at the fame Time, and for the 
fame Reafon, we increafed our Land-Forces to the Num- 
ber now propofed by this Bill ; but upon the Conclufion 
of the Treaty of Seville, we reduced our Forees again to 
their old Standard ; whereas the Dutch never reduced a 
Man of the 20,000 additional Troops they had raifed, 
though it is certain, they were refolved to reduce every 
Man of them, as foon as they faw that the Affairs of 
Europe would admit of fuch a Reduétion ; and had a€tu- 
ally come to a formal Refolution to reduce 10,000 of 
them, juft before the Jate King of Poland’s Death ; but 
upon that Prince’s Death, they very wifely fufpended 
that Refolution ; fo that they certainly have now 20,000 
Land-Forces on Foot, more than they would at this 
Time have had, if no War had broke out ; therefore it 
may be properly faid, they have made an Augmentation 
of 20,000 Men, on Account of the prefént War; and to 
do them Juflice as our Allies, and as being united in the 
fame Intereft with us, we can do no lefs than increafe 
our Army to the Number now propofed, as being the 
Jeaft Number we can have, in Proportion to the Army 
our Allies the Dutc2 have at prefent on Foot, ° 
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The Number of regular Forces kept up within this 
Ifland in former Times, is, I find, an Argument con- 
ftantly made Ufe of when this Bill comes before us; but 
it is always, in my Opinion, an Argument rather for 
than againft the Number of Forces propofed by the Bil! ; 
‘for, confidering the Difference between regular Forces 
and Militia, which the late Troubles in Poland have 
made fufficiently manifeft, it muft be granted, that the 
Number of regular Forces kept up in this Nation, or in 
any Nation, ought always to bear fome Sort of Prepor- 
tion to the Number of regular Forces kept up by neigh- 
bouring States, efpecially by thofe from whom the great- 
eft Danger is to be apprehended ; and as al) the Nations 
of Europe have of late Years very much increafed their 
Number of regular Forces formerly kept up, we muft 
neceffarily do the fame ; but in particular, we ought te 
confider our neighbouring Kingdom of France, as the 
Nation from which we have the moft to fear ; and if we 
compare the Number of regular Forces now kept up by 
‘them, even in Time of Peace, with the Number they 
formerly kept up, I believe we fhall find, that the In- 
creafe we have made in our Number of regular Forces, 
bears no Proportion with the Increafe they have lately 
made ; fo that this Argument, which is generally mace 
Ufe of againft the Bill, is really, if rightly confider’d, 
‘one of the flrongeft Arguments that can be made Ufe of 
-in Favour of the greateft Number of Forces that was 
ever propofed to be kept up within this Iiland in Time 
of Peace ; and confidering the doubtful State we are in 
at prefent, confidering the prefent dangerous Situation of 
the Affairs of Europe, I am furprifed to fee any Oppo- 
fition made to the fmall Augmentation now propofed. 





The Reply was in Subftance thus : 


My Lords, 

S every Day feems to furnifh us with new Maxims 
in Politicks, which to me appear very extraordi- 
nary 3. fo this Day has furnifh’d us with a Maxim, that 
is aot only extraordinary, but inconfiflent with our Con- 
ftitution: We have been told, that the Number of regu- 
Jar Forces kept up in this Nation, is always to bear fome 
Proportion to the Number of regular Forces kept up by 
our Neighbours, efpecially by our Neighbs, 's of France, 
from whom we are faid to have moft to* *~**My Lords, 
if we were fo unlucky as to be Situated, 9" “Continent 


ox 














242 The Hiftorical Regifter N° 83 


or to have any Neighbours that could come at us by 
Land, there might be fome Truth in the Maxim now 
difcovered to us; but as we have the Happinefs to be 
furrounded bythe Sea, as we have the Happinefs to 
have a Fleet. fuperior to any that can probably be fent 
againft us, we have no Occafion to give ourfelves any 
Trouble, or to put ourfelves to any Expence, en Account 
of the regular Forces kept up by any of our Neighbours; 
Our Neighbours may keep up as many Hundred Thou- 
fands as they pleafe, but they cannot put Hundred 
Thoufands on Board Tranfports, and without putting 
them on Boatd Tranfports they can do no Harm to this 
“Nation: Nay, they cannot put any great Number of 
Thoufands on Board Tranfport-Ships, without our hear- 
ing of the Embarkation ; and if we have the leaft Sufpi- 
cion of their being defigned againft us, we can fend our 
Fleet and lock them up, or perhaps burn their Ships in 
their Harbours ; therefore we can never have Occafion to 
keep up in this Ifland any greater Number of regular 
Forces than are necefflary for fecuring our Coafts againft 
fudden and unexpefted Invafions, which can never con- 
fitt of above four or five Thoufand Men 5 and to guard 
us againit fuch, I am fure a much fmaller Number of 
regular Forces would be fuficient than has been kept up 
for many Years paft in this Ifland. 

We have likewife been told, my Lords, of the great 
Difference between regular Forces and Militia, which, 
"tis faid, has been manifefied by the late Troubles in Po- 
land ; But, in this Cafe, we ought to diftinguifh between 
veteran Troops, and thofe that can only be called regular 
Troops: We ought alfo to diflinguith between a regular 
well-difciplined Militia, and a meer Rabble or Mob. 
By veteran Troops I mean thofe who have been enured to 
A&tion, and are acquainted with Danger, and fuch I 
believe will always be found better than the beft difci- 
plined Militia, or even the belt regular, Troops ‘that 
never Jook’d an Enemy in the Face, unlefs it was the 
Smugglers, and the Thieves of their own Country ; 
But that there is any very great Difference between 
thefe laft mentioned Troops, and ‘a regular well-difci- 
plined Militia, is what I cannot admit of 5; nor have the 
late Troubles in Poland afforded me any Reafon to do fo ; 
for every one knows, that their Militia were neither 
regular néy difciplineds; nay, I doubt much if they 
were fufhciently provided with Ammunition or Arms: 


But the. Situation of this Country is very far serot 
rom 











N°83 for the Tear 1736. 243 


from that of Poland ; for though our Militia have been 
very much negleéted of late Years, yet, before we could 
be invaded by any powerful Armado, we would have 
Time to difcipline our Militia, and to form them inte 
regular Regiments: It is very well known, that the 
Spanifh Armado was above two Years in preparing ; and I 
believe thefé i€inot now a Nation in Europe, befides our- 
felves, that‘cbuld fit out fuch another ina thorter Time. 
In two Yeats; in the Half, in the fourth Part of that 
Time, there is not a Plowman in Britain, but might be 
made as good a Soldier as ever danced through his Exer- 
cifes ata Review ; and if he fhould dance through his 
Exercifes for twenty Years longer, without feeing Action, 
he cannot be call’d a Veteran, nor can it be fuppofed 
he will behave as fuch in the firft A@tion he happens 
to be in. I 

Thefe Confiderations, my Lords, have always convin- 
ced me, that 7 or 8000 Men are fufficient to guard this 
Ifland againft any foreign Invafions, and I am fure they 
will always be fufficient for the Support of our Govern- 
ment, as long as the Affeftions of the People are care- 
fully preferved s a greater Number can never, in my 
Opinion, be neceffary, unlefs it be a wicked and op- 
prefive Adminiftration, againft the general Refentment 
of the People ; and this Houfe will never, I hope, give 
Countenance to any fuch Defign. From hence, my 
Lords, I muft conclude, that we are for this next Year 
to keep up 17 or 18000 Men, purely on Account of the 
prefent War; and why we fhould as yet give ourfelves 
fo much Concern, or put ourfelves to fuch an Expence 
about it, is what I cannot comprehend. We are, it is 
faid, in-a State of Doubt and Sufpence; but were not 
we in the fame State at the Beginning of laft Seffion of 
Parliament ? Were not the Confequences of the War as 
much to be dreaded at the Beginning of that Seffion as at 
the End, or as they can be at prefent? Nay, in my 
Opinion, they were more to be dreaded at the Beginning 
of that Seffion than at any Time fince; for ever fince 
that Time, the Parties engaged have appeared to be 
pretty equally match’d ; and while they continue fo, I 
am fure the Balance of Power can never be fuppofed to 
be in Danger ; fo that if his Majefty augmented his 
Land-Forces, in Purfuance of the Power granted af the 
End of Jaft Seffion of Parliament, it is fo far from being 
a Reafon for agreeing to the Augmentation now pro- 
pofed; shat undefs I hear fome better Reafon than I have 
TedW ¥ yet 
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yet heard for it, I muft conclude, it was an unneceflary 
Augmentation, it was putting the Nation to a needlefs 
Expence 3 and therefore we ought to be fo far from ap- 
proving it, by making a new Augmentation, that we 
ought to addrefs his Majefty, to know who it was advi- 
fed him to make the laf. 

With Refpes& to the Plan of Peace, faid to have been 
offered to the Parties now engaged in War,-E.am entirel 
in the Derk; nor can any Lord, as-a Member of this 
Houfe, draw any Argument from it, becaufe nothing 
relating to it, nothing relating to any of our foreign Af- 
fairs, has been laid before this Houfe. Whatever that 
Plan may be, I wifh it may meet with the defired Suc- 
cefs ; but Iam forry to fay, I have too good Reafon.to 
doubt of its meeting with any Succefs; for, from the 
View I have of foreign Affairs, even from that View 
which I take from publick News Papers, I am of Opi- 
nion, the War now kindled in Europe cannot be fo eafily 
made an End of as fome People imagine: Before that 
Flame can be extinguifhed, lam afraid much Blood mutt 
be fpilt, great Princes muft fuffer, even Queens mutt 
weep; the Conduét of Minitlers muft be enquired into, 
and fome muft meet with that Punifhment they deferve, 
before that Flame can be extinguifh’d which has been 
raifed by their Mifmanagement. 

But fuppofing, my Lords, that we had been made 
fully acquainted with this Plan, fuppofing that we knew 
it to be a reafonable and a good Plan ; do we think that 
his Majefty’s Meafures, or any Propofitions he may be 
pleafed to make to foreign Powers, are to be enforced by 
an Addition of 7 or 8000 Men to his Land-Forces? No, 
my Lords, his Majefty’s Meafure$ are, upon all Occa- 
fions, to draw their Weight from the Affections of his 
People, and from the fincere Advices of his Parliament, 
after we have been fully informed of our Circumfances 
with Refpeét ta foreign Affairs ; for in Cafe it fhould at 
Jaft appear abfolutely neceffary for us to enter into the 
War, for the Sake of preferving the Balance of Power in 
Europe, all the Men in the Nation, able to bear Arms, 
would be at his Majefty’s Service, and every Purfe would 
be open to him ; but.’till. that Conjunéture happens, the 
Strength and the Money of the Nation ought to be huf- 
banded as much as poffible; the Nation’s Money ought 
not te be thrown away upon ufelefs Augmentations, 
either by Sea or Land, which can no Wav contribute to 
intimidate pur Ememics, and may amufe om Peas 
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with vain Hopes of Affiftance, when perhaps there is no 

fuch Thing defign’d. ; 

The Dutch, ’tis true, my Lords, did reduce their Land 

Forces to about 32,000 Men foon after the Peace of U- 
trecht ; but it is well known that the Reduétion they 
then made was too great, and was loudly complain’d 
of even by fome of their own Provinces: At that Time, 
indeed, there was almoft a Certainty, that the Tranqui- 
lity of Europe would continue for fome Years ; every 
Nation in Europe was then groaning under the Burdens 
which the former War had brought upon them, f that 
it was very improbable any one of them would foon 
think of difturbing the Peace of any neighbouring State ; 
and the Dutch, who had their Share in the Burthen «f 
the War, thought they might take Advantage of that 
Time of abfolute Security, to eafe their People, and to 
recover a little from that Burthen of publick Debts they 
were then labouring under ; yet even at that Time, not- 
withftanding the State of abfolute Security, which Europe 
was then in, the Provinces of Guelderland and Overy/J2/l, 
which lie moft expofed, remonflrated flrongly againfl the 
Reduftion then made, and never ceafed their Remon- 
flances “till the Treaty of Hanover happen’d, which af- 
forded them an Opportunity of prefling an Augmentation 
with Succefs ; for as the Situation of that Country is 
very different from the Situation of this, it is at all 
Times neceflary for them to keep up a numerous Army. 
They have the Misfortune to be fituated upon the Con- 
tinent, and may confequently be fuddenly invaded by 
great Armies ; they have an extenfive Frontier to defend, 
upon which they have above feventy fortify’d Towns, 
and in every one of thefe they muft keep a Garrifon, in 
many of them they muft keep numerous Garrifons ; fo 
that 52000 Men is really. the leaft Number they can 
keep up, unlefs it be at fome very extraordinary Con- 
jun@ture, fuch as that which happen’d after the Treaty 
of Utrecht. 

Although, my Lords, there can be no juft Parallel 
drawn between the Number of regular Forces neceflary 
to be kept up in Holland, yet Jet us confider what we did 
at the Time the Dutch made this large Reduétion: Did 
not we at the fame Time reduce our Army to 7 or 8000 
Men ; and if at that Time we had follow’d the Example 
of the Dutch, we had reduced it to half that Number ; 
if any Parallel then could be drawn between. the Dutch 
and us, the additi6nal 10.009 we-now keep up, and 
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which has been kept up for many Years, ought to be fet 
againft the 20,000 additional Forces raifed by the Dutch 
upon the Conclufion of the Treaty of Hanover, and every 
Man muft grant that it is more than our juft Proportion. 
But befides this 10,000 which laft Year we agreed to 
keep up, for no other Reafon but only on Account of the 
War then broke out in Europe, have we not made a moft 
extraordinary Addition to our Naval Force? Have we 
not now added no lefs than 22000 Men to the Number of 
Seamen wé kept up the Year before the War broke out 5 
fo that if we had a€tually reduced the 10,000 Land For- 
ces kept up laft Year folely on Account of the War, nei- 
ther the Dutch, nor any other of our Allies could have 
faid that we were behind-hand with them, in providing 
for the Prefervation of the Balance of Power in Europe ; 
but as the Cafe now flands, we have taken fuch an Alarm, 
and have put ourfelves to fuch an Expence, that all the 
Powers of Europe feem to think we have done enough for 
them, as well as ourfelves; and therefore, neither the 
Dutch, nor any other Power of Europe, have given them- 
Selves the leaft Concern, or put themfelves to the leaft 
Expence about the Prefervation of that in which they 

are as deeply and more immediately concerned than we. 
If the Balance of Power, my Lords, were really in 
Danger of being overturned, we ought to take other Sort 
of Meafures than have as yet been taken. Our Treaty 
with Denmark can make no new Addition to the Security 
of that Balance, becaufe the King of Denmark, by as 
foleran a Treaty as can be made, was before obliged to’ 
affift the Emperor with all his Force ; and if the Em- 
peror could not depend upon that Treaty, we can little 
depend upon the Treaty we have made, or any Treaty 
we can make: But upon the prefent Emergency, our 
Views fhould have been principally direéted to ano- 
ther Quarter; there is another Power whofe Friend- 
thip and Alliance will always add great Weight to any 
of our Negotiations upen the Continent ; and f am forry 
to find there is not fo good an Underftanding between 
that Power and us, as ought to be wifhed upon all Occa- 
fions, but particularly upon the prefent Emergency. 
As we have’ been refufed all Infight into the Affairs of 
Europe, or into any of our Jute Negotiations, it is im-_ 
pofible for me to judge, whether the Balance of Power 
be in Danger or not ; but by the Inaétion of the Dutch, 
and the Indifference fhewn by feveral other Powers, 
with refpeét to the prefent War, I muft conclude, ae 
the 
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the Balance of Power is not as yet like to be in any 
Danger ; if it is not, and we have no other Concern in 
the War, I muft then certainly conclude, that the great 
ce we have been at, as well as the additional Ex- 
pence now propofed, are quite ufelefs, and can ferve no 
Purpofe, but that of over-loading the People with Taxes, 
and alienating the Minds of his Majefty’s Subjeéts ; 
which, inflead of adding Weight to his Majelty’s Nego- 
tiations, will fruftrate all his Meafures for refloring the 
Pranquility of Europe, and will render the Councils of 
this Nation contemptible in the Eyes of all our Neigh- 
bours. 

To pretend, my Lords, that we muft always augment 
our Land Forces when France augments theirs, is one of 
the moft dangerous Doétrines I ever heard deliver’d in 
this Houfe: It may as well] be faid, that becaufe the 
French have given up their Liberties, and fubmitted their 
Necks to the Yoke of arbitrary Power, we ought to do 
the fame. What have we to do, for God’s Sake, with 
the Armies of France? They may march great Armies 
into Holland, Germany, Italy or Spain, but canthey march 
an Army into Great Aritain, or into any Part of our Do- 
minions ? We know they cannot ; and we likewife know 
they cannot tranfport any great Number of Forces by 
Sea, nor can they tranfport any Number but by Stealth, 
as long as our Fleet is fuperior to theirs: And while we 
are united among ourfelves,.as long as his Majefty, or 
any of his illuftrious Family, hall retain the Hearts 
and Affe€&tions of the People, we have nothing to fear 
from any Number that France could, by Stealth, throw in 
upon us, though we had not a Regiment of what are 
called regular Forces in the Kingdom. 

Let us confider, my Lords, what it was that contribu- 
ted to deftroy the Liberties of France: It was, my Lords, 
their Fears of Invafions from us : We had then large 
Poffeffions in that Country, from whence it was cafy for 
us to invade them at any Time ; and the continual Ap- 
prehenfions they were under, of Invafions from us, af- 
forded their Kings and Miniflers a Pretence for prevail- 
ing with the People to alter the Form of their military 
Force: They alter’d the antient Eftablifhment of their 
Militia, and put.the Power over them entirely into the 
Hands of the Crown-: Fhis gave the firft Blow to the 
Liberties of the People ; for foon after, their Kings be- 
gan to keep up regular Armies, entirely dependent upon 
the Crown ; and as France was the firft Country of Fu- 
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rope where any fuch Army was kept up, fo the French 
were the firft People in Europe that loft their Liberties: 
if we fhould fall into the fame Error, if we fhould now, 
for fear of Invafions from them, do what they formerly 
did for fear of Invafions from us, we might expeét our 
Cafe would at Jaft come to be the fame’; and then, indeed, 
they would have of usa full Revenge ; but we would 
be much lefs excufable, becaufe their Fears of Invafions 
from us were real, and were founded upon Experience 5 
whereas our Fears from them, are fo far from being 
founded upon Experience, that they muft always be ima- 
mary and ridiculous. 

At Jaft the Queftion was put upon the Motion, and 
was, upona Divifion, carry’d in the Negative, by 87 
to 43. : 

the Motion was made by the Earl of Sta-————4, and 
was fupported by the Lord & ft, the Earl of 
stmem——d, the Earl of Ch ——— d, the Lord C t, 
and the Earl of W ea. It was oppos’d by the Lord 
Hi. y, the Lord C——r, the Earl of F——ter, the’ 
Duke of Namie, and the Lord H———m=ck, 








